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Dear Adventurous Travellers, 


Redfern Adventures organises carefully planned, specialist eco-tours to unusual and exciting destinations 
where few other travel companies operate. 


We offer the discerning traveller the opportunity to experience and observe exotic wildlife, unusual cultures 
and outstanding landscapes in distant corners of the globe. 


The adventures that we offer are not sensationalist, mass-market tourist trips, but carefully crafted journeys and 
experiences that explore the beauty of the natural world, the diversity of human heritage and some of the most 
special scenery on the planet. All of our adventures are designed to be engaging as well as ethical, sustainable 
and respectful of wildlife, local people and local cultures. 


Redfern Adventures developed as the expedition division of Redfern Natural History Productions, a natural 
history publishing and documentary production company. Over the past eight years, Redfern has organised 
hundreds of expeditions across the world, to the glaciers of Antarctica, remote islands off Greenland, the misty 


mountains of Papau New Guinea and the searing deserts of Ethiopia, as well as countless other destinations. 


Many of our past tours have directly contributed to scientific understanding by revealing new information 
about wildlife, even discovering many new species, particularly orchids and carnivorous plants. 


As a company, we believe in supporting conservation, particularly across the locations that we operate in. We 
donate funds to support many conservation projects, and to date, we have donated in excess of £30,000. See 


www.redfernnaturalhistory.com/conservation for more information. 


We warmly invite you to explore our website, to review the detailed descriptions, day-by-day itineraries and 
many sample images and videos that are profiled for all of the adventures that we offer. 


If you would like to discuss any of our itineraries in more detail, we would be delighted to hear from you by 
email, Skype or telephone. 


The Redfern Adventures Team 
Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


& 


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 


The products that we offer are expeditions, which we term ‘adventures, in-keeping 
with our brand. Our adventures vary enormously in terms of their itineraries and nature. Please review the 
itineraries of each adventure for details. 


The price of each adventure includes all costs from the start point on the first day of the 
itinerary, to the end point on the last day of the itinerary. Unless otherwise stated, this includes all activities and 
logistics throughout the adventure; for example, where applicable, all internal flights, ground transportation 
(including 4-wheel drive vehicles), permits, hotels (on a twin share basis) and meals, as well as an expert 
expedition leader, local staff, guides, group porters and support equipment. The price of each adventure does 
not include international flights to and from the start and end points, alcoholic beverages, souvenirs, personal 
porters, single supplement (single room) upgrades and tips for local staff. Unless otherwise stated, all prices are 
ın D d 


۱ If you would like to reserve a place on any of our adventures, please 
send an email EE EE com confirming which adventure(s) you are interested in joining. We 
will confirm availability, and request a 50% deposit to secure your place. The balance of payment is due 60 days 
before your adventure begins. Once deposits are received, we will organise your participation by arranging all 
required logistics, hotels and permits, as required, for you to take part. Please do not book international flights 
until we send confirmation that all permits, logistics and hotels have been arranged for you. 


Upon receiving your deposit, we will send you an Expedition 
Information Document, which details everything that you need to know to prepare for your adventure. We 
require you to complete and return several pages of this document with key information at least 60 days before 
the start of your adventure, and we require you to bring the completed original hardcopy (paper) version of the 
document with you to give to your expedition leader at the start of your adventure. 


Most of the adventures that we organise can be 
completed by anyone in good bve edi health and with a high level of stamina. Generally, no special skills are 
required to complete any of our adventures, but for some of our itineraries, strenuous walking for several hours 
moderate” 
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over rough or steep terrain may be required. Each adventure is ranked on our website as “relaxing”, 
and “strenuous”. 
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How hard are the “relaxing” adventures? Generally, no strenuous trekking is required for this class of adventure 
or, if present, such treks are minimal and can be substituted for alternate activities. Participants must be capable 
of walking on uneven ground and carrying a day pack with water, camera and appropriate weather protection. 


How hard are the “moderate” adventures? Generally, this adventure class involves some trekking over long 
distances. Treks are integral to the itinerary and are required to experience the key highlights of this adventure. 
Participants must be capable of walking or clambering on steep or rocky terrain, carrying a day pack with water, 
camera, weather protection and some food. River crossings may be required. Local porterage can sometimes 
be arranged at cost. 


How hard are the “strenuous” adventures? Generally, adventures of this class involve multi-day hikes over 
significant distances on remote terrain that may be steep, rocky or unstable under foot. Participants must 
be capable of challenging hikes and carrying a heavy pack with water, camera, tent and appropriate weather 
protection. River crossings may be necessary. In some cases local porterage can be arranged at cost. 


What is the accommodation like? Each adventure has a completely different itinerary, and involves different 
accommodation. For some of our adventures (especially those in the “relaxing” class), accommodation may 
be in luxury, boutique resorts, lodges or hotels for all nights throughout the itinerary. For other adventures 
(especially those in the “strenuous” class), the itinerary may involve camping for some or all nights. Please 
review the itineraries of each adventure for details of the accommodation. 


What is a single supplement upgrade? Unless otherwise stated, all of our adventures are organised on a twin- 
share rooms, e.g. two people per room (in two single beds). Where requested, we can usually organise a double 
bed for couples. If you would prefer to have a single room throughout the itinerary, this can usually be arranged 
at cost price. This extra cost is the ‘single supplement upgrade’. 


Who leads the adventures? Our adventures are led by knowledgeable and experienced leaders, who often are 
recognised authorities on the subjects or destinations of the adventures. Local support staff such as guides and 
porters provide additional leadership and valuable local knowledge. 


Are the dates movable? We try hard to ensure that the timings of our adventures fit the schedules of all those 
wishing to take part. If the dates of a specific adventure are impossible for you, we can discuss dates with all 
interested participants and, if possible, adjust the timing of our adventures to best suit the needs of all those 
wishing to take part. Usually, our adventures fill up quickly, and there is then the possibility of organising a 
repeat of a specific adventure at a different time of year, or the following year. If you would like to take part in 
an adventure, but the dates are inconvenient for you, please contact us to discuss options. 


What is the group size? Most of the adventures that we organise include between 6 and 10 participants, plus 
staff. This group size allows for a good group dynamic, but is sufficiently small to generally minimise impact 
on the locations that we visit. 


A full list of recommended equipment for each adventure is listed in 
the Expedition Information Document, which is sent to participants on enrolment, or beforehand on request 
(email sales@redfernadventures.com). Unless specifically stated, you are required to bring all equipment 
for your personal use. All group equipment (e.g. cooking and emergency equipment) is provided by your 
expedition guides. 


For most of our adventures, we strongly recommend that you ensure that 
your luggage is kept below 20 kg. If you exceed this weight, many international airlines will charge hefty excess 
baggage fees as you travel both to and from your adventure. Moreover, additional excess luggage fees may be 
applicable for flights that we organise as part of the adventure, particularly for internal flights on small aircraft 
where the limit is often 15 kg. In all cases, paying excess luggage fees is your responsibility. 


For adventures involving camping, we 
recommend that y you bring a self-supporting tent (with an X-frame of poles) that requires no ground pegs to 
be self-standing. This type of tent enables camping in areas where there is no firm soil, and where pegs cannot 
be used (for example, on mountain summits). You may wish to discuss tents with your expedition leader or 
fellow expedition members prior to departing. You may find fellow participants willing to share a tent with you, 
reducing the amount of equipment that you will need to bring. Camping hammocks are a versatile, light and 
comfortable alternative to tents often seen especially on our strenuous adventures, but these can only be used 
in forested areas. In areas without trees, it may be difficult or impossible to set up a hammock. Please email us 
in advance for advice. 


To increase your enjoyment, we can usually organise local 
porters to carry your camping equipment so that trekking will be easier for you, enabling you to be free to take 
photos and better enjoy the experience of your adventure. Personal porter costs are not included in the price of 
your adventure. The costs for personal porters vary depending upon location, but can be estimated in advance 
of your arrival. Payment is made by you directly to your personal porter. 


We require a deposit so that we can finalise group numbers, organise all permits, 
logistics, hotels and adventure transport. For all adventures, key logistics, permits and transport need to be 
organised months before the start of the adventure. Once this is achieved, we will confirm that the adventure 
is set up, allowing you to proceed with the purchase of flights in confidence. 


7? If you need to cancel your participation in an adventure, please let us know 
as soon as s possible. Generally, up until 60 days before the start date of your adventure, we can refund all of 
your deposit except non-refundable items that we have already purchased for you (such as internal flights). We 
generally confirm all bookings and complete all payments 60 days prior to the start of the trip, at which point 
your deposit becomes non-refundable. If you need to cancel your participation within 60 days prior to the start 
of your adventure, we may be able to find a new participant wishing to take your place, in which case, we can 
transfer most permits, logistics and hotel bookings from your name into the name of the new participant and 
issue a full or partial refund to you. 
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On receipt of your deposit, we will organise 
your participation by arranging permits, logistics, hotels and transport for you. Please do not book international 
flights to the adventure start and end points until we send confirmation that all permits and logistics have been 
arranged for you and your participation is confirmed. 


s? We can cater for vegetarian, pescatarian, vegan and other dietary needs if 
we are informed in advance; options may be limited in some regions, but our staff will do their best. 


' Once you have sent your deposit, we will 
introduce you to your fellow adventure members. We recommend that you send a short introductory message 
to your fellow participants so that you can get to know each other ahead of the adventure. 


| - We are unable to guarantee that you will see specific plant or animal 
species, but we provide clear overviews of the wildlife that is likely to be encountered during each adventure. 


Participants from the age of 9 to the age of 80 have taken part in our 
past adventures. We would be happy to talk through what is involved in any of our trips so you can decide if 
they are right for you. Please note, participants below the age of 18 must be accompanied by a guardian. 


For many of our adventures, we offer the option of adding on one or more 
extra bé oul) or activities before or after the main itinerary at an additional cost. Please review our website 
or contact us to discuss these options. 


Bespoke adventures are private expeditions which we can set up for you on 
request. We can customise bespoke adventures to precisely fit your preferred dates and interests, and naturally, 
we can adjust the duration and content of the itinerary in accordance with your wishes. 


e? Generally, we can 
arrange for a safe location for you to leave anything that you do not want with you during your adventure or 
for the duration of components of the itinerary. We cannot accept any responsibility for any items you choose 
to leave in storage, and recommend that you do not leave valuables behind. 


No. We enforce a strict policy 
against poaching of materials of any kind. Our adventures are observation-only. The collection of animals, 
plants or materials for scientific study requires the formal permission of local and national authorities. Such 
permission must be planned in concert with all relevant authorities well in advance. We can offer advice, if 
needed. 


Please visit www.redfernadventures.com to read 
testimony accounts, see photos and watch videos from previous trips, and our Facebook page to view a range 
of accounts, images and videos from past Redfern adventure participants. 


2018 Adventures 


2017- 


The following list presents an overview of our 2017-2018 portfolio of adventures, as organised over the 
remaining pages of this catalogue. Each adventure is ordered alphabetically under each country heading. 


The dates of planned 2017-2018 group tours that you can join are listed red below. Alternatively, we can organise 
all of the following trips as private bespoke itineraries to fit your dates and interests. We often organise trips for 
honeymoons, family holidays and specialist interest groups! 


AUSTRALIA 
Carnivorous Plants of Western Australia Adventure - Monday 15th October to Sunday 28th October 2018. 
Christmas Island Adventure - Saturday 8th December 2017 to Saturday 15th December 2018. 


ETHIOPIA 
Erta Ale and Dallol Adventure - Sunday 19th November to Monday 27th November 2017. 
Wildlife And Cultures Of Ethiopia - Sunday 11th November to Monday 26th November 2018 


INDONESIA 
Komodo Dragon Adventure - Saturday 15th December to Saturday 22nd December 2018 
Last Great Nepenthes Adventure - Part 1: Saturday 16th to Saturday 30th June. Part 2: Sunday 1st to Saturday 14th July 2018. 
Sulawesi Culture and Wildlife Adventure - Sunday 12th August - Wednesday 22nd August 2018. 
Sumatra Nepenthes Adventure - Sunday 3rd June to Saturday 16th June 2018. 
ITALY 
Orchids of Italy Adventure - Late April to Early May. 


MADAGASCAR 
Avenue of the Baobabs Adventure - by request. 
Wildlife of Madagascar Aye-Aye Adventure - Sunday 19th August to Sunday 2nd September 2018. 
Wildlife of Madagascar Spiny Forest Adventure - Monday 3rd September to Monday 17th September 2018. 


MALAYSIA 
Giant Nepenthes Adventure - Run multiple times each year - email for dates. We recommend June, July or August 2018. 
Wildlife of Borneo Adventure - Run multiple times each year - email for dates. We recommend June, July or August 2018. 
NAMIBIA 
Epupa and Ruacana Falls Adventure - by request. 
Wildlife of Namibia Adventure - Wednesday 19th September to Sunday 30th September 2018. 


NORWAY 
Svalbard Adventure: Realm of the Polar Bear 
Trip 1: Monday 16th July to Monday 30th July 2018. 
Trip 2: Wednesday 1st August to Wednesday 15th August 2018. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Birds of Paradise & Orchids of Papua New Guinea Adventure - Wednesday 3rd October to Sunday 14th October 2018 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Carolinas Carnivorous Plant Adventure - To be decided by group members. We recommend June, July or August 2018. 
Darlingtonia and Redwoods Adventure - To be decided by group members. We recommend June, July or August 2018. 
Gulf Coast Carnivorous Plant Adventure - To be decided by group members. We recommend June, July or August 2018. 


CHILE 
Atacama Desert Adventure - Monday 16th July to Saturday 28th July 2018 


PERU 
Andes to the Amazon Adventure - Sunday 29th July to Wednesday 15th August 2018 


VENEZUELA 
Canoe to Angel Falls Adventure - by request. 
Eastern Tepuis Adventure - by request. 
Flyover Angel Falls Adventure - by request. 
Helicopter to Mount Roraima and Canoe to Angel Falls Adventure - by request. 
Huachamacari Adventure - by request. 
Trek to Mount Roraima Adventure - by request. 


Carnivorous Plants of Western Australia 
Adventure 


Western Australia 


This itinerary visits a number of key regions across Western Australia that are known for their rich carnivorous 
plant flora, which includes the vast majority of Drosera (sundew) species worldwide, not to mention many 
Utricularia (bladderworts) and the unique Cephalotus (Albany Pitcher Plant). 


As the richest floristic region on the continent, virtually all sites visited also present a staggering array of 
orchids and other iconic Australian wildflowers, including Stylidium, Leschenaultia, Verticordia, Grevillea, 
Banksia, Hakea and Anigozanthos making this a fantastic trip for anyone with an interest in the floral kingdom, 
not to mention sweeping landscapes and beautiful national parks. 


Numbers are strictly limited to 10 in order to safeguard the more delicate habitats that we visit. 


An indication of which species may be seen is provided in the itinerary, however the exact assemblage seen will 
vary from year to year according to temperatures and rainfall in the preceding months, with additional species 
often spotted. The precise itinerary is not shown on the accompanying map as the route may vary according to 
conditions, however the majority of 'sites of interest' will be visited during this adventure! 


In general, one can expect to observe 60-80 different carnivorous plant species on this adventure, which 
represents excellent value in a region which is notoriously expensive to explore solo! 


£2,650 per person for (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
Perth, Western Australia. 
Perth, Western Australia. 
Monday 15th October to Sunday 28th October 2018. This adventure can run on other dates in the 
August to October wildflower season. Please email us for the dates. 
6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Perth is served by various airlines including Emirates, Cathay Pacific, AirAsia, Malaysia Airlines, 
Singapore Airlines, Air New Zealand and of course the major domestic carriers Qantas, Virgin Australia, Jetstar 
and Tiger. Flights can be easily booked through all major airline websites. 


ITINERARY 


Perth Area, Brookton Highway and Great EasternHighway. Following pick-up in Perth, we 
visit a number of readily accessible sites where species including Drosera zonaria, D. tubaestylis, 
D. heterophylla, D. menziesii, D. nitidula, D. erthrorhiza, D. glanduligera, D. sidjamesii and Utricularia 
menziesii can be seen. 


: North of Perth. During these three days, we visit a number of excellent sand and laterite 
habitats, where we can see a broad array of sundew species, including Drosera walyunga, D. helodes, 
D. sewelliae, D. bindoon, D, closterostigma, D. humilis, D. barbigera, D. prophylla, D. hirsuta, 
D. macrantha, D. porrecta, D. rechingeri, D. eneabba, D. minutiflora, D. pedicellaris, D. leucostigma, 
D. citrina, D. spilos, D. nivea, D. androsacea, D. andersoniana, D. subhirtella, D. neesii, D. coomallo, 
D. echinoblastus and D. magna. 


Wongan Hills. This region to the east of Perth is home to Drosera macrophylla, D. basifolia, 
D.eremaea, D. heterophylla, D. macrantha, D. bulbosa and D. orbiculata. 


Inland areas. Travelling further from the coast, a number of species can be found in areas 
that experience a more pronounced dry season, including some that are restricted to the margins 
of salt lakes. During this period we will aim to study Drosera lowriei, D. rupicola, D. yilgarnensis, 
D. zigzagia, D. graniticola, D. pycnoblasta, D. grievei and D. zonaria. 


Esperance. Arriving at the south coast, we visit coastal national parks and sandy reserves in 
search of Drosera sargentii, D. neesii, D. trichocaulis, D. pulchella, D. esperensis, D.australis, D. x legrandii, 
D.scorpioides and Utricularia menziesii. 


: Stirling Range, Albany, Walpole, Northcliffe, Scott River region. We explore the parks 
of the southwest region, including the beautiful Stirling Ranges National Park. Species encountered 
include Drosera platypoda, D. leucoblasta, D. monticola, D. purpurascens, D. gigantea, D. scorpioides, 
D. roseana, D.pulchella, D. enodes, D. lasiantha, D. platystigma, D. verrucata, D. gibsonii, D. microphylla, 
D. hamiltonii, D. paleacea, D. ramellosa and Cephalotus follicularis (which we encounter at a number 
sites). 


Bunbury, Harvey, Boyanup. Drosera huegelii, D. stelliflora, D. micrantha, D. marchantii, 
D. tubaestylis, D. gigantea (red form) and D. hyperostigma. 


Bannister, Mt Cooke, Pinjarra. Drosera squamosa, D. collina, D. mannii, D.occidentalis, 
D. silvicola, D.pallida, D. rosulata and D. calycina. 


5: Morning arrival in Perth for lunch-time departures. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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Christmas Island 
Adventure 


Christmas Island is often referred to as the Galapagos of the Indian Ocean owing to the high numbers of 
endemic species that it harbours. No less than ten bird taxa, eighteen plants and many butterflies are unique to 
the island and occur no where else on Earth. The island is a naturalist’s paradise; two thirds of its landmass are 
fully protected as a national park, and home to lush tropical forests, natural springs, spectacular waterfalls and 
exquisite beaches, frequented all year round by nesting sea turtles and flying foxes. 


Without a doubt, it is the land crabs that make Christmas Island special. The Christmas Island red crab 
(Gecarcoidea natalis) is by far the most obvious of the fourteen species of land crabs that occur on the island. 
Approximately 40-50 million individuals of this species live in the isles forests. Most are bright red, but some 
are orange or purple. They may measure up to 116 mm (across their carapace). 


Every year, the crabs undertake a spectacular migration to release their eggs into the sea. This mass movement 
of crabs is one of the great spectacles of the natural world, and observing the red crab’s migration is the main 
goal of this adventure! 


Also prominent across Christmas Island is the coconut crab (Birgus latro), also known as the robber crab. This 
beautiful species is the biggest terrestrial invertebrate alive today, and can measure up to 1 m across (from leg 
tip to leg tip), and can weigh up to 4 kg! Christmas Island harbours one of the world’s healthiest populations. 


Join this adventure to explore Christmas Island’s most beautiful trails and visit her pristine beaches! 
See diverse bird populations, unique plants, and follow the world’s biggest crab migration! 


KOMODO DRAGONS: we have specifically designed this Christmas Island Adventure to run immediately 
before our Komodo Dragon Adventure. We will meet participants in Jakarta, Indonesia, fly to Christmas 
Island, return to Jakarta, then (for those undertaking the Komodo trip), we will travel from Jakarta to Komodo. 
Join us for just the Christmas Island Adventure, OR both the Christmas Island Adventure and the Komodo 
Dragon Adventure to see two of Asia’s most incredible natural wonders! 


COST: To be confirmed (depending upon the number of participants coming), but approximately £1,500 
for 8 days/7 nights, all inclusive of costs on Christmas Island (not inclusive of flights to/from the island). 
START POINT: Jakarta International Airport, Indonesia. 

END POINT: Jakarta International Airport, Indonesia. 

DATES: Saturday 8th December to Saturday 15th December 2018. 

GROUP SIZE: 6-10 

BESPOKE TOUR: If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Getting there: Flights are available from Jakarta, Indonesia to Christmas Island with Garuda Airlines, or 
alternatively, from Perth, Australia to Christmas Island with Virgin Australia! 
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KEY INFO 


Red crab migration cycle 


Triggered by the lunar cycle and weather conditions, males red crabs lead the first wave of 
migration from the interior of Christmas Island to the coast, and are joined by the females as they 
progress. Larger males arrive at the sea first (after about 5-7 days) but are soon outnumbered by 
females. The crabs replenish moisture by dipping in the sea, then the males retreat to the lower 
terraces to dig burrows. The density of burrows is high (1-2 per square metre) and fighting occurs 
between males for burrow possession. The females move to the terraces and mating occurs, 
usually in the privacy of the burrows that males have dug and fought for. As mating and fighting 
abates, males begin returning inland. They move quickly, reaching the plateau in only 1-2 days. 


The females produce eggs within 3 days of mating and remain in the moist burrows on the 
terraces for 12-13 days while they develop. The eggs are held in a brood pouch between their 
extended abdomen and thorax. A single female can brood up to 100,000 eggs. 


In the morning and late afternoon around the last quarter of the moon, the egg-laden females 
descend from the terraces to the shoreline. They pack into shaded areas above the waterline at 
densities of up to 100 per square metre in places. The females usually release their eggs into the 
sea toward dawn, around the turn of the high tide. Release of eggs may occur on 5-6 consecutive 
nights during the main breeding migration. After the first two days, eggless females may be seen 
crossing plateau roads, kilometres from the shore. 


If the spawning migration is delayed or disrupted, usually because of unfavourable weather 
conditions, both male and female crabs will remain on the terraces for the next month and 
complete the spawning one lunar month later. 


The eggs released by the females hatch immediately on contact with the sea water and clouds of 
young larvae swirl near the shore before being washed out to sea by waves and tides. Millions 
of the larvae are eaten by fish and plankton feeders such as manta rays and the enormous whale 
sharks which visit Christmas Island waters during the crab spawning season. 


After about a month in the ocean, and after growing through several larval stages, the surviving 
larvae have developed into prawn-like animals called megalopae. The megalopae gather in pools 
close to the shore for 1-2 days before developing into young crabs and returning to land. 


Although only 5 mm across, the baby crabs begin their march inland, taking about 9 days to 
reach the plateau. Here they seem to disappear and are rarely seen, living in rocky outcrops and 
under fallen tree branches and debris on the forest floor for the first three years of their lives. 


Coconut crabs 


Coconut crabs similarly release their eggs into the Indian Ocean, but during our visit, it is unlikely 
that we will see the coconut crabs spawning in large numbers. We will find adult specimens 
crawling through the forests of Christmas Island, especially close to the base of palm trees. 


Bird Life 


During our visit to see the crab migration, few seabirds will be nesting. But we have the chance ch | 
to see almost all of Christmas Islands’ birds during day trips to look out points across the island. Ob "y 
ار‎ include frigatebirds, red booted and brown boobies and the golden bosun! 


7 M dae 3 


ITINERARY 


Witnessing the migration of the crabs is the main objective of this advenutre. Experts on 
me. „ Christmas Island have helped plan this trip, so that we visit during the optimal window in the 
AP a) lunar cycle at the most likely point during the crab spawning season in 2017. The itinerary below 
offers the best possible chance to see the red crab migration in the year, but ultimately, an element 
of chance is involved due to factors such as weather during the days building up to the spawning 
dates. While we stand a very good chance to witness the movement of the crabs, ultimately it is 
not possible to guarantee precisely what the numbers of crabs will be like (but we are visiting at 
the best possible time)! 


It is necessary to spend a week on Christmas Island because the Garuda charter flights arrive/ 
depart only on Saturdays. We need six full days to see all that the island has to offer, and (most 
importantly) this period of six days gives leeway in case the migration is a few days early or late. 


Saturday December 8th: fly on Garuda Airlines charter flight GA7000, departing 
Jakarta at 13:40, arriving at Christmas Island at 15:00. 


Sunday December 9th: activities on Christmas Island (see below). 
Monday December 10th: activities on Christmas Island (see below). 
Tuesday December 11th: activities on Christmas Island (see below). 
Wednesday December 12th: activities on Christmas Island (see below). 
Thursday December 13th: activities on Christmas Island (see below). 
Friday December 14th: activities on Christmas Island (see below). 


Saturday December 15th: fly on Garuda Airlines charter flight GA7010, departing 
Christmas Island 15:40, arriving at Jakarta 17:05. 


On arrival, we will have an orientation briefing and a guided tour to see many of the different 
! species of crabs in the forest, followed by a BBQ. 


Crab watch: for days 2-7, our daily routine will follow the same pattern. Each morning, we will 
visit key crab sites between 6.00 - 9.00 am. From 9.00 am to 4.00 pm, we can undertake non-crab 
| related activities (see below). Then from 4 pm onwards until the evening we return to the crab 
J sites. The morning and afternoon/evening “crab watch" windows are when the crabs are most 
# likely to be active, and so we have 12 “crab watch" windows (two each day for six days) to use to 
7 maximise the possibility of seeing a really impressive crab spectacle. 


Hopefully, we will see migrating crabs moving to the coast, the females spawning in the sea, 
and possibly, small numbers of young crabs returning from the water from the previous month's 
(smaller) spawning event. Again though, there is an element of chance as to what we will see. 


Non-crab related activities: from 9.00 am until 4.00 pm on days 2-7, participants can relax 
on Christmas Island's beaches, or undertake non-crab related activities, such as guided walks 
along the island's many nature trails to see coastal blow holes, natural springs, waterfalls and 
bird lookouts. We can go to key locations to see coconut crabs, or visit the Lizard Lodge to 
view Christmas Island's rare reptile species and learn about the conservation efforts saving many 
unique species. There are also several historic buildings to visit, and participants can snorkel or 
dive at beautiful coral reefs (at additional expense). These is even a golf course! We can decide the 
itinerary as the trip unfolds, and have a crab-free day or two if we have seen enough crab action. 
We may be able to watch sea turtles nest at night on the beaches from a responsible distance. 


Breakfast, lunch and dinners will be in a mixture of local restaurants, picnics and BBQs depending 
upon the crab activity! 
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Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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Erta Ale and Dallol 
Adventure 


Erta Ale and Dallol are among the most bizarre and fascinating places on the planet. Visiting the Danakil 
Depression and exploring the alien volcanic landscape of this remote corner of Ethiopia is a truly unique 
experience that will leave you in awe. Many decribe this adventure as akin to visiting another world... 


Erta Ale is a continually active volcano located 790 km from Addis Ababa in the Danakil Depression - one of 
the hottest deserts on Earth. The summit caldera contains two “craters”. The northern crater has variable lava 
lakes and lava flows. The southern crater has a permanent lava lake that is 120 m in diameter. The surface of the 
lava lake is constantly bubbling and forming lava-fountains. The lava lake is usually at a level of 10-30 m below 
the edge of the crater (the point at which we view the lake). 


Dallol is a volcanic crater located in the north of the Danakil Depression at -130m below sea level. The volcanic 
area consists of a bizarre landscape of yellow and green acid ponds (pH-values less than 1), spectacular salt 
and sulphur terraces and iron oxide, sulphur and salt desert plains. Fumaroles and geothermal springs vent 
gases and hydrothermal fluids enriched with salt that recrystallises on the ground, forming a landscape of 
magnificent concretions of orange, yellow and white coloured travertines. In a few places, brine is released 
with a temperature of (+ 100 ° C.), and there are several geysers, and spluttering and gurgling vents. At the salt 
plains, spectacular salt formations that appear like flowers can be observed. The salt formations disappear each 
year during the rainy season, and are formed afresh during the following dry months. 


COST: £2,850 per person for 9 days / 8 nights (all inclusive from start point to end point). 

START POINT: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

END POINT: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

DATES: Sunday November 19th to Monday November 27th, 2017. This adventure will run multiple times 
over the coming year. Please email us for the dates. 

GROUP SIZE: 6-10 

BESPOKE TOUR: If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions We can customise add on itineraries to visit Awash Saba, Axum, 
Bahir Dar, Gondar, Harar, Lalibela and the Simien Mountains (see below). 


Getting there: Regular flights are available to Addis Ababa from cities across Europe, Asia, the Middle East 
and North America. 
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ITINERARY 


Day 1: We meet in Addis Ababa (either pick up from airport or pick up from your hotel) and 
catch a domestic flight to Mekele (also spelt Mekele and Makale) in the Tigrayan Highlands, 
around 780 km north of the Ethiopian capital. After lunch, we undertake a city tour and visit a 
beautiful local market to experience local cultures. Overnight in a local hotel (temperatures are 
comfortably temperate at 2,100m altitude). Dinner in a local restaurant. 


Day 2: After an early breakfast, we transfer into 4x4 vehicles and drive down from the edge of 

ê. the Rift Valley to its floor towards the heart of the Danakil desert. After a few hours driving, 

the landscape becomes increasingly dry and inhospitable. It is uninhabited except for small 
communities of Afar people. We reach Dodom, a village at the base of Erta Ale. 


At Dodom, we relax for a few hours and enjoy a hot dinner cooked by our crew, then as the sun 
sets, we begin a 9 km trek across a landscape of solidified lava to Erta Ale (the walk usually takes 
3-4 hours). At Erta Ale, we spend the evening watching the dramatic action of the boiling lava, 
' and can descend into Erta Ales caldera to observe the bubbling lava lake from the crater rim. We 
remain at a safe distance, but can capture spectacular photographs. We then set up camp away 
from the crater edge at a safe distance away from the volcano. 


Day 3: With a base diameter of 30 km and caldera of 1 km? at the summit, Erta Ale contains one 
of only a few permanent lava lakes that occur on Earth. Visiting the lava lake is ranked as one of 
the most incredible volcano experiences anywhere in the world. 


We awake early to enjoy the sunrise over Erta Ales lava lake, and after breakfast, we explore the 
fumarole areas nearby. Depending upon volcanic activity, we may be able to trek to the northern 
crater. There are sometimes small lava flows in the northern crater and occasionally spurts of 
glowing lava flakes fire from a vent. Our extremely experienced guides will assess the status of 
activity, and if safe, we can approach the incandescent zone. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


- We spend all of today exploring the unearthly scenery around the lava lake, and have the chance 
to capture amazing photographs of the boiling lava in daylight and at night. Lava activity varies 
over the course of several hours, so observations during the course of one full day are strongly 
recommended to increase the likelihood of us witness spectacular activity. At sunset, we return 
to the caldera to capture iconic photographs of the fading blue sky and the glowing red of the 
«3 lava. We camp once more at a safe distance from the crate edge and enjoy a hot meal cooked by 
our expedition chef. 


Day 4: If desired, we can awake again at dawn to observe the lava lake one last time, and then 
begin the descent back to Dodom, where we meet our drivers and 4x4 vehicles. Breakfast is 
| served in Dodom and afterwards we drive to Lake Afdera (both the name of a lake and a village). 
Î The drive takes us through changing landscapes of solidified lava flows, rock and sand. At Lake 
Afdera village, we explore the village and visit the salt mines of the Afar people who extract 
salt from the lake shores. As the sun sets, we can swim in the ultra-saline lake, floating on the 
surface with extra buoyancy, and then can enjoy the natural hot springs nearby. We set up camp 
and enjoy a hot dinner cooked by our expedition chef. The starscape at Lake Afdera is usually 
incredible, and we camp beneath a million stars that light up the night sky and brighten our 
dreams. 


Day 5: In the morning, we explore the shores of the lake and can capture beautiful photographs 
in the glow of the warm morning light. The Afar people organise their lives around avoiding the 
harsh midday high temperatures, and so they are most active during the morning hours. During 
this morning walk, we see the Afar people at work in the process of extracting salt. They pumps 
water from the lake into artificial depressions and allow it to evaporate and create a salt crust 
before extracting it in mounds. 


After breakfast, we dismantle our camp and journey to Hamedela (also called Ahmed Ela or 
Hamed Ela), a town of approximately 500 Afar people. The journey takes roughly 5 hours on 
an asphalt road (220 km), with stopovers for stretching leg, photographing beautiful scenery, 
having a coffee with the locals and lunch in a small town along the way. 
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ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


After lunch, we reach Hamedela where further communities of salt miners live. We set up camp 
with the help of the locals, and then explore Hamedela and meet the community. Usually there 
are excellent opportunities to photograph caravans of camels travelling to and from the high 
plateau. Usually, there are very long caravans with hundreds of camels, one tied to the next, and 
loaded with salt. Often we have a beautiful view of sunset behind the camel caravans as they 
depart in the cool hours of the late afternoon and evening. Many say that this sunset image of 
the camel caravans departing is one of the most enduring and memorable moments of visiting 
the Danakil Depression. We set up camp and enjoy a hot dinner cooked by our expedition chef. 


Day 6: Breakfast is served at 6.00 am and we start out early to drive the short distance (approx 
30 min) to Dallol (meaning a colourful place in the Afar language) via Asebo (meaning the salt 
desert). Dallol (-130 m below sea level) is the deepest place in Africa and is arguably the hottest 
place in the world. Dallol was once the bed of an ancient body of saltwater, and we discover a 
bizarre and vast salt plain from which local Afar people extract Amole, salt bars that has been 
used as currency in Ethiopia for at least 1,600 years. 


We drive in our 4x4 vehicles for about an hour further to the salt mine area and witness the | 


miners cutting bricks of salt and loading them onto the backs of their camels. Vast chains of 
camels up to 50 strong trailing off to the horizon are a frequent sight as the miners carry their 
salt bricks away to trade and sell. After observing the salt extraction process, we visit Lake Assale 
filled with saline water. 


Beyond the salt plains, we reach the geothermal landscape of Dallol, with its bizarre scenes of 


yellow and green pools, canyons of salt, fairy chimneys and geysers. This unearthly volcano 
area has a negative altitude of -89 m. We spend the afternoon exploring and photographing 
the strange deep green acid lakes, rock labyrinths, shredded, sharp, laminated salt towers, brine 
flows and multi-coloured concretions. The scenes are indescribable and alien, and it truly feels 
as though we have landed on another planet. 


We may also explore a new hydrothermal site with bubbling vents and a few geysers spouting 
lemon yellow fluid. We return back to Lake Asale under the warm glow of the setting sun and 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


, then drive back to Hamedela, often passing lines of caravan camels. We set up camp and enjoy a 
hot dinner cooked by our expedition chef. 


After breakfast we break camp and start the drive to Wukiro, a town on the Tigrayan 
Highlands. On arriving, we can visit the rock-hewn church of Wukiro Cherkos (one of the finest 
works in Ethiopia from the 4th century). The church is chiselled into the face of a vertical sand 
! stone cliff. After lunch, we check into a local hotel (back at the lush, temperate altitude of 2,100m), 
and can relax, recovering from our desert adventures. Dinner in a local restaurant. 


After breakfast, we drive northward and stop at a small village which serves as a base for 
| a three hour round trek to Gheralta, known for its tall sand cliffs into which many churches have 
| been chiselled during the last 1,000 years or more. We can climb to the very top of the cliff to visit 
either Abbune Yemata or Maryam Kurkur (one of the most inaccessible churches of the world 
built in 4th century), but if climbing is not desired, we can visit more accessible locations close 
to the base of the cliff. We enjoy a picnic lunch at viewpoints with some of the most spectacular 
scenery in Ethiopia. After lunch, we continue the return journey, and if time allows, we can also 
visit the fascinating ancient churches of Abreha and Atsbeha before reaching the town of Wukiro. 


- Anyone wishing to undertake add on extension trips to Axum, Lalibela, and Gondar will leave 
the group at Wukiro. For everyone else, we continue our journey and drive 45 km further to 
reach Mekele for transfer by domestic flight back to Addis Ababa. 


Depending upon the flight schedule, we either fly from Mekele to Addis Ababa tonight (at 8.00 
pm), or alternatively early tomorrow morning, and so we either overnight in a hotel in Mekele or 
Addis Ababa accordingly, and have dinner in a local restaurant. 


This morning, we visit the National Museum of Ethiopia, home to the remains of Lucy (the 

- most ancient hominid yet discovered. Lucy was found in the Danakil Depression not far from 
— | where we have travelled. The museum also houses the remains of many other ancient hominids. 
We can also visit the Ethnographic Museum (located in the old palace of Haileselasie and main 
— campus of Addis Ababa University), Entoto Mountain (for views over Addis Ababa city) and 
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ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


the Entoto Maryam Museum (with royal garments, coins, drums and the royal crown used by Menelik II). 
For those interested, we can also choose to visit several ancient churches, the very old palace of Menelik II and 
Merkato (the largest open air market in Africa). There are many interesting monuments and historic sites that 
can be visited along the way, and opportunities to go souvenir shopping in the diverse and interesting markets 
of Addis Ababa. 


In the late afternoon, we enjoy a farewell dinner with a traditional buffet with local drinks and accompanied by 
a live cultural dance show featuring dancers from various different ethnic groups of Ethiopia. We then transfer 
to Bole international airport for departing evening flights, or transfer for drop off at your hotel in Addis Ababa 
if you are staying longer in Ethiopia or departing tomorrow. 


mër ett jah Ae, tabê 


ADD ON TRIP OPTIONS 


Awash Saba: A National Park home to a dormant volcano, mammals and predators. 


Axum: an ancient city home to obelisks, stelae, temples and palaces, and the final resting place of the Ark of 
Covenant. 


Bahir Dar: one of Africa’s most spectacular waterfalls - a cascade of the Blue Nile. 
Gondar: Visit extremely well preserved castles from the 17th Century. 

Harar: A medieval walled city and the cradle of Islam in Ethiopia. 

Lalibela: home to an incredible cruciform church carved into the bedrock. 


Simien Mountains: rugged and spectacular mountain scenery with a chance to see diverse wildlife, including 
the gelada baboon and Walia ibex. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to discuss add on trip options. 


LALIBELA CRUCIFORM CHURCHES 
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Wildlife and Cultures of 


Ethiopia Adventure 
Efionia 


Forget EVERYTHING you think you know about Ethiopia! 


Ethiopia is one of the most biologically rich and culturally diverse countries in the world. Home to snow-capped 
mountains, alpine meadows filled with exotic wildflowers, spectacular wildlife including baboons, ibex, hippos, 
crocodiles, hyenas, wolves and dozens of endemic birds, as well as perhaps the most vibrant historical heritage and 
intact tribal cultures on the entire African continent! Ethiopia is safe to visit and extremely well organised (with 
excellent roads and regular, reliable flights between the country’s cities). The accommodation during this trip is 
comfortable and clean, and all sites on the itinerary are easy to visit (allowing participants of all ages and abilities to 
undertake this adventure). 


The Redfern Team has spent three years developing this itinerary to offer you the chance to see the very best wildlife 
and cultural highlights of Ethiopia! This is one of our most exciting and diverse expedition ever! 


If you enjoyed our Wildlife of Madagascar, Wildlife of Borneo Adventures or Wildlife of Namibia expeditions, and if 
you want somewhere new and unusual for a completely unique experience, Ethiopia is definitely the place for you! 


Ethiopia really is unique. Charmingly, the country works to her own calendar system (it is still the year 2008). She 
has 13 months in the year, and a completely different system of time. Much of her architecture, food and landscapes 
seemingly belong to another planet. This will be an adventure that you will NEVER forget! 


£2,450 per person for (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Sunday 11th November to Monday 26th November 2018. This adventure will run multiple times over 
the coming year. Please email us for the dates. The best times to visit are July, August, September and October. 
Join one of our group tours during those months! 

6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your dates 
and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


We can customise add on itineraries to Erta Ale and Dallol. 


Flights serve Addis Ababa from cities across Europe, Asia, the Middle East and North America. 
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ITINERARY 


Pick up at 9.00 am from your hotel in Addis Ababa or Bole international airport (we recommend that 
you arrive one day before the expedition begins). Addis Ababa lies in Ethiopia's central highlands at an altitude 
of 2400m, making it the third highest capital in the world. The city is rich in monuments of colonial architecture 
and many of the best museums in Africa. We tour the highlights, starting with a visit to the National Museum 
of Ethiopia, which shelters Lucy and many other ancestral hominid remains. We can also visit the famous 
Ethnographic Museum and Entoto Mountain (with views over the city and ancient palaces). Other options 
(which we, as a group can chose) include Merkato, the largest open air market in Africa (a fascinating explosion 
of Ethiopian culture) or a half-day drive to the Tiya Stones (a series of prehistoric large stone pillars, many of 
which have carved shapes). Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a local restaurant. 


We catch an early morning flight (approx 7.00 am) to Lalibela and spend the day exploring one of Africa's 
greatest wonders - a series of ancient rock hewn churches carved below ground into the bedrock. Regardless of 
your interest in religion, the churches leave visitors in total awe and are regarded as one of the great wonders 
of the world. We explore the network of underground passages and chambers. Some of the churches date back 
700 years or more and have spectacular paintings and artwork. Lalibela boasts 11 main rock-hewn churches 
divided into three groups. The depth of history is unbelievable. If we are lucky, we may witness an ancient 
ceremony of chanting priests. Overnight in a local hotel with an intimate frankincense and coffee ceremony 
(green coffee beans are roasted and ground by locals in traditional clothes). Dinner in a local restaurant. 


Photos of Lalibela and the Coffee Ceremony 
Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 
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ITINERARY 


Day 3: In the morning visit the church of Neakuto Leab and the monastry of Asheten Mariam, which are built 
in natural caves and home to incredible, 800 year old icons and ancient pictorial depictions of bible scenes. 
Around lunchtime, we transfer to the airport for a flight to Axum. 


We have lunch, then explore Axums famous carved obelisks, the Queen of Shebas Bath (which supplies water 
to Axum year-round), King Bazen’s tomb, and the ruined Queen of Shebas Palace. We can also visit the St. 
Mary of Zion church, where the original Ark of the Covenant is still kept in a small chapel (according to local 
tradition). Overnight in a local hotel in Axum and dinner in a local restaurant. 


Day 4: After breakfast, we transfer into vehicles and drive southward to Debark, our base for visiting the famous 
Simien Mountains National Park. The road takes us through the Simien Mountains Range, the biggest range 
in Africa and we pass some of the most spectacular landscapes in all of Africa. Along the way, we visit local 
villages, observe ancient farming activities, and (depending upon the day) attend colourful local markets (that 
often attract thousands of local people). Overnight in a local hotel in Debark and dinner in a local restaurant. 


Day 5: Today we explore the amazing Simien Mountains National Park. We drive from Debark to approximately 
4,000 m and along the way see jagged panoramas, spectacular landscapes, unique “afro-alpine” vegetation 
(with extremely diverse and colourful wildflowers), fascinating traditional local houses (thatched huts) and 


Photos of icons in Asheten Mariam Monastry and Axum Obelisks 
Visit: for further information 
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spectacular wildlife. We are virtually guaranteed to see troops of the gelada baboons (usually hundreds are seen 
during each visit), and we may see the Walia ibex and the rare Ethiopian wolf. We often see the bizarre thick 
billed raven and a plethora of other birdlife (we have a good chance to see Wahlberg’s, Verreaux’s and martial 
eagle, the African hawk eagle, the rufous-breasted sparrow-hawk, fox kestrel, Cape eagle owl, Abyssinian owl 
and black stork, as well as several species of vultures). We can visit a view point looking out on the spectacular, 
500 m tall Jimbar Falls and explore bizarre forests of giant Lobelia trees. 

The Simien Mountains really are one of the great wildlife locations in Africa! The Gelada baboons are perhaps 
the star of the show. troops of up to 800 individuals can be seen grazing the grassy meadows at around 3,000 
m. if we approach quietly, we may sit and watch the baboons, and often the baboons approach us in search of 
grass (totally ignoring our presence), allowing for amazing photograph opportunities! 

In the afternoon, we drive to Gondar, and stay overnight in a local hotel and dine in a local restaurant Along 
the way, we can visit Weleka, a Village founded and settled by the Felasha or the Black Jewish community who 
are believed to have immigrated from Israel and lived in Ethiopia for over a thousands of years. 


After breakfast, we explore the fascinating historic sites of Gondar. We can visit the Royal Compound, 
where enchanting 17th century castles stand, as well as Debre Berhan Selassie Church (home to ancient mural 
paintings) and the Bath of Emperor Fasilodas. 


After lunch, we drive to Bahirdar for an overnight stay. Dinner in a local restaurant, overnight in a local hotel. 


Photos of the Simien Mountains 
Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 
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In the morning, we embark on a boat for a trip on Lake Tana to explore some of the monasteries hidden 
on the shores and islands in the middle of the lake. Dating from the 13th and 14th centuries, these ancient 
monasteries are decorated with beautiful paintings depicting stories from religious books. We then cruise in 
our boat across Lake Tana. Hippos are regularly seen, along with a plethora of birds! The lake is a key location 
for birds migrating between Europe, Asia and Africa and more than 300 bird species have been recorded. 
Highlights include flocks of great white pelicans, the black-crowned crane, wattled crane, half-collared 
kingfisher, African Fish Eagles, the elusive yellow-fronted parrot, and the endemic white-throated seedeater. 


After our trip on the lake, we drive south and trek about 1 km along an easy path to view the thundering Blue 
Nile Falls (approx 30 km south of its source). Along the way, we cross a picturesque 17th century stone bridge. 
In the afternoon, we return to Bahirdar for an evening flight to Addis Ababa. Dinner in a local restaurant, 
overnight in a local hotel. 


After breakfast, we drive to Arba Minch (Forty Springs), located at 1,300m in the foothills of the Rift 
Valley wall. The drive takes 7-8 hours with frequent stops and a lunch break. Along the way, we can visit 
villages of the Dorze people near Chencha. They are famous for their huge beehive huts which are among the 
most distinctive traditional structures to been seen anywhere in Africa. Every Dorze compound is surrounded 
by enset (false banana) and other crops. The Dorze produce the country’s best-woven cotton cloths. Overnight 
in a local hotel in Arba Minch and dinner in a local restaurant. 


Photos of Blue Nile Falls and Lake Tana 
Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 
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Day 9: After breakfast, we begin a boat trip on Lake Chamo for the chance to sight hippos and crocodiles at close 
range. Often large numbers of crocodiles can be viewed at a place known as "Azo-Gebeya" meaning Crocodile 
Market (this is one of Africa’s most impressive crocodile gatherings). After lunch, we stop at Karat town to visit the 
traditional villages of the Konso people. The Konso are a tribe renowned for their terraces built by human labour 
(and so scenic are their lands and ancient culture, that they have been registered by UNESCO as the 9th World 
Heritage Site of Ethiopia). We then drive to Jinka and overnight in a local restaurant and dine in a local restaurant. 


Day 10: This morning we drive from to Mago National Park to visit the Mursi tribe. The Mursi are famed for their 
lip plates, earlobes and stick fights (called "Donga" - a form of initiation). After lunch, the drive will continue deeper 
into the Omo Valley to Turmi. Along the way, we can visit villages of the Benna tribe, and with luck, we may witness 
a Bull Jumping ceremony (an initiation of the Hamer tribe in which a man must run on the back of lines of cattle). 
We overnight in a local hotel and dine in a local restaurant. 


Day 11: Today we visit the famous Omo River and villages of the Dassenech tribe. The Dassenech craft unique 
jewellery and decorations and we aim to have an intimate insight into traditional life in their villages. We can travel 
in one of their traditional canoes and enjoy the traditional way of crossing the Omo River. Afterwards, we continue 
the drive to Konso where we overnight in a local hotel and dine in a local restaurant. 


Day 12: Today we leave the Omo Valley and drive to Hawassa. Along the way, we will visit the villages of the Halaba 
people and see their vast cattle herds waiting for water at wells, and we can stop by the Senkele Wildlife Sanctuary. 
The open acacia woodland of the reserve is quite scenic and some of the animals are easily spotted, especially the 
Swayne’ hartebeests (a spectacular species of antelope), the population of which is currently estimated at between 
600 and 800. The sanctuary also harbours Bohor, reedbucks, greater kudus, orbis antelopes, spotted hyenas, serval 
and civet cats, caracals, warthogs, common jackals as well as 91 species of bird. We drive to Hawassa where we 
overnight in a local hotel and dine in a local restaurant. 


Day 13: Early this morning, we drive to Dinsho, our base for visiting the Bale Mountains National Park. Along the 
way, we pass spectacular scenery through the provinces of Arsi and Bale. These highlands are renowned for the 
best production of wheat in Ethiopia. On reaching the Bale National Park, we take ample time to spot the most 
rare endemic animal; the Ethiopian wolf (Bale is our best chance to see this species during our trip (sightings are 
usually made here)). We may also see the endemic Menelik’s bushbuck, Bohor reedbuck, klipspringer, grey duiker, 
warthog, African golden wolf, spotted hyena, serval, colobus monkey, lion, leopard, and African wild dog. The Bale 
Mountains are home to at least 282 species of birds, including nine species endemic to Ethiopia and a further 170 
migratory species. Ethiopian endemic birds found here include: blue-winged goose, spot-breasted lapwing, yellow- 
fronted parrot, Abyssinian longclaw, Abyssinian catbird, Bale parisoma, Ethiopian siskin, fawn-breasted waxbill 
and the Abyssinian owl. We have a good chance to see a wide diversity of Bale' bird life, then we drive to Bale Goba, 
where we overnight in a local hotel and dine in a local restaurant. 


Day 14: After breakfast, we proceed to the Awash National Park, which is also one of Ethiopias wildlife highlights. 
Here, we have a chance to see many large mammals, including Beisa oryx, Soemmerings gazzelle, Salt's dik-dik, 
lesser and greater kudu, Deffassa waterbuck, warthog, vervet monkey, colobus monkey, Hamadryas baboon, Anubis 
baboon and klipspringer. and some predators who can be seen only infrequently. The park is an excellent site for 
birdlife too, with over 453 species of native birds present, including North African ostriches. We overnight at the 
park in a local hotel and dine in a local restaurant. 


Day 15: Today, we visit one of the most incredible historic sites in Ethiopia. We drive to the city of Harar, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. The drive takes us from the Rift Valley to the South East Highlands. Harar is an ancient walled 
city with a maze of old streets, bazaars and fascinating buildings. Exploring is like stepping back in time. 

Besides the stone wall surrounding the city, the old town is home to 110 mosques and many more shrines, centered 
on Feres Magala square. Notable buildings include Medhane Alem Cathedral, the house of Ras Mekonnen, the 
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house of Arthur Rimbaud, the sixteenth century Jami Mosque and historic Great Five Gates of Harar. One can also 
visit the ancient market. 


Harar is a photographers dream. It is full of ancient charm and character, and it is one of the most interesting ancient 
cities of the world. It is actually the fourth holist Islamic center in the world next to Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem 
(and deserves as much attention as these cities). 


In the evening, we take part in a local tradition. We visit the city walls where locals feed wild hyenas with bones and 
meat. We can sit on the ground with the locals and watch as the hyenas approach and take the food from their hands 
and mouths. It is an incredible experience to see the hyenas up close. We overnight in Harar, and have dinner in a 
local restaurant and sleep in a local hotel. 


Today, we proceed to Aweday, home to the largest open air market of Chat (Kat) in the world (and one of the 
most colorful markets in Ethiopia). We then drive to Drie Dawa, a big town born by the French built railway which 
connects Djibouti with Addis Ababa. If time permits, we visit the railway station built 100 years ago. This compound 
is full of old locomotives and cargos. After lunch, we fly back to Addis Ababa. 

In the capital, we have the opportunity to spend the rest of the afternoon shopping in markets for souvenirs, or we 
can visit any of the museums and sites that we missed on Day 1. 

In the evening, we enjoy a farewell dinner party with traditional special buffet and local drinks accompanied with 
a live cultural dance show from the different ethnic groups of Ethiopia. We then transfer for drop off either at your 
hotel (if you are staying longer in Ethiopia), or Bole international airport for departing flights. 


Photos of tribes in the Omo Valley and wildlife of Bale and Harar 
Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 


Komodo Dragon 
Adventure 
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Komodo Island is the stuff of legends. A remote tropical paradise ruled by dragons... or more accurately... 
the largest lizards alive on Earth today. Known as Varanus komodoensis, the dragons can measure up to 3 m in 
length and weigh up to 70 kg. 


This unique adventure takes you on a journey across the island of Flores (where the dragons also live), through 
rainforests to the spectacular multi-coloured crater lakes of Kelimutu volcano, the native village of Bena 
complete with megaliths and long-tailed macaques, and a day trip to the fascinating thatched conical “drum 
houses” of Wae Rebo village. The climax of the trip comes as we reach the west of Flores and travel by boat to 
Komodo, Rinca and Padar Islands, all home to diverse wildlife, unbelievable scenery, some of the best coral reef 
snorkelling in the world, and of course, the famous dragons which we observe in their natural habitat, safely 
with skilled local rangers as our guides! 


Join this adventure to see the best highlights of Komodo and Flores! 
Explore the land of the dragon, and see this unique reptile up close and personal! 


we have specifically designed this Komodo Dragon Adventure 
to run immediately after our Christmas Island Adventure (see our catalogue under Australia). Those that 
wish to undertake the Christmas Island trip will fly to Jakarta at the end of that expedition to join the participants 
of the Komodo Dragon Adventure group. We will all then fly from Jakarta to Maumere to begin our journey 
across Flores and Komodo. Join us for just the Komodo Dragon Adventure, OR both the Christmas Island 
Adventure and the Komodo Dragon Adventure to see two of Asia’s most incredible natural wonders! 


To be confirmed (depending upon the number of participants coming), but approximately £1,650 
for , all inclusive of costs on the islands (not inclusive of flights to/from Flores). 
Jakarta International Airport, Indonesia. 
Jakarta International Airport, Indonesia. 
Saturday 15th December to Saturday 22nd December 2018. 
6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Flights are available to Jakarta from major airports across the world. Alternatively you can fly to 
Bali (for a luxurious beach holiday) before or after this adventure, and from there fly to/from Jakarta. 
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KEY INFO 


The Komodo National Park is a bright jewel in Indonesias diverse archipelago. Well off the 
tourist trail, this park is formed of three big islands: Komodo, Rinca and Padar, plus a few other 
islets making a total of 2,321 Km"? of protected land and sea. 


Approximately 5,700 dragons call this stunning part of Indonesia home, with the largest 
population occurring on Komodo Island (about 2,000 individuals). The dragons were first 
documented by Europeans in 1910, when rumours of a "land crocodile" reached the Dutch 
colonial administration. 


Seeing Komodo dragons in the wild is an unforgettable experience. When accompanied by 
skilled local rangers, visits to the habitat of the dragon can be undertaken safely, allowing for 
incredible photo opportunities. But we must respect the dragons at all times, and remember 
their powerful and fierce nature. Even seemingly docile dragons may become unpredictably | 
aggressive, especially when the animals territory is invaded by someone unfamiliar. 


When arriving in Komodo National Park, we will receive clear and detailed instructions: don't 
look directly at a Komodo dragon, keep your head down, walk only along the trails, stay together 
with your group, one ranger goes in the front the group and the other in the back. Never go to 
the toilet alone, and girls on their period need extra attention and double security, as the dragons 
can smell the blood and might be more likely to attack. By law, we will be accompanied by at least 
two rangers who have years of experience guiding tourists in the Komodo National Park. 


That said, many visitors are surprised at how slow and seemingly lazy the dragons are for much 
of the day. Dragons are often spotted sleeping, or lying on the ground digesting their last meal, 
or walking slowly looking for food. From a respectful and safe distance, we may observe these 
majestic animals and watch individuals interact. 


Trekking across Komodo, Rinca and Padar Islands is not difficult, and we will follow several 
excellent trails to the best dragon locations. The trails also offer the opportunity to see diverse 
birdlife and spectacular scenery. The view across Padar Island (which has several curved bays set 
amongst mountainous scenery) is one of the most spectacular views in all of Asia. 


Although Komodo dragons can be spotted all year round, December is an excellent time to | 
visit. It is the end of the dry season, before the wet season really sets in, after the mating season 
(from July to August when dragons can be more aggressive), and after the nesting season (from 
September to November when sighting dragons can be more difficult). 


The Komodo National Park is also home to some of the best coral reefs in Indonesia (even some 
of the best reefs in the world according to many divers). We can spend time visiting Komodo 
Island's unique Pink Beach, and snorkelling in the National Parks pristine waters to see the 
diverse underwater marine life. For those interested in scuba diving, we can arrange dive trip 
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Those undertaking the Christmas Island Adventure will arrive in Jakarta the night before Day 1. We can 
overnight in the airport hotel at Jakarta International Airport (rooms can be booked for you, if required). 


Meet at Jakarta International Airport and fly to Maumere on the island of Flores. We meet our 

team of guides at Maumere, and transfer by vehicle (approx 3 hours) to Moni town at the foot of Kelimutu 

2 volcano. The settlement is surrounded by spectacular scenery, and a landscapes dotted with palms and 

` Î banana trees. There are also a number of visible burial sites in front gardens, a local cultural tradition. 
Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a hotel at Moni. 


| An early morning wake up call for departure to the Kelimutu volcano. We recommend departing 

prior to sunrise, but can decide the departure time as a group. A short walk (30 minutes) takes us to a 
lookout point to wait for a spectacular sunrise. Kelimutu means Mountain of the Spirits, and this volcano 
is known for its famous three coloured lakes in craters at the summit: turquoise, brown and black that 
arise from differing concentrations of dissolved minerals. The lakes change colour with the changing light 
of the morning. We will have breakfast by the lakes, for the amazing lake colours are best in daylight. As 
we descend, we will likely see long tailed macaques, and can visit hot springs. After lunch, we continue our 
journey westwards, driving through the beautiful landscape via Ende to Bajawa with stops at Soekarno’s 
House in Ende, at the striking green stone beach Pengga Jawa, and enjoy beautiful views of the Ebulobo 
volcano. Before reaching Bajawa, if time allows, we can stop at the traditional village of Wogo (with 
interesting traditional architecture). Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a hotel at Bajawa. 


After breakfast, we visit the traditional village of Bena, situated about 16 km from Bajawa at the 
foot of Mount Inerie. Home to the Ngada people, it is full of fascinating stone megaliths and ancestral 
shrines, as well as traditional houses. The village consists of two parallel rows of traditional, high thatch- 
| roofed buildings. Prominent in the center of the village are ngadhu and bhaga, pairs of shrines - one for 
each clan of the village - representing the clan's ancestors. We enjoy a guided tour around Bena, and can 
buy locally crafted ikat (tie-dyed woven cloth sarongs with beautiful motif patterns). At the end of the 
village, elevated on a small hill, a viewpoint affords breath-taking views of Bena, Mount Inerie and the 
Savu Sea. We then continue our drive west to reach a small village not far from Denge. Dinner in a local 
restaurant. Accommodation at a hotel not far from Denge. 


After breakfast, we drive to Denge and trek for about three hours to Wae Rebo, an old Manggaraian 
village situated amongst isolated mountain scenery. The village includes numerous mbaru niang (‘drum 
| houses in the Manggaraian language) - spectacular, tall, traditional, circular, cone-shaped thatched 
houses with very unique architecture. The drum houses are still a place to hold meetings and rituals, and 
| the walk to the village passes through dense rainforest with diverse vegetation, including orchids, palms, 
and different ferns, and a wide diversity of birdlife. After our trek, we drive to Labuan Bajo (approx 3 
hours). Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a hotel at Labuan Bajo. 


Early breakfast and transfer by boat to Komodo Island to meet rangers for safety briefing. The 
rangers guide us safely along trails to spot dragons as well as diverse bird life, and possibly wild water 
buffalo, native deer, boars and macaques. We can visit the famous Pink Beach (made of pinkish sand that 
| isa mix of white sand and little pieces of red coral brought by the waves). The beach is a surreal landscape, 
| framed by clear warm water filled with colourful fish and coral. Leaving Komodo, we cruise past Kalong 
Island as the sun sets to watch the orange sky fill with hundreds of giant fruit bats flying from the island's 
shores. It is an incredible spectacle to see so many dark wings contrasting with the sunset colours in the 
sky. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a hotel at Labuan Bajo. 


After breakfast, we visit Rinca and Padar Islands for another opportunity to see dragons, bird life, 
and possibly wild water buffalo, native deer, boar and macaques. Cockatoos are often seen around Rinca 
Island. A highly recommended one hour walk inland across Padar takes us to the summit of the island 
to view one of the most spectacular views in Asia (Padar's several curved bays set amongst mountainous 
scenery). For those that so wish, there are excellent snorkelling locations around Rinca Island,and 
dolphins are often seen. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a hotel at Labuan Bajo. 


After breakfast, we transfer to Labuan Bajo airport and say goodbye to our guides, before flying 
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Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 


or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 
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Last Great Nepenthes 
Adventure 
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This challenging two-part adventure for the fit and adventurous sets out to address the last great mysteries of Nepenthes 
taxonomy. There are three main questions that we seek to answer. 1. What is Nepenthes beccariana? 2. What is Nepenthes mollis? 
3. What is the status of Nepenthes mapuluensis, N. epiphytica, the type form of N. fusca, and the gigantic form of N. tentaculata 
in nature? The latter species are now amongst the least documented of all described Nepenthes. 


The mysteries we seek to uncover are: 


Nepenthes beccariana: First described in 1908 from the island of Nias by John Macfarlane, Nepenthes beccariana has not been 
studied in nature since. Plants thought to resemble this species have been identified on the Sumatran mainland, but not efforts have 
been made to locate this species at its locus classicus. We will visit Nias, where this species was first collected, in an effort to relocate 
it, and then visit related plants (and more!) on the Sumatran mainland to determine whether or not they represent the same taxon. 


Nepenthes mollis: This species was first described by Benedict Danser in 1928 from a single collection made in East Kalimantan 
(Borneo) in 1925 from remote Mount Kemul, a mountain that has not been botanised since. Though collected without pitchers, 
usually considered diagnostic in Nepenthes, its stems and leaves were so distinct and hairy as to convince Danser that it was new. To 
date, no one knows what this plant might represent and the mountain is so remote that no one has visited it since. The time has come 
to change that. 


Nepenthes mapuluensis: This spectacular, dark pitchered species has only been knowingly seen on three occasions since it was 
described. Devastated by fires in the 1990s, much of its habitat was cleared for palm oil plantations, however it primarily grows on 
limestone formations that are not easily accessed by logging vehicles. It is thus believed that some strongholds may remain therein. 


Nepenthes epiphytica: This unusual species with its broadly funnel-shaped, toilet-like pitchers has only been seen on two known 
occasions since it was first collected in 1963 by botanist André Kostermans. It habitat lies atop Mount Nyapa, a remote but non- 
technical peak located in Berau Regency. 


Nepenthes fusca type: This species, like N. mollis, was first described from Mount Kemul. Since then, it has not been revisited in 
nature and a broad array of plants across Borneo have been described under the umbrella name N. fusca. Only by visiting Kemul will 
it be possible to determine the true status of this taxon and those that are associated with it. 


Gigantic Nepenthes tentaculata: Documented at a handful of sites in the interior of Borneo, it is hoped that Mount Kemul will be host 
to this unusual taxon. Whether it represents a variety of N. tentaculata or indeed an entirely distinct species is yet to be determined. 


During this adventure, we visit Sumatra and Borneo in order to locate and study these species to determine their statuses once and 
for all. However, this adventure is not a shot in the dark: we will visit a number of other known sites for different Nepenthes species 
along the way. 


This adventure consists of two parts: Part 1 & Part 2. Participants may join for just Part 1, just Part 2, or for the entire adventure. 


£4,600 per person for ghts (all inclusive from start to end point). 
£2,450 per person for (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
Part 1: Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia. Part 2: Berau, Kalimantan, Indonesia. 
Jakarta, Indonesia. 
Part 1: Saturday 16th June to Saturday 30th June. Part 2: Sunday 1st July to Saturday 14 July 2018. 
8 (+1 medic + 2 expedition leaders). 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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Meet in Medan, transferring to airport for an early morning flight to Binaka Airport, Nias, 
near the island capital Gunungsitoli. Depositing our luggage at our accommodation, we proceed 
immediately to one of two low mountains identified as Nepenthes locations by local contacts. The first 
site is accessible directly from the road. A lowland site with Nepenthes will also be visited nearby if time 
permits. Both locations could harbour populations of N. beccariana. If we can relocate this species, we 
can conclude the question of the identity of this plant. 


Today we drive to a second site that could host the elusive Nepenthes beccariana; it is the highest 
point on Nias and is ascended on foot. This is likely to be a hot but interesting journey through the local 
forests. This is the third and final site where we can search for N. beccariana. Local contacts suggests 
these three locations on the itinerary are the prime remaining habitat for Nepenthes on Nias. They 
may contain N. ampullaria, N. gracilis, N. mirabilis and possibly N. sumatrana. If we are successful in 
rediscovering N. beccariana, we can resolve the identity of the species. If we are not successful, then it 
could be that the populations on Nias have been extirpated in the years since the species was discovered. 


We travel to the west coast of Nias to visit Danau Megoto, a lake from which Nepenthes have 
been reported. The lake is a 4 kilometre hike through lowland forest and scrub in an area known for its 
birdlife, while deer, crabs and monkeys can also be seen. 


Before our flight in the early afternoon, we will visit a mangrove area near to which Nepenthes 
have been seen, thereafter transferring to Sibolga, Sumatra. 


We visit excellent known locations for Nepenthes sumatrana, N. longifolia, N. eustachya, 
N. ampullaria, N. mirabilis and N. gracilis before and after lunch, and a second N. longifolia site after 
lunch. By contrasting N. longifolia with N. beccariana, we seek to clarify once and for all whether or not 
the two species are one and the same. In the evening we review our findings with respect to observations 
made on Nias. Overnight in Sibolga. 


We take a morning flight to Medan, transfer for a flight Jakarta, and finally travel on to Balikpapan 
on the east coast of Kalimantan, Borneo. 


We begin a full day's drive to the Sangkulirang Peninsula, one of the largest karstic landscapes in 
the world, arriving in time for dinner. 


Chartering a boat from the local jetty, we travel upstream to our jump off point. A remote 
frontier town from which we will explore the local limestone formations for the elusive Nepenthes 
mapuluensis, led by local bird's nest collectors. The region is also known for its wild orangutans, which, 
if we are very lucky, we may encounter. 


We explore a number of target sites in the region for Nepenthes mapuluensis. 


): We explore the remaining sites for Nepenthes mapuluensis. Note: during both days of searching, 
there is a high probability that we might encounter N. ampullaria, N. gracilis, N. mirabilis, N. rafflesiana 
and N. reinwardtiana. 
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ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


Returning to Sangkulirang, we charter vehicles to take us north on a full day journey to 
Tanjungredeb (Berau), arriving in time for dinner. 


We set out for Gunung Nyapa in search of Nepenthes epiphytica, seen only two or three times in 
nature; originally in 1963 and again in the 2000s by those who described it. Starting our hike, we strike 
out into the forest in search of our first campsite on the flanks of the mountain; we might encounter N. 
ampullaria, N. gracilis, N. mirabilis, N. rafflesiana, N. fusca, N. tentaculata and N. reinwardtiana. 


Summiting the peak, we attempt to photograph plants of Nepenthes epiphytica on the more 
accessible trees. 


We return to the base of Nyapa and make our way back to Berau for evening. 


Those not taking part in Part 2 will fly from Berau airport to Jakarta arriving in the evening 
for late departures or to overnight. For those remaining for Part 2, we prepare for our journey to 
Mount Kemul in the Kalimantan interior, securing logistics and transport. For those undertaking both 
expeditions, the flight from Medan to Berau is included in the cost of the trip. 


Travelling first by road and then by boat, we reach a Punan tribal settlement 40 km from the 
summit of Mount Kemul. Where we begun our voyage into the unknown with local elders as our 
guides. We have planned 6 days trekking towards Mount Kemul to reach its summit ( ; 

, 20, 21 and 22) and 5 days back ( , 24, 25, 26 and 27). There is a very high probability that 
we will encounter Nepenthes ampullaria, N. gracilis, N. mirabilis, N. rafflesiana, N. reinwardtiana and 
N. tentaculata ‘typical form along the way. A bonus could be the little-known giant form of Nepenthes 
tentaculata. On mountains close to Mount Kemul, unusual giant forms of N. tentaculata with pitchers 
up to 30 cm tall have been found. These plants may represent a new species or at least a new variety of 
N. tentaculata. It is our hope to find out what they are! 


We depart the Punan village and make the long return journey to Berau, arriving in time for 
dinner. 


We fly from Berau to Jakarta, arriving in the evening for late departures. 


Should we return from Mount Kemul early, or if an insurmountable obstacle is encountered, if time 
and budget allow we will travel to southeastern Borneo to locate the large and beautiful Nepenthes 
boschiana type form in the mountains near to the coast. 


Please Note: this expedition is to a remote region where infrastructure is minimal and emergency 
services unavailable. A qualified expedition medic will therefore accompany us, while two expedition 
leaders will be present to maximise safety. 


It is not known what we will discover and there are no guarantees, but it will be a true adventure under 
challenging conditions. 


Any discoveries of merit that are made during our travels can be jointly published by those involved. 
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Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Sulawesi Culture & Wildlife 
Adventure 


Sulawesis-Indoneésta 


Sulawesi is home to the most idiosyncratic tribal cultures of Indonesia, if not the whole of Southeast Asia. 
The Toraja tribe of the highlands has come to be known first and foremost for their unique death and burial 
rituals, not to mention their striking architecture and traditional way of life. An annual festival even sees them 
exhuming the bodies of ancestors, dressing them in new clothes and taking them on parade before laying them 
to rest once more. Further south, the vanishing Ammatoa tribe live in small community compounds where 
modern technology ends at the front gate; always dressed in black, again because of beliefs regarding life and 
death, they see the trappings of modernity as nothing more than distraction, attending to their daily routines 
without technology. And on the coast, the Bugis, regarded as the original pirates of Southeast Asia, form fishing 
communities famous for their tremendous ship building skills. 


During this adventure, we visit these three groups of native peoples to gain an insight into other ways of life 
that have remarkably persisted into the present day against all odds. Not to be ignored are their fine culinary 
traditions which, like much of the cuisine of the region, sees food prepared with locally grown ingredients 
combined into a staggering array of mouth watering creations. 


Finally, we venture north to the most famous national park on the island, the Tangkoko Batuangus reserve, 
where participants will aim to rub shoulders with the endemic black macaques, admire striking knobbed- 
hornbills and bear cuscus up in the trees, spot the impossibly cute spectral tarsier, and search for a variety of 
unusual birds and reptiles not easily seen anywhere else! 


£2,000 per person for (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
Makassar, Sulawesi, Indonesia. 
Makassar, Sulawesi, Indonesia. 
Sunday 12 August - Wednesday 22 August 2018. 
6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Visit the volcanic Straits of Lembeh for 2D/3N of Scuba diving, 
staying at a PADI certified resort overlooking one of the best macro dive sites in the world! Price on application 
according to current availability. 


Makassar is served by various airlines including Garuda Indonesia (Jakarta, Denpasar), Silk Air 
(Singapore) and AirAsia (Kuala Lumpur). Flights can be easily booked through all major airline websites. 


ITINERARY 


An early departure from Makassar sees us bound north for Tanah Toraja, the Land of the Heavenly 
Kings. This long journey takes us from the hot and humid lowlands to the cool mountain plateau region 
of northern South Sulawesi, passing by Bantimurung National Park, home to the second largest karst 
(limestone) landscape in the world. We stop en route at Pare Pare for lunch overlooking the lowlands and 
the distant coastline, and again for tea at Bambapuang to see the ‘erotic mountain’ of Buntu Kabobong. 
We arrive in Rantepao, capital of the Toraja region, usually just after sundown. The most popular dinner 
option is the local speciality ayam penyet, a fragrant fried chicken served with cooked vegetables, though 
an excellent fish alternative is available. We overnight in our local accommodation. 


After breakfast, we visit Kete'Kesu a village known for its traditional wood carvings, but also 
for its unusual hanging graves. We also visit Marante, which abuts a rocky outcrop and burial site. This 
village produces rice, and this vital commodity is stored in traditional raised granaries, alongside soaring 
Tongkonan houses. After lunch, we visit one of the best preserved Tongkonan sites at the village of 
Pallawa, whose thatched gables are covered in epiphytic plants, sometimes including orchids! We then 
move on to Lokomata, an unusual burial site consisting of a large boulder into which graves have been 
bored, before stopping at a cotton weaving village, Sadan To Barana, prior to dinner. 


In the morning, our first destination is a natural cave site used as a grave by generations of people 
at the village of Londa. Thereafter we move on to the striking Lemo, where the dead are hoisted into tiny 
cliffside chambers, in front of which are placed effigies of the deceased, looking out over the landscape 
like spectators. Next, the royal family tombs at Suaya make for a strong contrast with the more modest 
Lemo. After lunch, we pay our respects at Kambira, where an ancient fig tree is the site of hanging graves 
dedicated to holding the remains of only the smallest infants, and finally the village of Sangalla, where the 
tomb of King Sangalla lies amongst trees and bamboo. Some leisure time may expected in the afternoon 
before dinner. 


After an early breakfast, we descend to the east coast via the town of Palopo en route to our 
destination, the ‘silk city’ of Sengkang. After lunch on arrival, we enjoy a boat ride on Lake Tempe to the 
floating villages. Here, we witness the locals carrying out their daily activities. If time allows, we can visit 
a local silk weaving factory. In the evening, a traditional Bugis meal is served. 


Driving south, we journey towards the coast and eventually the southeastern tip of the South 
Sulawesi peninsula, with lunch served en route. Our destination is Tanjung Bira, a village famous for its 
traditional boat building community. Following our afternoon arrival, guests are at leisure to enjoy the 
beach and sunset before a dinner of local seafood. 


5: We make a morning visit to the Ammatoa tribe, a group of people that eschew modern technology, 
living traditionally in a village compound without electricity and speaking their own language, Konjo. 
Dressed all in black, symbolising the darkness experienced in the womb before birth and again after 
death, they are duty bound to pray for peace and the wellbeing of humankind. After lunch, we visit Tana 
Beru boat-building centre to see the the construction of traditional Pinisi boats. 


We depart for Makassar, arriving in time for a late lunch. Once checked in to our accommodation, 
guests are at leisure to explore the local shops or simply relax in advance of dinner at a seafood barbecue 
known for its grilled fish. 


We fly from Makassar to Mandao, where we transfer by car to the Tangkoko Nature Reserve, 
famous for its wildlife. Scops owls may sometimes even nest right above our accommodation, and other 
striking birds are not uncommon. 


At Tangkoko, we are guided to see black crested macaques (Macaca nigra), little spectral tarsiers 
(Tarsius tarsier) and (with luck) a flying dragon (Draco volans), a lizard with beautiful yellow or orange 
wing flaps. Knobbed hornbills and kingfishers are amongst the many birds also regularly sighted. 


A second full day at Tangkoko is always appreciated, offering the chance to locate any animals we 
may have missed, including the amazing local vipers, but also the chance to go snorkelling in the warm 
waters off the coast. 


The group returns from Tangkoko to Manado airport, where guests are delivered to a lunchtime 
flight back to Makassar, arriving mid-afternoon in time for onward departures. 
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to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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Sumatra Nepenthes 
Adventure 


Bigg tea lala tiers rd 


Sumatra is home to arguably the greatest diversity of carnivorous pitcher plants of the world. A total of 37 known 
species are found on this biologically rich island, along with tigers, rhinoceros, elephants, countless orchids, and 
the biggest flowers on earth: Rafflesia and Amorphophallus. 


This expedition takes you on a 16 day itinerary to see many of the most spectacular Sumatran pitcher plants in 
the wild, along with a diverse range of other wildlife highlights. We will trek through pristine rainforest, mossy 
cloud forest, and up to the summits of dormant volcanoes to observe Nepenthes in their natural habitats. Along 
the way, we will have the chance to encounter orangutans, macaques, a vast diversity of birdlife, Paphiopedilum 
and countless orchids, and (with luck) open blooms of Rafflesia arnoldii and Amorphophallus titanum. During 
the itinerary, we can visit fascinating Minangkabau villages to witness their unique culture, sample their exquisite 
food, and observe their impressive “bull-horn” houses and rice barns - some of which are more than 300 years 
old! As we travel south during the trip, we have the opportunity to visit the extremely impressive Minangkabau 
Royal Palace! 


£2,350 per person for 16 d (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia. 
Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia. 
Sunday 3rd June to Saturday 16th June. This adventure will run multiple times over the coming 
year. Please email us for the dates. 
6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your dates 

and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


We can organise visits to Bukit Lawang in search of the Sumatran 
orangutan, as well as Thomass leaf monkeys, two species of gibbon and macaques (2D/1N). We can also set up 
treks in the Gunung Leuser National Park, or organise further trips to climb Nepenthes mountain in Sumatra, 
other parts of Indonesia, or Malaysia and the Philippines nearby. 


Medan is served by various airlines including Silk Air (Singapore), Malaysia Airlines and AirAsia 
(Kuala Lumpur, Penang) and Garuda Indonesia (Jakarta, Singapore). Many find it most economical to fly to 
Singapore and catch low-fare flights to/from Medan (e.g. AirAsia, Silk Air or Lion Air). 
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ITINERARY 


Note: precise location details in this itinerary are masked due to the sensitive nature of the sites visited. 


Day 1: Medan to Padang flight. Following pickup, we drive south to a large protected area that includes a 
number of volcanoes; it is home to a wide diversity of plants and animals, including the endangered Sumatran 
Tiger. 


Day 2-4: We ascend our first mountain, hiking to over 2000 m elevation where we break camp for the evening. 
Although this is tiger territory and the group is required to stay together, there are opportunities to explore 
the nearby forest before nightfall. On Day 3 we hike to a ridge overlooking our camp in search of the unusual 
Nepenthes aristolochioides. The mountain is also home to red and green forms of N. gymnamphora as well as the 
striking N. singgalana. On Day 4 we descend to the jump-off point and drive north to our next site of interest. 


Day 5: Today is a rest day, but to keep our muscles primed, we journey to a nearby valley in search of Nepenthes 
adnata. Nepenthes longifolia, N. albomarginata and occasional other lowlanders are sometimes seen. If in flower, 
there is also a chance to encounter Rafflesia arnoldii, the world’s largest bloom, and possibly Amorphophallus 
titanum, the world’s largest compound inflorescence! 


Day 6: Travelling onwards, we arrive at the base of our next mountain by evening, with a view to ascend 
tomorrow. 


Day 7: Following an early breakfast, we make a one day ascent of the mountain; this is a long but non-technical 
trek of 5 hours to the summit. We encounter N. gymnamphora, and thereafter N. izumiae and N. jacquelineae 
and potentially their hybrid. We start our descent to the base by 2pm, arriving in the lowlands around 6pm. 
After dinner, we travel to the base of our next mountain, where we check in to our lodge and overnight. A long 
but hopefully rewarding day! 


Day 8: We climb the steep slopes of the mountain to the pre-summit campsite where we overnight. Nepenthes 
naga is documented on this mountain as a high epiphyte and may be difficult to spot. 


Day 9: Following an early breakfast, we ascend 1 hour to the nearby summit where N. jamban, N. lingulata, 
N. izumiae and N. spec ‘tamini? can be found, along with few, but large plants of N. dubia. We start to descend 
by noon to the base of the mountain, arriving by sundown. We dine and overnight in a nearby town. 


Day 10: A well-earned rest day in which we travel to a town located near the base of our next mountain. 


Day 11: In the early morning, we travel to the jump-off point and begin our climb, gaining as much elevation 
as possible before camping close to a small stream. 


Day 12: Starting as early as possible as it is a long day of trekking, we pack up camp and, with our day packs 
only, ascend to the summit; en route we encounter Nepenthes gymnamphora, N. rhombicaulis, an epiphytic 
species similar to N. ovata and, for those who are able to make the summit, N. flava. We descend to the base 
arriving towards sunset. We return to town for dinner and a well-earned rest. 


Day 13: Today is a proper holiday. We travel to the coast, stopping en route to study N. sumatrana. After a quick 
lunch, we head into the hills to visit a very rich site for lowland species, including N. sumatrana, N. longifolia, 
N. rafflesiana, N. ampullaria, N. gracilis, N. eustachya red and N. eustachya white, along with their hybrids. 


Day 14: We travel towards Lake Toba viaa site known for its black N. tobaica. We check into our accommodation 
close to the lake. 


Day 15: We travel to the volcanic slopes of Mount Sibayak via the former site of Nepenthes rigidifolia. Although 
this species has been rendered extinct by poaching, N. spectabilis abounds and the rare N. rigidifolia x spectabilis 
hybrid may remain. 


Day 16: We return to Medan in time for a farewell lunch and flight departures from early afternoon onwards. 


Please note: A degree of flexibility has to exist with expeditions in Sumatra due to the nature of the roads and 
weather conditions. As a group, we can may need to tweak the plan as necessary during our travels. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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Orchids of Italy 
Adventure 


AONO ORIS italy 


Southern Europe is home to a tantalising array of terrestrial orchid species, but the south of Italy is home to the 
greatest concentrations of species anywhere, the small Gargano Promontory being home to approximately 65 
different species, making it the richest orchid site in Europe, while the wider province of Puglia in which the 
Gargano is located has over 100 recognised species. 


Travel with us over the course of a week through the National Parks of Abruzzo, to see alpine meadows in 
bloom below snow-capped mountains, before venturing to the coast where, on the Gargano itself, we explore 
meadows crowded with numerous wildflowers, including numerous orchid genera like Himantoglossum, 
Ophrys, Anacamptis, Orchis, Neotinea and Serapias, as well as spectacular scenery and the finest in Italian 
country table fare. 


Findings vary from year to year according to the seasons, but we expect to encounter 25-40 different orchid 
species in a matter of just days. This lovely itinerary takes in some of central Italy's finest orchid regions—and 
indeed countryside—and is bound to appeal to nature lovers of all persuasions. Some of the species typically 
seen include Anacamptis morio, A. coriophora, A. pyramidalis, A. laxiflora, Cephalanthera damasonium, Ophrys 
apulica, O. bertolonii, O. biscutella, O. bombyliflora, O. corsica, O. holoserica, O. incubacea, O. insectifera, O. 
lutea, O. sphegodes, O. tenthredinifera, O. lucana, O. oestrifera subsp. montis-gargani, O. promontorii, O. sicula, 
Orchis purpurea, O. anthropophorum, O. quadripunctata, O. pauciflora, O. papilionacea, O. tridentata, O. simia, 
Neotinea maculata, Serapias lingua, S. vomeracea, S. longifolia, S. pauciflora, S. orientalis and S. apulica. 


Dependent upon the number of participants (please email us for more information). 
Pescara, Italy. 
Bari, Italy. 
Late April to Early May only. Please email for dates. 
6-10 (smaller groups can be organised on a bespoke basis). 
; If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


This expedition begins in Pescara, which is served by various airlines including Alitalia and 
Ryanair. We end at Bari, served by Alitalia, Ryanair, easyjet and British Airways (seasonally). Flights can be 
easily booked through all major airline websites. 


ITINERARY 


The itinerary may vary slightly from year to year as flowering at the time of the journey may shift 
slightly, making some sites better than others in any given year, but as a guide, the itinerary incorporates 
visits to national parks in Abruzzo and Foggia. For example: 


Following pick-up in Pescara, we drive to Abruzzo, visiting roadside meadows en route to our 
accommodation in the Gran Sasso National Park. We overnight at a lodge at the base of the tallest peak 
in the region. 


Taking a cable car, we ascend to the alpine zone in search of endemic wildflowers, descending 
on foot along the trail to the base of the mountain. 


Travel south to the Gargano Promontory. In the limited time remaining in the afternoon, we 
explore Monte Saraceno with its ancient tombs and sweeping views towards the sea. In the evening, we 
dine at the seaside and enjoy the region’s famous typical dishes. 


Today we visit the herbfields surrounding Monte SantAngelo. Lunch is held at a traditional 
osteria known for its exceptional antipasti, particularly the house ricotta and locally made honey. In 
the afternoon we visit the Santa Maria di Pulsano Abbey where a cliffside walk presents a different sort 
of habitat and component plants. 


Driving along the coast, we visit a number of sites to discover local endemic orchids, with a 
chance to stop at the seaside for some refreshments. In the afternoon, we make our way back to our 
accommodation via the Foresta d'Umbra, where shade loving species can be found. 


We spend much ofthe day exploring the environs of Monte Sacro, one of the richest orchid sites 
of the itinerary, with a pause in the middle of the day for some of the excellent local food. 


We depart in the morning for Bari, where participants can catch departing flights from the early 
afternoon. 


Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 
or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 


Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 
or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 
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_ Avenue of the Baobabs: 
۲۱ ۵ Adventure 2 


We often organise this short trip as an “add on” extension to our Wildlife of Madagascar Expeditions, allowing 
participants to undertake this itinerary before or after their main Madagascar adventure. 


The Avenue of the Baobabs is dirt road that runs from Morondava. Along a 260 m stretch of the road, there stand 
approximately 25 majestic baobab trees that are up to 30 m tall. The baobab species found here is Adansonia 
grandidieri which occurs nowhere else on Earth. The largest trees are many centuries old and are remnants of 
a dense forest that once dominated much of the west of the island. The Avenue of the Baobabs is the best place 
in Madagascar to capture iconic baobab photographs, and is particularly beautiful at sunrise and sunset. 


Kirindy’s two protected areas offer some of the highest concentrations of primates on Earth, with seven lemur 
species (Madame Berthe’s mouse, red-fronted brown, pale fork-marked, grey mouse, Coquerel’s dwarf, fat- 
tailed dwarf, red-tailed sportive andVerreaux’s sifaka). Madame Berthes mouse lemur is the smallest primate 
in the world, being just 9.2 cm long when mature, and weighing just 30 g. The Kirindy reserves are also the best 
place in Madagascar to see the island’s top predator, the cat-like fossa, which hunts many of the lemur species, 
and the unusual Labord’s chameleon. We can organise visits to the Kirindy Private Reserve to the north east of 
Morondava (which is good for combining as a day trip with the Avenue of the Baobabs), and the larger Kirindy 
Mitea National Park to the south of Morondava. Much of the wildlife hibernates during the dry season (from 
March to November), and the vegetation is brown and the trees are leafless. Animals and plants come to life in 
the rainy season when temperature can reach 40 °C or more. 


BESPOKE TOUR: We organise this trip as a private trip to suit your dates and interests. Please email us 
for details and a quote. 
Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 
Our standard trip is below, but this can be lengthened or reduced to just a three day trip if required. It is 
advisable to coincide visits with Air Madagascar’s flight schedule for flights from Antananarivo to Morondava. 


Flying to Morondava and back can be undertaken in 1 day each way, whereas driving takes 2 days each way 
(although there are several nature reserves that can be visited en-route). 


ITINERARY 


Day 1: Fly from Antananarivo to Morondava. Dinner in a local restaurant. Overnight in a local hotel. 


Day 2: Very early transfer from Morondava to the Avenue of the Baobabs (about 2 hours driving) for sunrise 
views of the baobabs. Spend the day at Kirindy Private Reserve and return to the Avenue of Baobabs at sunset. 
Dinner in a local restaurant. Overnight in a local hotel. 


Days 3 and 4: Transfer to Kirindy Mitea National Park and explore trails with a guide. Dinner in a local 
restaurant. Overnight in a local hotel. 


Day 5: Transfer to Morondava airport, and flight back to Antananarivo. 


It is possible to condense this trip into just three days (Day 1 fly to Morondava, Day 2 visit Avenue of the 
Baobabs and Kirindy Private Reserve, Day 3 fly back to Antananarivo). 
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AVENUE OF THE BAOBABS 


Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 
or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 


KIRINDY 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Wildlife of Madagascar 
Aye-Aye Adventure 


The vast island of Madagascar has some of the highest concentrations of unique plant and animal species found 
anywhere on Earth. The island’s varied topography ranges from soaring highlands to spectacular coastlines, 
supporting distinct climatic zones that range from steaming tropical rainforest habitats, unique spiny forest 
and arid desert plains. Up to 90 % of the wildlife of these habitats can be seen nowhere else. 


This expedition offers you the chance to explore Madagascar’s best nature reserves. Doing so supports 
conservation efforts, and allows you to come face to face with Madagascar’s most emblematic wildlife. 


Please note: we run two versions of our Wildlife of Madagascar Expedition, each with a slightly different itinerary. 
The Wildlife of Madagascar Aye-Aye Adventure offers the chance to see the rare Aye-Aye (the most mysterious 
of the lemur family). Whereas the Wildlife of Madagascar Spiny Forest Adventure includes additional sites 
within the unique spiny forest habitat (one of Madagascar’s most diverse, beautiful and interesting ecotypes), 
and is specifically designed to feature less driving time. 


ONE OF OUR BEST EVER TRIPS! 


Previous groups have left Madagascar completely spellbound! During past trips, we have encountered up 
to 18 species of lemur, 12 species of chameleon (including the world’s smallest, the Brookesia chameleon), 4 
species of leaf tailed gecko, tenrecs, many amazing snakes, numerous mantids, hissing cockroaches, several owls 
and nightjars, crocodiles, day geckos, tortoises and giraffe beetles! The plant life was no less impressive; from 
carnivorous pitcher plants (Nepenthes madagascariensis), four species of ancient baobabs, Alluaudia (octopus 
trees) to Pachypodium, Euphorbia, and many orchids. We explore rainforest, dry spiny forest, gallery forest and 
semi-desert, with adventures to the incredible Tsingy rock tower pinnacles carved in red laterite and limestone. 


COST: £2,500 per person for 15 days/14 nights (all inclusive from start point to end point). 

START POINT: Antananarivo International Airport, Madagascar. 

END POINT: Antananarivo International Airport, Madagascar. 

DATES: Sunday August 19th to Sunday 2nd September, 2018. This adventure will run multiple times over 
the coming year. Please email us for the dates. 

GROUP SIZE: 6-10 

BESPOKE TOUR: If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details and a quote. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: Visit the beautiful avenue of the baobabs; stay at a luxury beach 
resort at Antsanitia; extra trips to nature reserves; an adventurous three day climb up Mount Marojejy through 
rainforest to spectacular summit vegetation to see the unique silky sifaka and the endemic sundew Drosera 
humbertii. Simply mention which extension(s) you are interested in when you apply to Join this Adventure! 


Getting there: Regular flights are available to Antananarivo from Cape Town, Johannesburg, the Seychelles, 
Paris (and other destinations in Europe), the Middle East, Singapore and other Asian cities. 


ITINERARY 


Meet in Antananarivo (pick up from airport or your hotel) and drive to Peyreiras Reptile Reserve 
(approx 3 hours) to see up close captive panther chameleons, island chameleons, stump-tail chameleons, 
Brookesia chameleons, golden mantela frogs, tomato frogs, Madagascar tree boas, leaf-nose snakes, cat- 
eyed snakes, tenrecs, numerous species of leaf tail geckos and many other species. The curators of the 
reserve usually take the animals out of their enclosures to allow close photographs. Overnight in a local 
hotel and dinner in a local restaurant. 


Visit the Andasibe-Mantadia National Park and trek along trails to see wild diademed sifakas, 
woolly sifakas, common brown lemur and the famous indri indri (the biggest lemur of all!). Sightings 
are usually close up (a few metres above in the trees). Explore the trails for orchids and birdlife. Visit 
lemur island to see semi-wild/semi-tame common brown sifaka, grey bamboo lemurs and the black and 
white ruffed lemurs (the rangers feed these species as points along the trail allowing close encounters and 
excellent photograph opportunities). Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a local restaurant. 


This morning we set off east towards the Pangalanes Canals on the east coast. This is a series of 
lakes that were linked together to form a safe passage up the east coast. After a 45 minute boat trip passing 
through fishing villages you will arrive at the private reserve of Palmarium. Enjoy a walk through the 
forest with one of the lodge guides. Here it is possible to see a family of indri, Coquerel's sifakas, black 
lemurs, crowned lemurs, black and white ruffed lemurs and red lemurs. This reserve provides excellent 
photograph opportunities as you can get very close to the lemurs. The afternoon is yours at leisure to 
explore. We can visit a nearby island at 17.30 to go in search of the famous Aye- Aye (the strangest member 
of the whole lemur family). The tour takes approximately one hour and includes return boat transfers. 
Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a local restaurant. 


After breakfast we will visit a forest reserve to search for lemurs and chameleons. We take the boat 


trip back to our vehicles where we are met and driven back to Antananarivo. Overnight in a local hotel ® 


and dinner in a local restaurant. 


Drive to the airport for our flight to Fort Dauphin (Tólanaro). The flight is scheduled to arrive 
at Fort Dauphin in the early afternoon, after which we check into our accommodation and drive for a 
short distance to the north to see vast populations of the endemic carnivorous pitcher plant Nepenthes 
madagascariensis in a preserved wetland, as well as (with luck) ring tailed lemurs. We return to Fort 
Dauphin before sunset, and can take sunset walks along incredible beaches. Overnight in a local hotel 
and dinner in a local restaurant. 


An early breakfast is followed by a 2 hour drive inland to the Berenty private reserve. The drive 
is fascinating, passing through spiny forest, home to baobabs, several species of Alluaudia (ocotillo or 
octopus trees), Pachypodium, and Euphorbia. Berenty is home to six species of lemur and the largest 
colony of Madagascar fruit bats in southern Madagascar. The ease with which one can observe sauntering | 
ring-tailed lemurs and ‘dancing’ Verreaux sifakas has turned this small protected area into one of the 
Madagascars most treasured reserves. We can explore several trails and visit an arboretum and spiny 
forest preserve that is full of life: tortoises, sportive lemurs, Scops owls, hissing cockroaches, aloes and 
bats. The spiny forest is truly fascinating. We can also visit an excellent ethnological museum that depicts 
the life of the local tribe, the Antandroy, and features a re-constructed Antandroy village. We drive back 
to Fort Dauphin after sunset.Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a local restaurant. 


Depending upon the time of the outbound flight, we can visit the Nahampoana Reserve, close to 
Fort Dauphin. This park-like preserve harbours four species of lemur that are semi-tame; ring-tailed, red- 
fronted brown and bamboo lemurs jostle alongside sifakas, which are the stars of the park. Their small, 
white, fuzzy heads with black faces and snouts are gracefully balanced as they move over the ground 
in their famous "dance" as they run across the ground, between the trees. The well-kept gardens show 
a good sample of Madagascar’s dry plants with their three-cornered palms, spiny Desiderata trees and 
stands of bamboo. Our flight takes us back to Antananarivo. Here we can undertake a city tour in the late 
afternoon, or visit Lake Tsarasaotra, a 27 hectare site renowned for its birds, including the night heron, 
endangered pond heron, Meller’s duck and Madagascar little grebe. Overnight in a local hotel and dinner 
in a local restaurant. 
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ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


Fly to Diego Suarez (Antsiranana) then drive to Montagne d'Ambre National Park. The park 
offers a great biodiversity: a large tropical forest with endemic fauna and flora, luxuriant vegetation and 
many waterfalls and volcanic lakes. With a guide, we search for Brookesia minima, one of the smallest 
chameleons in the world (less than 25 mm in length), and several species of leaf tail geckos. We also 
look for the ring-tailed mongoose, the fossa, and as many as 8 different lemurs (Sanford's brown lemur, 
crowned lemur, lesser bamboo lemur and are five species of nocturnal lemurs)! The forests are home to 
75 different bird species (35 of which are endemic to Amber Mountain, such as the Amber Mountain 
* rock-thrush). With luck, we find the stump-tailed chameleon, several interesting snake species, and study 
some of the 35 frogs and more than 40 butterflies known from the park. Overnight in a local hotel and 
1 BÎ! dinner in a local restaurant. 


Drive to Ankarana via Tsingy Rouge, a stunning geological formation of towers and pinnacles of 
1 red laterite formed by erosion. The landscape is breath-taking. Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a 
local restaurant. 


Full day exploring Ankarana National Park, including a hike through bizarre landscapes of grey 
"Isingy Tsingy limestone pinnacles, mixed with patches of dense tropical jungle, deciduous forest, deep 
caves and canyons (the largest underground network in Africa) and rushing rivers. With an annual rainfall 
of almost 2000 mm, the underlying rocks undergo heavy erosion producing an amazing karst topography, 
including the famous limestone ‘tsingy’ spires. The Park is one of the most visited in Madagascar for its 
large animal populations. Key species include the paradise flycatcher, the sunbird, the vagas, the crowned 
lemur, the Sanford’s brown lemur, the northern sportive lemur, the brown mouse lemur, the fat-tailed 
dwarf lemur, the fork-marked lemur, the eastern woolly lemur, Perrier's sifaka and the western lesser 
bamboo lemur. The Reserve also has several microendemic species of reptile and amphibian which we 
may see as well. Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a local restaurant. 


Driveto Antsohihy (6-7 hours) but scenery is beautiful and we will be able to stop at Ambodimanga 
forest trying to find the very rare blue eyed black lemurs. The colourful panther chameleon can also be 
seen around Ambanja and Antsohihy. Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a local restaurant. 


Morning drive to Ankarafantsika National Park and afternoon walk along the trails. The park 
covers a vast area that combines deciduous forest, savannah and wetland, Ankarafantsika is one of 
Madagascar's largest parks, occupying a staggering 1,350 km’. The area is a birdlife haven and a large 
| number of visitors come for this reason alone (particularly to see the Madagascan fish eagle). There is 
a host of over wildlife, including the rare Madagascan big-headed turtle, the rhinoceros chameleon, the 
dwarf chameleon, and eight species of lemur (including two species of mouse lemurs that are among the 
world's smallest primates). Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a local restaurant. 


For those wanting a last chance to spot lemurs, we undertake walks along trails in the park. The 
most common species is the Coquerel’s sifaka, but we can also see the endemic golden brown mouse 
lemur, fat-tailed dwarf lemur, western woolly lemur and grey mouse lemur. The Coquereli circuit is - as 
the name suggests - the best trail for lemur spotting and can take up to two hours to complete. Bird lovers 
should consider the Retendrika trail, which is also a two hour circuit. Here you will see varied medicinal 
plants and a great array of general plant life, from which some of the most popular birds such as the 
banded kestrel and vanga are known to feed. Another great trail to combine the wildlife and birdlife of 
the area is the Source of Life trail, which offers insight into the Sakavala communities and passes through 
areas of grazing birds and lemurs. Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a local restaurant. 


A final long drive (6-7 hours) but scenery is beautiful and there are many endemic plants that 
can be seen along the road. We learn more about local lifestyle and culture as we will pass through small 
villages. We arrive back in Antananarivo around sunset. Overnight in a local hotel and dinner in a local 
restaurant. 


Transfers to the airport for departing flights. Those with additional time to spare can walk around 
Antananarivo city to take in some of the local sights and sounds, including the local markets and historic 
buildings. 
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Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 


or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Wildlife of Madagascar 
Spiny Forest Adventure 


The vast island of Madagascar has some of the highest concentrations of unique plant and animal species found 
anywhere on Earth. The island’s varied topography ranges from soaring highlands to spectacular coastlines, 
supporting distinct climatic zones that range from steaming tropical rainforest habitats, unique spiny forest 
and arid desert plains. Up to 90 % of the wildlife of these habitats can be seen nowhere else. 


This expedition offers you the chance to explore Madagascar’s best nature reserves. Doing so supports 
conservation efforts, and allows you to come face to face with Madagascar’s most emblematic wildlife. 


Please note: we run two versions of our Wildlife of Madagascar Expedition, each with a slightly different 
itinerary. The Wildlife of Madagascar Spiny Forest Adventure focuses on exploring the unique spiny forest 
habitat (one of Madagascar’s most diverse, beautiful and interesting ecotypes), and is specifically designed to 
feature less driving time. Whereas the Wildlife of Madagascar Aye-Aye Adventure offers the chance to see the 
rare Aye-Aye (the most mysterious of the lemur family). 


ONE OF OUR BEST EVER TRIPS! 


Previous groups have left Madagascar completely spellbound! During past trips, we have encountered up 
to 18 species of lemur, 12 species of chameleon (including the world’s smallest, the Brookesia chameleon), 4 
species of leaf tailed gecko, tenrecs, many amazing snakes, numerous mantids, hissing cockroaches, several owls 
and nightjars, crocodiles, day geckos, tortoises and giraffe beetles! The plant life was no less impressive; from 
carnivorous pitcher plants (Nepenthes madagascariensis), four species of ancient baobabs, Alluaudia (octopus 
trees) to Pachypodium, Euphorbia, and many orchids. We explore rainforest, dry spiny forest, gallery forest and 
semi-desert, with adventures to the incredible Tsingy rock tower pinnacles carved in red laterite and limestone. 


COST: £2,500 per person for 15 days/14 nights (all inclusive from start point to end point). 

START POINT: Antananarivo International Airport, Madagascar. 

END POINT: Antananarivo International Airport, Madagascar. 

DATES: Monday 3rd September to Monday 17th September 2018. This adventure will run multiple times 
over the coming year. Please email us for the dates. 

GROUP SIZE: 6-10 

BESPOKE TOUR: If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details and a quote. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: Visit the beautiful avenue of the baobabs; stay at a luxury beach 
resort at Antsanitia; extra trips to nature reserves; an adventurous three day climb up Mount Marojejy through 
rainforest to spectacular summit vegetation to see the unique silky sifaka and the endemic sundew Drosera 
humbertii. Simply mention which extension(s) you are interested in when you apply to Join this Adventure! 


Getting there: Regular flights are available to Antananarivo from Cape Town, Johannesburg, the Seychelles, 
Paris (and other destinations in Europe), the Middle East, Singapore and other Asian cities.economical to fly 
to Johannesburg to catch low cost flights with South African Airways to/from Antananarivo. 
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ITINERARY 


Pick up in Antananarivo, and we drive east to the Peyrieras Reptile Reserve (approx 4 hours) to 
see up close captive panther, island, stump-tail, Parsons and Brookesia chameleons, golden Mantella frogs, 
tomato frogs, Madagascar tree boas, leaf-nose snakes, cat-eyed snakes, numerous species of leaf tail geckos | 
and tenrecs. The curators of the reserve usually take the animals out of their enclosures to allow close M 
photographs. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


After breakfast, we visit Andasibe-Mantadia National Park and walk on trails to see many wild lemurs 
including diademed sifakas, woolly sifakas, common brown lemur and the famous Indri (the biggest lemur M 
of all), as well as orchids and birds. Sightings are usually close up with the animals just a few metres above us 
in the trees. Visit "lemur island" (a small island in a river and lake system), where habituated common brown | 
lemurs, grey bamboo lemurs and black-and-white ruffed lemurs live. The rangers feed these species along 
the track allowing close encounters and excellent photograph opportunities. Dinner in a local restaurant. 
Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


An early start for breakfast, then drive to Antsirabe and on to Ambositra in the central eastern 
highlands. The four hour drive to Antsirabe passes through a landscape of mountains and rice fields. | 
Antsirabe is a pretty town that is a blend of Malagasy culture and European architecture. We can tour local [| 
gemstone and crafts workshops to watch the cutting and polishing of gemstone, and artefacts made of zebu 
horns. After lunch, we continue for another 1.5 hours to reach Ambositra, relatively cool at 1500 metres. 
Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


: Early start to visit Zafimaniry woodcarving shops. This art, of the local Zafimaniry people has a 
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage classification. We continue further south to Ranomafana National 
Park, 42,000 hectares of rainforest and home to twelve lemur species. Many are easy to spot, including 
the golden bamboo, Eastern woolly, red-bellied, eastern grey bamboo, greater bamboo, red-fronted brown, 3 
small-toothed sportive and black-and-white ruffed lemurs and Milne-Edward's sifaka. With luck we could [k 
also see the greater dwarf and brown mouse lemurs and perhaps even the very rare Aye-Aye. Other mammals jê 
present include seven species of tenrecs, eight bats, the Malagasy striped civet and several mongooses. Many 
species of chameleons are often seen, as well as diverse birdlife. Madagascan specials here include the huge 
Henst’s goshawk, the timid brown Mesite, Madagascar wood rail, couas (an endemic Madagascan cuckoo) 
and ground-rollers, a family unique to the island. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort 
or hotel nearby. 


: We continue south, driving from the highlands to the semi-dry plains, stopping in Ambalavao, one 
of Madagascar’s cultural hubs, boasting architectural treasures such as its Gothic cathedral and quaint, 
veranda-lined houses, surrounded by boulder-like mountains. We visit the Anja Community Reserve, run 
by the local community, where ring-tailed lemurs abound, along with day geckos, girdled lizards and the 
bizarre Malagasy lantern bug. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


Today we drive south-west all the way to the west coast at Toliara, but en-route we spent much of 
the morning at the Isalo National Park, home to some of Madagascars most stunning scenery, with barren 
landscapes, twisted rock formations, waterfalls, canyons and natural swimming pools. The extraordinary 
plant life includes Bismarck palms, elephant feet (like a miniature bottle-tree) and endemic aloes. Day-time 
lemurs include Verreaux's sifakas and red-fronted Lemurs, and endemic birds present include Madagascan 
ibis and Bensons rock thrush. If we are very lucky, mouse lemurs may also be seen, though they are mostly | 
nocturnal. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


An early morning visit to the remarkable Ifaty spiny forest to see the plants that make up this unique 
Madagascan ecoregion, including baobabs and the Madagascan ocotillo or octopus tree (Alluaudia procera), | 
a spiny succulent belonging to a family unique to southern Madagascar, all adapted to extreme drought. In B 
the spiny forest, we may see giant bottle-shaped baobabs and big-headed geckos, and near to the coast we 
may observe land hermit crabs scuttling across the ground, and the traditional square sailed boats of the 
Vazo fishermen. After lunch, we head back to Toliara for our flight to Fort Dauphin (also called Tolagnaro). 
We arrive at Fort Dauphin on the south-east coast in the early afternoon, and can undertake a drive (approx 
30 mins) to the north to see vast populations of the endemic pitcher plant (Nepenthes madagascariensis) in a 
preserved wetland plus, with luck, some more ring-tailed lemurs. Incredible beaches and spectacular views 
surround Fort Dauphin. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


Day 8: An early departure for a two hour drive inland to the Berenty Private Reserve, owned by locals and 
home to long-term biological research projects. The drive is fascinating, passing through more spiny forest 
(and we can make several stops). Berenty is home to six species of lemur and the south’s largest colony of 
Madagascan fruit bats. The ease with which one can observe sauntering ring-tailed lemurs and ‘dancing’ 
Verreaux’s sifakas has turned this small protected area into one of Madagascar’s prime destinations. Special 
birds include Madagascar paradise flycatchers and giant ground couas, scarce elsewhere. We can explore 
| several trails and visit an arboretum and spiny forest preserve that is full of life: tortoises, sportive lemurs, 
- Madagascar scop’s owls, hissing cockroaches, aloes and more bats. We can also visit an excellent ethnological 
museum that depicts the life of the local people, the Antandroy, and features a re-constructed Antandroy 
village. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


Day 9: Depending upon the time of our flight, we will visit the Nahampoana Lemur Reserve this morning, 
in an old botanic garden close to Fort Dauphin. This park-like preserve harbours habituated ring-tailed, 
red-fronted brown and bamboo lemurs, as well as Verreaux’s sifakas. The well-kept gardens also show a 
good sample of Madagascar’s dry plants with their three-cornered palms, spiny Desiderata trees and stands 
of bamboo. Chameleons and tortoises are also present, along with many birds. In Antananarivo we can 
undertake a city tour in the late afternoon, or visit Lake Tsarasaotra, a 27 hectare site renowned for its birds, 
including endemic Meller’s duck and Madagascar grebe, plus the endangered Malagasy pond heron. Dinner 
in a local restaurant. We fly to Antananarivo. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


Day 10: After breakfast, we catch a morning flight to Diego Suarez (also known as Antsiranana) in the 
far north, then drive to Ankarana National Park, a dramatic limestone landscape. This 60 year old reserve 
contains one ofthe highest density of primates ofany forest in the world, including one ofthe largest and least 
disturbed populations of the following lemur species: crowned, Sanford's brown, Perrier's black, Northern 
sportive and dwarf. The park is also home to the ring-tailed mongoose, the fossa (the largest carnivore on 
Madagascar), tenrecs and the Madagascar striped civet. Almost 100 bird species, 50 reptiles (including some 
endemic and threatened snakes and geckos) and 10 frogs also cohabit the park. Inside the spectacular and 
huge labyrinth of caves there are 14 species of bats, local endemic blind shrimps and the world's only known 
population of cave-dwelling crocodiles. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel 
nearby. 


Day 11: We spend all of today in Ankarana National Park, and undertake walks through bizarre landscapes 
of limestone mixed with patches of dense tropical jungle, deciduous forest, deep caves and canyons and 
rushing rivers. With an annual rainfall of almost 2,000 mm, the underlying rocks undergo heavy erosion 
producing an amazing karst landscape of spires and towers (known as tingy). The park is one of the most 
visited in Madagascar for its spectacular scenery, including waterfalls and crater lakes, and large and diverse 
animal populations. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


Day 12: Today we drive to Joffreville, close to Montagne dà Ambre National Park (Amber Mountain), but the 
roads are slow. Along the way, we visit the famous Tsingy Rouge, an alien landscape of red sandstone carved 
into intricate spires and towers. We will spend time exploring a trail amongst the spectacular formations. 
. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


Day 13: We spend the morning visiting the Amber Mountain National Park. The park is home to diverse 
tropical forest, many beautiful waterfalls and volcanic lakes. With a guide, we search for the Madagascan 
dwarf chameleons (Brookesia spp.), that are the smallest chameleons in the world (less than 25 mm in length 
when mature). We also see several species of leaf-tail geckos and look for the ring-tailed mongoose, the fossa, 
and as many as eight different lemurs species (Sanford brown, crowned, lesser bamboo and five species of 
nocturnal lemurs)! The forests are home to 75 bird species, 25 mammals and 60 reptiles. With luck, we may 
find the stump-tailed chameleon, snakes and some of the 35 frogs and more than 40 butterflies known from 
the park. Later in the day we fly back to Antananarivo. Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a 
| resort or hotel nearby. 


Day 14: We spend today visiting the Anjozorobe reserve to see the day-active Indri and diademed sifakas. 
Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a resort or hotel nearby. 


Day 15: After breakfast, we transfer to the Antananarivo airport for departing flights. Those with additional 
time leaving this evening can undertake walks around Antananarivo city to visit local markets, take in some 
of the local sights and sounds, visit the historic buildings and museums. 
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Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Giant Nepenthes 


Adventure 
Nalaysidy-Bprnzo andaghilippines 


This 16 day expedition focuses on trekking up three key mountains to observe the largest and most spectacular 
species of carnivorous Nepenthes pitcher plants. Nepenthes produce highly evolved leaves that form cup-shaped 
traps to catch insects and other small animals. The very biggest Nepenthes are the largest of all carnivorous plants, 
and several are known to occasionally trap prey as big as rats. These are truly incredible plants. 


In Malaysian Borneo, we will climb up Mount Tambuyukon to see Nepenthes burbidgeae, N. edwardsiana, N. 
fusca, N. lowii, N. rajah, N. tentaculata, N. villosa and N. x kinabaluensis. We then trek up Mount Trus Madi, and 
in the beautiful, mossy, orchid-festooned cloud forest of that mountain’s summit, we will encounter N. lowii, N. 
macrophylla, N. tentaculata and N. x trusmadiensis. 


Then, on the Philippine isle of Palawan, we will ascend Mount Victoria and pass impressive stands of 
Nepenthes philippinensis and the carnivorous sundew Drosera ultramafica, to reach populations of the recently 
discovered Nepenthes attenboroughii. 


Although this adventure focuses on observing pitcher plants in the wild, the habitats of Nepenthes are filled with 
beautiful orchids, birdlife, mammals, orchids and some of the most spectacular scenery in Southeast Asia. Also, 
whilst travelling between Mount Tambuyukon and Mount Trus Madi, we have the chance to visit reserves of two 
species of the giant Rafflesia flowers, and we may see open blooms of these. 


£2,100 per person for (all-inclusive from start point to end point). 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysian Borneo. 
Palawan, Philippines. 

We are running this expedition multiple times over the coming year. Please email us for the dates. 

We recommend June, July or August 2018 for best weather. 

6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your dates 
and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 
s: Mount Kinabalu (3 days extra), Borneos greatest mountain, to 


see N. tentaculata, N. villosa (Kinabalu form), N. x kinabaluensis, and/or Mt. Murud (5 days extra) to see N. 
hurrelliana, N. murudensis, N. reinwardtiana and N. vogelii. Plus many other Nepenthes mountains. To get a quote 
for any extensions, simply mention which extension(s) you are interested in when you apply to Join this Adventure! 


We recommend flying to Singapore or Kuala Lumpur, then catching a low fare airline (such as Air 
Asia or Malaysian Airlines) to Kota Kinabalu at the start of the expedition, and a similar low cost flight (such as 
Air Asia or Cebu Pacific) back from Palawan. Singapore and Kuala Lumpur are both hub airport cities, and are 
accessible via airlines from major ciues across the oe 
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ITINERARY 


Depart at 8am to transfer to Mamut Copper Mine, on the flanks of Mount Kinabalu, to see to see 
Nepenthes stenophylla, N. macrovulgaris, N. reinwardtiana, N. burbidgeae and N. fusca in a natural setting. 
We overnight in purpose built, on-site mountain huts where we prepare for the Mt. Tambuyukon climb. 
Overnight in a local hotel, dinner in a local restaurant. 


4WD transport to Kampung Monggis, Kinabalu Park, ascend Mount Tambuyukon to Wuluh 
Camp (10.5 km). A long day of trekking in dense forest across steep terrain. Overnight in tents. Dinner 
is camp cooking. 


From Wuluh to Musang Camp. Early arrivals can put up their tents and may choose to visit the lower 
summit area if energy levels allow (N. burbidgeae occurs within 20 minutes of the camp, N. edwardsiana 
approximately 1 hour) while dinner is prepared. We may also see N. fusca and N. reinwardtiana today. 
| Overnight in tents. Dinner is camp cooking. 


Pre-dawn departure under torchlight to explore summit of Mount Tambuyukon and main 
| populations of N. edwardsiana, N. lowii, N. rajah, N. villosa (Tambuyukon form) and N. x kinabaluensis. 
| Descend to Musang Camp in time for dinner. A long and strenuous day of hiking, but nowhere can so 
many spectacular carnivorous plant species be found in such close proximity. Overnight in tents. Dinner 
is camp cooking. 


| Descend to the base of Mount Tambuyukon to Kampung Monggis, arriving in the afternoon. We 
transfer to Poring for dinner. Overnight ata Poring inn. 


If the giant flower Rafflesia keithii is in bloom and the group wishes to, we will visit a reserve. 
Nepenthes mirabilis and N. gracilis may be encountered in some roadside areas nearby. We then transfer 
to Gunung Alab in the Crocker Range where we can stretch our legs whilst exploring the local trails 
in search of Nepenthes chaniana, N. fusca and N. tentaculata, not to mention many orchids including 
Corybas, the helmet orchid. 


We transfer to Tambunan to begin an ascent of Mount Trus Madi. A relatively easy ascent along 
a boardwalk sees us pass Nepenthes fusca and N. tentaculata en route. Overnight in mountain bungalow 
where tree shrews frequently investigate our lodging for scraps. Dinner is camp cooking. 


Pre-dawn start to reach summit of Mount Trus Madi and explore populations of N. tentaculata, 
N. macrophylla, N. lowii and N. x trusmadiensis. By early afternoon, we turn around and begin our descent 
to the mountain bungalow. Dinner is camp cooking. 


We descend Mount Trus Madi and return to Tambunan. From there we return to Kota Kinabalu 
via a local butterfly and orchid garden. If any plants are in flower, we visit Tambunan Rafflesia centre. 
There, we hope to catch a glimpse of a different and arguably more beautiful Rafflesia, R. pricei, which has 
white blotched perigone lobes. Overnight in a local hotel, dinner in a local restaurant. 


A lunch time flight sees us transfer to Manila in the Philippines. In the afternoon, we catch a 
connecting flight to Palawan, a biologically rich island to the north of Borneo. Overnight in a local hotel, 
dinner in a local restaurant. 


Rest day in Puerto Princesa. There is an opportunity for laundry and, in the meantime, you can 
explore the city, go on a local snorkelling excursion or undertake a tour to Palawan’s underground river 
(at extra cost). Preparation for Mt. Victoria climb. Overnight in a local hotel, dinner in a local restaurant. 


Early departure for Narra to meet guides and porters, organise equipment and start the ascent of 
Mount Victoria. We follow rivers and see large stands of N. philippinensis. We sleep in tents at the aptly 
named 'Nepenthes Camp’ and dine on camp cooking. 


Attain pre-summit camp of Mount Victoria. Quite a long day of trekking, but we reach beautiful 
montane forest rich with ferns and orchids. Overnight in tents. Dinner is camp cooking. 


Early start to explore summit of Mount Victoria and populations of N. attenboroughii and Drosera 
ultramafica - both of which have only ever been seen by a handful of expeditions. Enjoy spectacular 
views from the summit, weather permitting, to the lowlands and across the summit of the little explored 
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ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


Victoria Massif. By noon, we quit the summit in order to descend back to ‘Nepenthes Camp. Overnight in tents. Dinner 
is camp cooking. 


Day 15: Descend to the Mount Victoria jump-off point and, following a well deserved lunch, return to Puerto Princesa 
for late afternoon. Overnight in hotel and dinner in restaurant. 


Day 16: After breakfast, we depart for flights back to Kuala Lumpur, arriving in the late afternoon for onward evening 
departures. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Wildlife of Borneo 


Adventure 
Agave 


This adventure is designed to take you to the very best wildlife and cultural highlights that 
Borneo has to offer! 


From exploring pristine rainforests, to sighting orangutans, proboscis monkeys, langurs and many other 
primates. Spotting gigantic Rafflesia flowers, carnivorous pitcher plants and a visit to a traditional Iban native 
village. And nesting sea turtles, gigantic caves and conquering the mighty Mount Kinabalu! This expedition 
offers outstanding photographic opportunities for a very diverse range of Borneos most spectacular animals, 
plants, scenery and traditional life. 


£2,400 per person for (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysian Borneo. 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysian Borneo. 
We are running this expedition multiple times over the coming year. Please email us for the dates. 
We recommend June, July or August 2018 for best weather. 
۲: 6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


there are lots of options for add on trips before or after the 
main expedition. A few possibilities include the following (please email the Redfern Adventures team for more 
information). 


- an extended climb up to the summit of Mount Kinabalu (either as a two day/one night trip, or a three day/ 
two night trip). 


- a journey to Mulu National Park to explore the spectacular limestone pinnacles and vast caves (5 days extra). 


- a journey to the Maliau Basin or Danum Valley for adventurous rainforest treks to see wildlife, waterfalls and 
gigantic old-growth primary rainforest trees (6-8 days extra). Or rainforest treks to Mount Murud, Mount 
Tambuyukon or Mount Trus Madi to see to see wildlife, orchids and pitcher plants (6-8 days extra). 


- visit beautiful coral islands for diving, snorkelling, seeing giant monitor lizards and mud volcanos (1-5 days). 


Regular flights are available from across the world to Kuala Lumpur or Singapore. Fly to either 
city, then catch a low-fare one-way flight to Kuching for the start of this trip, and back from Kota Kinabalu at 
the end. Air Asia, Malaysia Airlines and Singapore Airlines all have low cost fares available. 


ITINERARY 


We meet in Kuching, Sarawak. As a group, we can decide to visit any of the following: 
the beautiful Kuching orchid garden, the Sarawak State Museum (for natural history), the historic Se 
Fort Margherita (named after the wife of Sarawak's last “White Rajah’). After lunch we drive to the & 
Sarawak Cultural Centre to learn about how the different tribes found throughout Sarawak and 
Borneo, before returning to the city for a welcome dinner at a local restaurant. Overnight in a hotel 
in Kuching centre. 


After breakfast, we transfer to the docks (approx 1 hour driving) and alight boats for an u ih 


enjoyable trip around the coast to the Bako National Park, set on a peninsula and accessible only 
from the water. We spend the day exploring Bako National Park to see mangrove and heath forests, 
home to orchids, carnivorous pitcher plants, proboscis monkeys, macaques, bearded pigs and a wide 
range of bird life. Before sunset, we return to Kuching, to dine at a local restaurant and overnight in | 
a hotel in Kuching centre. 


This morning, we drive to Batang Ai Reservoir (approx 4 hours driving time). Along the way, | 
we can visit a traditional Sarawak market (often with a spectacular range of exotic rainforest fruit ê 
and local cuisine). At Batang Ai Reservoir, we transfer into motorised dug out canoes to journey 
across the lake and up the river systems to the remote Iban tribal homelands. Along the way, we spot 
Iban long houses and pass through primary rainforest that offers the chance to see wild orangutans 
(or their nests), and a plethora of birdlife. The journey in the canoe takes approximately 2 hours. 


Dinner and overnight in Nanga Sumpa lodge (an eco-friendly tourist lodge built close to an Iban Gë 


village, but with excellent Western-style accommodation). 


After breakfast, we visit a traditional Iban longhouse and have the opportunity to meet and E 


speak to Iban people, to learn about their culture and the longhouse way of life. Depending upon 
group preferences, we can undertake a rainforest trek (or if this is not desired, transfer to the canoes 
for a river trip). Lunch is served as a traditional Iban BBQ close to the beautiful Enseluai Waterfall. 
We can swim and relax in the splash pool close to the falls, where tiny fish nibble at our toes like a 
natural pedicure. We then to Nanga Sumpa lodge for dinner. Overnight in the Nanga Sumpa lodge. 
A night walk can be arranged to observe rainforest creatures by torchlight. 


Today we return from Nanga Sumpa to Batang Ai Reservoir via the dugout canoes, and | ۱ 


then drive back to Kuching. We can stop to visit a population of orchids and carnivorous pitcher 


plant (famed for the fanged pitcher plant (Nepenthes bicalcarata), as well as several other species jê 


(N. ampullaria, N. gracillis, N. mirabilis and N. rafflesiana). Back in Kuching, we can undertake an 
optional cruise along the Kuching River to see the city highlights, and we can visit a really special 
local restaurant on the opposite riverbank, or a local seafood market to savour Malaysian seafood 
cuisine. Overnight at a hotel in Kuching. 


Early transfer to Kuching airport to catch a flight from Kuching to Sandakan. We transfer 
from Sandakan airport to a resort on the banks of the Kinabatang River. Dinner and overnight at 
the Kinabatang resort hotel. 


Today we undertake a series of cruises in little boats along the Kinabatangan River. The river 
is a wildlife mecca and offers chances of seeing the endemic pygmy elephant, as well crocodiles, 
macaques, many other primates, several species of hornbills and a plethora of other birdlife. Each | 
cruise lasts approximately 60 minutes and is timed to maximise the broadest possible range of 
wildlife sighting opportunities. Dinner and overnight at the Kinabatang resort hotel. 


Transfer to visit Gomantong Cave to see the vast caves, many bats, swiftlets (whose nests | 
are used to make Birds’ Nest Soup) and, if we are lucky, wild red leaf monkeys (red langurs) and jê 
wild orangutans. After lunch, we transfer to Labuak Bay Proboscis Monkey Sanctuary to see wild 
proboscis monkeys fed at feeding platforms, silver leaf monkeys (silver langurs) and (often) oriental 
pied hornbills. Transfer to a resort hotel near Sepilok for dinner and overnight. 
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ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


Optional early morning start to visit the Rainforest Discovery Centre to spot local bird life. 
At 11.00am we transfer to Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre to watch a short educational 
video about the work undertaken at Sepilok, then we follow wooden boardwalks to observe a 
| feeding platform where orangutans in the process of rehabilitated climb down from the trees to 
> feed. Often multiple orangutans may be observed. After lunch, we visit the Sun Bears Centre to 
Observe sun bears rescued from captivity. After dinner, we have an optional return to the Rainforest 
Discovery Centre for bird watching and exploring the tree top canopy walkways as the sun sets. 
Often, we sight flying squirrels! Overnight in a resort hotel near Sepilok. 


Early morning departure to beautiful coral island, Selingan, by boat. Information and video 
presentation followed by dinner. Late at night we hope to watch turtles laying eggs and witness a 
release of hatchlings into the sea! Simple accommodation on the island. Turtle activity is very likely, 
but cannot be guaranteed. The Philippine megapode is a frequent sight within the open forests on 
Selingan. 


Early morning return from Selingan Island to our vehicles and transfer to Poring Springs 
(approx 6 hour drive). We can stop at lowland pitcher plant (Nepenthes) sites along the way to 
ı see the spectacular species: N. rafflesiana ‘giant form and the rare N. macrovulgaris, as well as N. 
ampullaria, N. gracillis and N. mirabilis. When we reach Poring Springs, we visit reserves to see 
giant Rafflesia keithii flowers (a rare, parasitic rainforest bloom that can have flowers up to 60 cm 
across). Dinner at a local restaurant and overnight in Kundasang. 


Today, we undertake a day trip up the slopes of Mount Kinabalu into the cloud forest to see 
orchids, highland carnivorous pitcher plants (Nepenthes tentaculata and N. villosa) an a plethora 
of bird life. In clear weather, the views are spectacular. We return to Kundasang for the night. For 
anyone who does not wish to walk up Mt. Kinabalu, we can organise a trip to the relaxing in the hot 
geothermal baths at Poring Springs, a visit to the tree top canopy walkway, a working tea plantation, 
a beautiful waterfall, local markets or further Rafflesia reserves. Dinner at a local restaurant and 
overnight in Kundasang. 


Early morning walk along the mossy forest trails within the Kinabalu National Park, a visit 
to the world famous Kinabalu botanic gardens and the Kundasang exotic fruit market. For anyone 
interested, we can also visit the Kundasang War Memorial Gardens (which often have outstanding 
displays of pitcher plants and orchids, often with flowering Paphiopedilum rothschildianum). We 
can also visit birding trails. NOTE: for anyone who wishes to visit the summit of Mount Kinabalu, 
you can climb up and overnight on Mount Kinabalu on Day 12, then descent on Day 13 and re-join 
the group now. In the afternoon, we drive to Kota Kinabalu and check into a hotel in the city centre. 
A highly recommended dining option is to visit the city's famous seafood market on the docks to 
try local seafood including crab, squid, assorted shellfish and delicious fish (definitely a culinary 
highlight and an evening to remember). 


After breakfast, we drive to Klias Peat Swamp Preserve (approx 4 hours) to walk along 
trails through peat swamp forest to see wildlife, orchids and pitcher plants. After lunch, we transfer 
“= to the Klias River to undertake an afternoon cruise for a final chance to see wild proboscis monkeys 
CH ON and macaques in the trees. We then have dinner in a restaurant by the river, and after the sun has 
` set, we return to the boats for a cruise to see fire-flies in the trees. The fire flies are famous having 
| synchronised displays (so that individual trees light up like Christmas trees). The extent of the 
firefly activity varies, but usually is quite impressive. Overnight at a local hotel near to beautiful 
beaches. 


Relax during the morning on the beaches, departing late-morning to return to Kota 
Kinabalu for 2 pm in time for departing flights at 4 pm or later. 
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or email to register your interest. 
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Epupa and Ruacana Falls 
Adventure 


We offer bespoke guide-led or self-guided trips to Epupa Falls and Ruacana Falls, two of the most beautiful 
waterfalls in Africa. 


Many choose to undertake this trip as an add on extension before or after our Wildlife of Namibia Adventure. 


Epupa Falls is a spectacular series of waterfalls on the Kunene River on the border of Namibia and Angola. 
The river is 500 m wide and forms a series of cascades over a distance of approximately 1.5 km. Epupa means 
falling water in the language of the local Himba people. The tallest single cascade of Epupa Falls is 37 m high. 


Activities close to Epupa Falls include visiting traditional Himba villages, bird watching, excursions to see 
crocodiles and white-water rafting. Several baobabs grow near to the falls, offering excellent photographic 
opportunities (particularly at sunrise and sunset). 


Ruacana Falls is located 135 km upstream from Epupa Falls, also on the Kunene River. It comprises a larger 
system of waterfalls than Epupa Falls, and is up to 120 m tall and 700 m wide when in full flood. It is among the 
largest waterfalls in Africa, both by volume and width. 


Trips to these beautiful waterfalls are very flexible. You can choose to visit either Epupa or Ruacana Falls, or 
both, for a short overnight visit, or an excursion lasting several days. Accommodation nearby ranges from 
luxurious resort-style lodges to more basic camping facilities, so many options are available to fit all budgets. 


Please email us to discuss your requirements, and we will develop a unique bespoke private expedition to fit 
your dates and suit your interests. Trips to Epupa and Ruacana Falls can start and end anywhere in Namibia. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 
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EPUPA FALLS 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


RUACANA FALLS 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Wildlife of Namibia 
Adventure 


Less well known than traditional “safari countries” nearby, Namibia is the best kept secret wildlife 
destination of southern Africa! This vast, spectacular and sparsely populated country harbours some of the 
most impressive animal populations on the entire continent. Namibias dry landscape makes water a prized 
commodity for wildlife, so wildlife is super-concentrated and really easy to observe at water holes. 


During previous trips, up to forty game animal species have been sighted at a single water hole! This, combined 
with relatively low numbers of competing tourists, make Namibia one of the best destinations in Africa to 
photograph big mammals and birds up close and personal! 


This expedition is specially designed to showcase Namibia's very best wildlife, landscape and cultural attractions. 
From gigantic sand dunes, to the spectacular Skeleton Coast, enormous seal colonies, to ancient rock paintings, 
visits to fascinating Namibian tribes, and of course, the country’s best game reserves! 


The accomodation during this trip is excellent. The desert lodges where we stay are luxurious and beautiful 
(generally between 4 and 5 stars). Enjoy amazing wildlife by day, and wine and fine dining by night! 


ONE OF OUR BEST EVER EXPEDITIONS! 


Previous groups have left Namibia completely spellbound! During past trips, we have encountered African 
bush elephants (the tallest in Africa), white rhinos, black rhinos, giraffes, lions, leopards, cheetahs, serval, caracal, 
brown hyena, spotted hyena, black-backed jackal, crested porcupine, plains zebra, mountain zebra, springbok, black- 
faced impala, greater kudu and many more. We typically see several species of eagles, flamingos, vultures, hawks, 
kites, falcons, owls, herons, storks, waders, hornbills and many other birds! 


COST: £2,750 per person for 12 days/11 nights (all inclusive from start point to end point as listed below). 
START POINT: Windhoek, Namibia. 

END POINT: Windhoek, Namibia. 

DATES: Wednesday 19th September to Sunday 30th September 2018. This adventure will run multiple 
times over the coming year. Please email us for the dates. Please note that wildlife viewing is best undertaken 
during the dry season when animals are concentrated around waterholes. September is ideal. 

GROUP SIZE: 6-10 

BESPOKE TOUR: If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: we can set up add on trips as multi-day excursions to Ovahimba, 
Epupa Falls, Kunene River and Fish River Canyon. Or, you can spend additional time at Naankuse Lodge at the 
end of this adventure to undertake bush walks, carnivore feeding tours, and hear ancient San stories by starlight. 


Getting there: Many flight options from Europe, North America, the Middle East and Asia route to Windhoek 
via Cape Town or Johannesburg. 


ITINERARY 


Day 1: Meet in Windhoek and drive to Sesriem (approx 6 hours). We pass by spectacular scenery, 
especially from the top of the escarpment of the Spreetshoogte Pass. We make many stops on the way. 


Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


Day 2: After an early breakfast, we drive to Sossusvlei to explore the breath-taking landscape of dunes. 
Some of the key highlights are: 


Dune 45 (one of Namibia's star attractions), an 80 m high dune composed of 5 million year old sand. 
We arrive before sunrise to climb the dune for stunning views over the desert landscape. The climb 
takes most people about 15 minutes to reach the top. We often see dune beetles and desert geckos! 


Dead Pan, a white clay pan set amongst the dunes, with the blackened skeletal remains of dead Acacia 
trees sticking out from the parched ground. The black “ghost trees’, the shiny white of the salty floor 
of the pan and the intense orange of the dunes makes the landscape other worldly. 


Big Daddy and Big Mama; two enormous dunes. Big Daddy is the highest dune in the Sossusvlei 
area, at about 325 m. We can also visit petrified dunes (that have solidified into rock) not far away. 


We return to our accomodation in the afternoon to relax. Dinner ina local restaurant. Accommodation 
at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


Day 3: An early start to catch a hot air balloon flight over the desert (with stunning views), followed 
by a champagne breakfast in the desert and a scenic drive back to our accommodation. We then drive 
north to Swakopmund. Along the way, we cross the Tropic of Capricorn and often see ostrich, oryx, 
giant Euphorbia plants and quiver trees. En-route, we strop at Walvis Bay to see flamingo populations. 


Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


Day 4: Today we drive from Swakopmund to the Welwitschia Plains and Moon Landscape. We can 
undertake a series of stops to explore this extraordinary part of the country and encounter Welwitschia 
mirabilis. This plant is a real botanical oddity as it only produces a single pair of (continually growing) 
leaves, but many of the specimens that we see are over 1,500 years old. In the Moon Landscape, we 
find an unforgettable scene of desolate but beautiful valleys and ridges. We have lunch at a restaurant 
at a desert oasis, then return to Swakopmund to visit the famous Crystal Gallery (with gigantic quartz 
crystals (the biggest in the world on public display) and we visit a boutique local weavers factory. 


Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


Day 5: This morning, we head north along the Skeleton Coast. We stop at the Lichen Fields to see 
ancient, mist-nourished lichens bushes that may be hundreds of years old, and a ship wreck to take 
photographs. We then visit the Cape Cross seal colony, home to more than 100,000 seals that bask on 
the beach and frolic in the surf (a bit smelly, but really amazing to see. There is a board walk through 
the seal colony allowing for really great photo opportunities). 


As we drive further north, we can stop at Himba and Herero villages to meet local people. Usually, we 
are allowed to take photographs (just remember to first ask permission and give a small payment in 
cash (Namibian dollars), or maize meal, sugar or tea). The Himba people are semi-nomadic livestock 
farmers that often live in traditional huts and wear traditional clothing that befits the hot semi-arid 
climate of their homeland. The Himba are famous for covering themselves with otjize paste, a cosmetic Ê 
mixture of butterfat and ochre pigment to protect their skin from the dry climate and insect bites. The 
mixture gives their skin and hair plaits a distinctive orange or red-tinge. Many of the Himba women 
wear elaborate and beautiful necklaces and ornaments. The Herero people wear long clothes (the 
women wear large petticoats and elaborate hats), and they make sewn products on sewing machines. 


We overnight near Brandburg Mountain for stunning sunset views. Accomodation is in a desert lodge 
with desert safari tent style rooms to hear the sounds of the desert (large numbers of zebra and desert || 
elephant are often nearby). Dinner in a local restaurant. 


ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


Day 6: An early start, and we drive a series of tracks in the hope of spotting desert elephants (the 
$ movements of the elephants can be unpredictable - so no guarantee we will see them!) But large 
numbers roam close to Brandburg Mountain so we have a good chance. Afterwards, we can stop at 
further Himba and Herero villages (please remember, the Himba villages are real, living and working 
villages rather than tourist attractions (so we cannot predict what we may see or encounter)). We 
then reach the Twyfelfontein area to visit the organ pipes, the petrified forest (ancient trees turned 
to stone), and several sites with rock engravings of the San (Bushmen). More than 2,500 depictions 
have been recorded, and many are spectacular. Rock hyrax are often spotted in the Twyfelfontein area. 


Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


| Day 7: Today is really about travelling towards Etosha and getting ready for the climax of the trip. We 
drive north along the Skeleton Coast, and stop to see ship wrecks. In days gone by, whale skeletons 
washed ashore along the coasts vast beaches. We pass further Himba and Herero villages, and 
overnight at Palmweg. Giraffes are often sighted from the road. 


Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


Day 8: After breakfast, we drive to our accomodation close to the entrance of Etosha National Park. 
Depending upon the lodge we stay in, we can visit waterholes to see elephants, and undertake a sunset 
game drive to see black rhinos with a glass of wine as the sun goes down. 


Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


Day 9: After breakfast, we drive to Etosha National Park to spend the day driving to key waterholes: 
| Ombika, Gemsbok Vlakte, Olifantsbad, Nebrownii, Okondeka and Okaukuejo. These locations are all 
excellent places to view animals. 


Due to the aridity ofthe landscape, the wildlife is concentrated at waterholes offering some ofthe best 
game viewing opportunities in Africa! 


Etosha is famed for multi-species herds of animals. A single herd can consist 20 or more game species. 


Etosha National Park is a haven for wildlife and harbours 114 mammal species, 340 bird species, 
110 reptile species and 16 amphibian species! Highlights include African bush elephants (the tallest 
in Africa), Southern white rhinos, black rhinos, Angolan giraffe, Southwest African lion, African 
leopard, South African cheetah, serval, caracal, brown hyena, spotted hyena, crested porcupine, plains 
zebra, mountain zebra, springbok, black-faced impala and greater kudu. In terms of birds, we may see 
™ several species of eagles (martial, tawny, bateleur, booted, Circaetus and Verreaux’s), flamingos (lesser 
and greater), vultures (lappet-faced and white-backed) and many species of hawks, kites, falcons, 
owls, herons, storks, waders and hornbills. Photographic opportunities are incredible. 


| Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


Day 10: Today we have another day exploring Etosha National Park as we drive east, stopping at 
| numerous waterholes along the way. To maximise the diversity of wildlife that we encounter, we 
focus on visiting different waterholes from those that we visited yesterday, namely Homob, Salvadora, 
Rietfontein, Okerfontein, Kalkheuvel, Chuddop and Klein Namutoni. We end with a drive to see the 
endemic Damara Dik Dik (a tiny antelope species that lives in pairs. Each animal is just 50 cm tall). 


Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


' Day 11: We drive to Naankuse Lodge, a wildlife conservation centre, to see large carnivore species in 
free-roaming enclosures. We learn how the animals at the centre were rescured and being conserved, 
| and can watch lion, chetah, leopard, caracal, baboon and African wild dog feeding! Optional activities 
(at extra cost) include walks with San guides to hear ancient stories by starlight. 


| Dinner in a local restaurant. Accommodation at a boutique resort / lodge hotel. 


Day 12: This morning, we transfer back to Windhoek International Airport in time for onward travel 
| arrangements, or drop off in Windhoek city for those remaining in Namibia. 
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Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 


or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 
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Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 


or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 


SVALBARD ADVENTURE: 
Realm of the Polar Bear 


NET E 


Following three years of planning, the Redfern Adventures team 
bring you our most exciting polar expedition yet! 


SVALBARD is unique. It is home to many of the most impressive sea bird, marine mammal and reindeer 
populations in the northern latitudes. In particular, it is widely regarded as one of the best places in the world 
to see wild polar bears, while the archipelago boasts some of the most spectacular glacial and fjord scenery on 
Earth. 


Many large commercial cruise ships “visit” Svalbard, allowing you to stand on-deck amongst hundreds of fellow 
passengers to watch Svalbard pass you by. This expedition offers the very rare opportunity to join a private 
charter expedition to see Svalbard up close and personal, with extremely experienced guides and specialist boat 
crews! Go where the big ships cannot go, and see the majesty of Svalbard in all its raw, rugged, natural beauty! 


COST: £5,750 per person (inclusive of all costs: expedition vessels, guides, permits, food). 

START POINT: Longyearbyen, Svalbard. 

END POINT: Longyearbyen, Svalbard. 

DATES: We are running two Svalbard trips in 2018, each trip is identical and follows the itinerary 
below, and uses the same two vessels (see below): 


Trip 1: Monday July 16th, 2018 to Monday July 30th, 2018 (15 days / 14 nights). 
Trip 2: Wednesday 1st August to Wednesday 15th August, 2018 (15 days / 14 nights). 


GROUP SIZE: 12 plus staff (6 per boat). 
BESPOKE TOUR: If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email for more information and to make bookings. 


This expedition will take place using two specialist expedition yachts, skippered by expert crews, carrying 6 
tourists in each vessel. Unlike other polar destinations, the sailing distances are relatively short in Svalbard, so 
little time is spent in transit. Each yacht's crew consists of one skipper and one expert guide. At least one guide 
will accompany the expedition group on shore at all times and will be responsible for ensuring group safety 
(by law, the expedition party must carry firearms, which the guides will solely be responsible for). The guides 
on both yachts have extensive experience and are specialised in leading wildlife tours. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: As a group, we can organise trips from Longyearbyen before and 
after the charter trip to visit reindeer valleys nearby, and the settlements of Pyramiden, Barentsburg and other 
locations. Please email us for details, and to discuss options with fellow group members. 


Getting there: Svalbard Airport Longyear in Longyearbyen is the only major airport on Svalbard. Scandinavian 
Airlines (SAS Norge) flies to Longyearbyen from Oslo (often via Tromsø) on most days all year round. 
Longyearbyen is also served by the low-cost airline Norwegian, which most of the year has biweekly flights 
from Oslo. Finnair is due to begin seasonal flights from Helsinki to Longyearbyen as well. 
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SHIPS 


To undertake this expedition we will use two specialist expedition vessels, the Arctic Ice and the Alegia. Both are 
extremely strong-hulled vessels adapted for high latitude sailing. Both will be skippered by very experienced 
crews that have extensive knowledge of Svalbard’s waters. Both are luxurious and comfortable. 


Participants are not required to skipper the boats, but are welcome to be involved if interested, The vessel 
Arctic Light (almost identical to Arctic Ice) is also available and may be used instead of Alegia depending upon 
the final required bunk configuration (e.g. if a couple takes part in this expedition, Alegia offers a cabin with a 
double bed. If not, Arctic Light offers separate bunks for all participants). 


Arctic Ice 


Model: Delphia 47-Ice 

Length: 14.06 m (46 feet) 

Year of build: 2012 

Crew: 2 

WC/Shower: 3 

Cabins: 5 

Tourist berths available: (in two cabins with 
double beds (1 PAX per cabin), and two cabins with 


bunks (2 PAX per cabin). 
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Alegia 
Model: Ovni 445 (aluminium hull) 
Length: 13.80 (45 feet) 
Year of build: 2011 
Crew: 2 
WC/Shower: 2 
Cabins: 4 
Tourist berths available: 
double bed (2 PAX sharin 


bunks (2 PAX per cabin). 


(in 1 cabins with 


and two cabins with 


WILDLIFE 


NOTE: It is unrealistic to attempt to list the animal species which we are likely to see during each day of the 
itinerary due to changing weather conditions, chance encounters and the fluid nature of the itinerary. Instead, 
over the following three pages, the animal species which we have a realistic chance of encountering during the 
trip are profiled. 


Mammals 

A total of 19 species of marine mammals are found in Svalbard’s waters. This includes polar bears, walruses, five 
species of seal and 12 species of whale. Of these, polar bears, walruses, narwhals, white and bowhead whales 
stay in the area year-round. The other species visit the area sporadically. Three species of terrestrial mammals 
occur on Svalbard: Svalbard reindeer, Arctic fox and sibling vole. 


Polar Bears 

Svalbard one of the best place to see polar bears in the world. Once heavily hunted, the polar bear was protected 
by law in 1973 and the population is now over 3,000 (some estimates place the population at 4,500). Svalbard 
rightly earned the title, “Realm of the Polar Bear.” 


Polar bears may appear anywhere in Svalbard, but in summer they are most often seen in the north-western 
parts of Spitsbergen (precisely where this expedition will be venturing). In summer, they can often be spotted 
in front of glaciers, where seals haul-out. It is prohibited to follow, seek out or lure polar bears. This great 
predator has little respect for humans and dangerous situations can easily arise if people get too close. But 
observing polar bears safely from the deck of a boat offers no threat to bears or humans. 


PLEASE NOTE: it is not possible to guarantee sighting of polar bears (or any other wildlife) in any high latitude 
area of the world, however during our two week itinerary around Svalbard, it is extremely likely that we will see 
polar bears, with several usually seen during this itinerary. 


Walruses 

The walrus population has been protected since 1952, and a 2012 estimate suggested a population of 3900 live 
in Svalbard currently. Walruses are social animals and are often seen in groups when searching for mussels on 
the sea floor and when resting on land or during moulting. On land, walruses may seem undisturbed by the 
presence of people. One should never closely approach groups of walruses at their haul-out sites. 


Seals 

Svalbard’s seal population is diverse, comprising an estimated 100,000 ringed seals, up to 10,000 bearded seals 
and approximately 1,800 harbour seals, which comprises the species’ northernmost population. Harp seals and 
hooded seals can occasionally be seen around Svalbard as well. 


Whales 

Svalbard’s waters are rich with great whales. Species that are frequently seen include fin whales, humpback 
whales, minke whales, sperm whales, northern bottlenose whales, killer whales, pilot whales and white-beaked 
dolphins. White whales (beluga) are also frequently observed. Whale species that are occasionally seen in 
Svalbard’s waters include the bowhead whale, narwhal, and blue whales (multiple observations yearly). Only 
the minke whale is harvested commercially, on a quota system. All other species are protected. 


Reindeer 


The Svalbard reindeer is so common that tourists are almost guaranteed to see one, even up close (at least in 
Longyearbyen). The Svalbard reindeer is a sub-species of reindeer that is endemic to Svalbard. Its distinctive 
characteristics include short legs, short neck, small and rounded head and thick coat. Svalbard reindeer are 
widely distributed in Svalbard in areas with sufficient vegetation. The population is currently estimated at 
approximately 10,000 animals. 


Arctic Fox 

In mainland Norway, the Arctic fox is endangered, while in Svalbard there is a large, thriving population. There 
are great chances of seeing foxes along the coasts of Svalbard as they are widespread in almost all parts of the 
archipelago. 


Birds 

Svalbard’s birdlife is very diverse (with over 100 species recorded), and during the itinerary, we will pass some 
impressive bird cliff colonies and nesting areas. Frequently seen species include the red-throated diver, the 
northern fulmar, pink-footed goose, barnacle geese (in 2013 the Svalbard population was estimated at 31,500), 
brent geese, common eider, Svalbard rock ptarmigan, purple sandpiper (up to 10 000 pairs), grey phalarope, 
ringed plover, sanderling, dunlin, ruddy turnstone, great skua, Arctic skua, black-legged kittiwakes (270,000 
pairs), snow bunting, Arctic terns (10,000 pairs) glaucous gulls, ivory gulls, Briinnich’s guillemots, long-tailed 
skua and the pomarine skua. About 10,000 pairs of Atlantic puffin also occur across Svalbard. The species has 
earned the popular name ‘sea parrot’ because it is the most colourful, and possibly the most beautiful seabird 
in the region. 


Perhaps the most spectacular of all Svalbard's bird sites are those of the common guillemot. During our itinerary, 
we will pass several sites where tens of thousands of common guillemots nest densely packed on ledges in large, 
steep bird cliffs. The biggest colonies house up to one hundred thousand pairs each. The total population on 
Svalbard is estimated to be 850,000 pairs. 


We will also pass breeding sites of the little auk. Little auks fly in synchrony to and from the breeding sites. The 
little auk is the most numerous bird in Svalbard, with an estimated population of over 1 million pairs, and is 
especially numerous in the north-western parts of Spitsbergen (where we will be visiting). Little auk colonies 
teem with life during June and July. 
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This expedition focuses on visiting the north western corner of Spitsbergen, the largest island of the Svalbard 
archipelago. 


The north western sector of Spitsbergen harbours the greatest concentration of animals, many of the most 
beautiful landscapes, the only permanent settlements, and the most interesting historic and cultural sites that 
Svalbard has to offer. 


PLEASE NOTE: the following itinerary is the intended plan, but all expeditions with small, private-charter 
vessels in high latitudes are dependent upon the weather. We, as a group, may choose to adapt the itinerary 
to take advantage of wildlife movements, weather conditions and movement of sea ice. We will discuss the 
itinerary frequently as a group and adjust the itinerary accordingly. It is strongly recommended we proceed as 
far north as weather will allow relatively quickly, and then work our way south to Longyearbyen in latter part 
of the expedition. 


ALSO NOTE: there are approximately 3,000 inhabitants on Svalbard and at least 3,000 polar bears (some say 
as many as 4,500). This island is wild and truly the realm of the polar bear. All participants must, at all times, 
respect this powerful predator and obey all instructions from the specialist guides which will be accompanying 
us throughout the expedition. The polar bears are very much in charge in this icy polar land! Travel outside 
the few inhabited settlements is forbidden without a gun and the knowledge of how to use it in the event of a 
bear attack. Our very experienced guides will carry firearms and be aware of group safety at all time. 


Day 1 


Participants are recommended to arrive in Longyearbyen at least one day before our expedition begins. Meet at 
Longyearbyen docks at 9.00 am to board the yachts. Depart for Trygghamna. Onboard briefing concerning the 
vessels facilities, practical information and safety in Svalbard's wilderness (including safety procedures relating 
to polar bears). 


Reach Trygghamna - a spectacular bay with "pointed peaks" of the Alkhornet Mountains, which looms like a 
castle. The slopes of the mountains are home to one of the most spectacular bird cliffs of Spitsbergen, as well as 
a series of cascading glaciers to the west. 


The huge bird cliffs are famous for common guillemots, black guillemots, kittiwakes, glaucous gulls, puffins, 
little auks, and the masses of breeding birds provide fertilizer for an affluent green tundra vegetation, feeding 
geese and reindeer, while foxes and skuas look out for easy prey. 


In mid-late July onwards, the Brünnich's guillemot chicks are ready to take off for the first time. With a little 
help from their parents the chicks jump from their nest. At the most, hundreds of birds will take off at the 
same time. During this event, all the predators are gathering for a free meal. They will catch as many chicks as 
possible during this jump, so they can fill up their storage for the winter. We observe from the water, or (if the 
group wishes) we go ashore, hike up to the foot of Alkhornet mountain, and here our guide will find a good 
spot to spend some time bird watching. We need to be extremely careful of nesting birds and may only trek 
where our specialist guides indicate! 


In addition to the wildlife and dramatic scenery, Trygghamna hosts fragile traces of earlier human activity: 
scanty remains of old whaling and walrus hunt, and ruins of Russian and Scandinavian trappers. 


Day 2 
We sail up the Forlandsundet - an 88 km long sound separating Prins Karls Forland and Spitsbergen. We pass 


spectacular scenery and beautiful glacier fronts, and there are several options for landing to observe other bird 
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cliffs if the weather or conditions were not ideal at Trygghamna (or simply if the group wish to see more of the 
fascinating bird cliffs). The waters of Forlandsundet offer excellent whale watching opportunities in July and 
August. 


In the afternoon, we will reach Fjortende Julibukta (14 Juli Bukta), a good place for sighting walruses. The bay 
of Fjortende Julibukta boasts magnificent scenery, a glacier that calves into the sea. A cliff on the north side of 
the bay teems with breeding birds, and many Arctic fox dens. The glacier of Fjortende Julibukta calves into the 
sea along a three-kilometre-wide glacier front. 


At the north side of the bay of Fjortende Julibukta, a steep mountain ridge rises from sea level to a height 
of almost 1000 m. Here lies a great bird cliff housing northern fulmar, kittiwake and Brünnichs guillemot 
and other species. A considerable number of Atlantic puffins and black guillemots are also found here. Pink- 
footed geese nest in the slope beneath the bird cliff and outwards on the beach ridge toward the point of 
Redingerpynten. Kittiwakes often sit atop of lumps of ice that have calved from the glacier snout. 


Day 3 
This morning, we land at Magdalenefjorden - a particularly picturesque fjord that is 5 km wide and 8 km long. 


Cruise through some of the most beautiful scenery in Svalbard, then visit Gravneset to view ancient graves and 
a very early whaling station. 


Dutch explorer William Barents was the first to explore Magdalenefjorden in 1596. Here he found walrus tusks, 
which caused him to name the fjord Tusk Bay. The English explorer and whaler Robert Fotherby entered the 
fjord in 1614, claiming it for King James I of England. The English subsequently established a whaling station 
in Trinity Harbor, on what is now called Gravneset. It was later taken over by the Dutch. The remains of four 
blubber ovens or furnaces have been found on Gravneset, as well as a graveyard containing about 130 graves 
dating from the 17th to the late 18th century. 


Funerals took place over a period of almost 200 years, with the earliest graves dating from the early 1600s and 
the more recent ones dating from the late 1700s. On the beach by the cemetery there are four blubber ovens 
which mark where the whaling station once stood. It is not permitted to walk within the burial ground, which 
is fenced off, nor close to the blubber ovens, but we can see them from the fence area. 


Gravneset was visited by tourists as early as the 1800s. The French traveller Léonie d'Aunet gave the place its 
name when she visited it in 1838. Through her stories we can make out a vivid picture of the cemetery and the 
gloomy scenery, strewn with whale and walrus bones, like eerie, white remains of enormous extinct species 
in a far away land. In the cemetery she found that several of the coffins had made their way through the snow, 
heaved up to the surface by the permafrost, half open and empty on account of polar bears. Other coffins 
remain untouched, covered in rocks. 


Day 4 


We land at Virgohamna, a small bay on the northern coast of Danes Island, close to Spitsbergen. The Dutch 
used the bay as a whaling station, as well as a series of incredible attempts to reach the North Pole by balloon. 
The remains of the balloon expeditions, their bases and wreckage is still visible today. 


The Swedish balloonist Salomon August Andrée proposed a voyage by hydrogen balloon from Svalbard to 
either Russia or Canada, which was to pass, with luck, straight over the North Pole on the way. Andrée built 
a balloon hangar at Virgohamna in 1896 and set off, but adverse winds forced him to return home on his first 
attempt, and he returned to Virgohamna in the summer of 1897, leaving the bay again early in July 1897 in what 
would be a fatal attempt to reach the pole. His balloon leaked hydrogen and was unable to steer, and quickly 
crashed on the pack ice after only two days. The explorers were unhurt but faced a gruelling trek south across 
the drifting ice. Inadequately clothed, equipped or prepared, and shocked by the difficulty of the terrain, they 


did not make it to safety. As the Arctic winter closed in on them in October, the group ended up exhausted on 
the deserted Kvitoya (White Island) in Svalbard and died there. For 33 years the fate of the Andrée expedition 
remained one of the unsolved riddles of the Arctic. The chance discovery in 1930 of the expedition’s last camp 
created a media sensation in Sweden, where the dead men had been mourned and idolised. 


Andrée’s expedition was followed by three attempts by the American journalist Walter Wellman, who wanted 
to reach the North Pole to create the biggest possible sensation for his newspaper, the Chicago Record Herald. 
Previous attempts with strenuous sledge journeys over the pack ice from north Spitsbergen (1894) and Franz 
Josef Land (1898-99) had all failed. Wellman’s first attempt set off from Virgohamna in 1906 in the airship 
America, but failed despite considerable costly preparations and the construction of a hangar. 


For his second attempt in 1907, Wellman could make use of the hut and hangar from the year before. But he 
did not get further away than approximately 24 kilometres when the airship crashed. Wellman and his crew 
survived and were taken back to Virgohamna. 


Wellman made a third attempt, and returned in 1909. This time, his airship flew about 40 miles north of 
Spitsbergen before it crashed onto the sea ice. Wellman and his crew were rescued - again - practically without 
injuries. He abandoned any plan for further attempts when he heard that his fellow countryman Robert Peary 
claimed to have reached the North Pole. 


Remnants of houses, sheds, gas tanks, machines, equipment, the wooden remnants of the collapsed hangar and 
the remains of the airship America are visible. The traces of this unique chapter of polar exploration are faint, 


but fascinating. 


Please see http://cruise-handbook.npolar.no/en/nordvesthjornet/virgohamna.html for more information. 
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Day 5 


We land at Sallyhamna, a former Dutch whaling station and much later Norwegian hunting station on the 
Cape William small peninsula in northern Albert I Land (in the northwest of Spitsbergen). We explore the 
ruins ofa trappers cabin, two Dutch blubber ovens and Pomor dwellings. The bay is a famous for sighting polar 
bears, as well as little auks. 


Day 6 

We land at Liefdefjord in Haakon VII Land on Spitsbergen. The fjord is famed for spectacular views and the 
dramatic Monaco glacier. We can trek overland to a cabin called Texas Bar, with excellent wildlife spotting 
opportunities along the way. The Monaco glacier is spectacular - being approximately 40 km in length, and 
ending in a 5 km wide snout that calves frequently, moving forward up to 5 m per day (recorded in 1994)! The 
scenic beauty of this location is really incredible, and well worth spending time to explore. 


Day 7 


We land at Mushamna and can arrange a visit to a modern trappers cabin. The cabin is well equipped, and built 
out of driftwood. Large piles of firewood and a rack where seal and reindeer carcasses are hung out of reach 
of the polar bears lie within. The cabin's inhabitants vary from year to year: the landlord is the Governor of 
Svalbard, and each tenancy is for one year only. The cabin was built in 1987. It is abnormally large compared to 
older hunters’ cabins in Svalbard. It has an outer room for hanging game and furs, a room in the middle with 
a workshop and an inner room with a lounge, a kitchen and a bedroom. If the tenant is willing, we can speak 
to him and hear his stories. 


Hunting takes place both ashore and on the ice. The main prey is the Arctic fox, which is captured using 
traditional trapdoors or hit traps. Seals, ptarmigan, pink-footed geese and a small number of reindeer are also 
captured. In addition to this, fishing for Arctic char takes place in both freshwater and in the sea. Common 
eiders and Arctic terns nest by the beach and around the cabin. 


We spend the rest of the day exploring Woodfjorden and surrounding fjords. Many of the surrounding peaks 
are bright red and made of Devonian sandstone. The fjord is home to hot springs and large glacier fronts that 
calve in the sea. The area is a good place to spot polar bears hunting for ringed seals and birds eggs. 
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The bears can often be observed on ice floes in front of the glacier fronts. Each spring there are female polar 
bears with yearlings in Liefdefjorden and Woodfjorden, which indicates that the area may be a denning area. 


Bearded seals and ringed seals are a common sight in the fjord. Smaller groups of harp seal can also appear 
here. Reinsdyrflya is an area known for its dense population of Svalbard reindeer, with approximately 300 
reindeer here and in the north and west of Liefdefjorden, and a further 150 reindeer in the east of Woodfjorden. 


There are several bird cliffs and a healthy population of Arctic fox, as well as eider ducks, Arctic terns, Arctic 
skuas, great skuas, glaucous gulls and black-legged kittiwakes. The kittiwake bird cliff in Hornbeekpollen is 
well known, but other, smaller cliffs with kittiwakes occur in the west of inner Woodfjorden and south of 
Mushamna. Reinsdyrflya is one of Svalbard's most important breeding sites for king eiders, with an estimated 
1000 or more individuals in the area. Red-throated diver can often be found around Reinsdyrflyas many small 
lakes, and the grey phalarope can be found in the same places. Pink-footed geese can be found breeding on 
the islands of Mákeoyane in Liefdefjorden. If you are lucky you may get a glimpse of the rare brent goose, 
which breeds sparsely in the areas around Woodfjorden. As for terrestrial birds, snow buntings, Svalbard rock 
ptarmigan and, of course, the purple sandpiper can be easily observed. 


Day 8 


It is likely that we will have seen walruses by this point in the itinerary, especially at Fjortende Julibukta, 
however we have the opportunity to visit Moffen Island, north of Mushamna, where a large walrus haulout is 
found. We must stay 300 m from the haulout (because the adults can trample young when scared). At other 
locations earlier in the itinerary, we may have been able to photograph walruses at closer quarters, but the sight 
of the masses of walruses from a distance offshore is well worth the visit! We cross the 80?N line of latitude and 
can have a glass of whisky chilled with 30,000 year-old glacier ice! We can spend the rest of the day visiting 
the bay of Alicehamna, to the east of Raudfjorden and south of Bruceneset, and (if there is time), Raudfjorden 
itself. 
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Alicehamna has been used by hunters for centuries. It was named after the Princesse Alice, the ship Prince 
Albert I of Monaco used during his oceanographic expeditions to Svalbard from 1898 to 1907. This is a trapper's 
cabin and an old whaler’s grave on the slope between Raudfjordhytta and Brucevarden. The coffin was once 
covered by stones, but the solid boards have been well preserved and are now partly visible due to frost action 
in the ground. A skull and other bones can be spotted between boards and the rocks that are in the stone pile. 


There is another grave by a cairn, which belongs to skipper Erik Zakariassen Mattilas, who died of scurvy in the 
spring of 1908 having overwintered at the main station here in Raudfjorden together with four others. 


In Raudfjorden, we can see red cliffs, and have good chances to see whales, seals a wide variety of birdlife and 
possibly polar bears. 


Day 9 

Today is left deliberately vague, so that it can be adapted according to the groups priorities. We have the 
opportunity of visiting several stunning fjords into which glaciers pour, including Lillehóókfjord (home to 
the Lillehóók glacier). We can focus on wildlife and undertake further whale watching, polar bear and seal 
spotting or visit bird colonies at Signehavna and Krossfjord. Or we can trek overland (also with good wildlife 
spotting opportunities) at Móllerfjord (the northeastern branch of inner Krossfjord) to a local icon called 
"Lloyds Hotel" - a bright orange hut built in 1912 by the shipping company North German Lloyd. 


For over a century, visitors have left plaques with their names and dates inside of the hut, turning it into a kind 
of little museum for the cruise ship history in Spitsbergen, which dates back well into the 19th century. Lloyds 
Hotel is surrounded by one of the finest mountain and glacier panoramas in northwestern Spitsbergen, and is 
a spectacular place to visit. 


Day 10 


Today we explore Krossfjorden, a prominent, 30 km long ford and series of bays and mini-fjords north of 
Forlandsundet. The area is known for its magnificent scenery that includes glaciers and nunataks. Today too, 
we can focus on the group’s collective priorities. Krossfjorden has excellent wildlife spotting opportunities, with 
good chances to see walruses, seals and whales, as well as several bird cliffs and nesting areas. 


We can visit Blomstrandbukta (Blomstrandhalvoya), famed for its groves of alpine plants, or we can journey 
to Peirsonhamna to traverse beautiful mountain slopes and to visit New London (Ny-London) and Camp 
Mansfield; the ruins of a marble mine. The marble deposits were discovered in the summer of 1906 and 
described as “no less than an island of pure marble”. The English adventurer Ernest Mansfield organised the 
Northern Exploration Company and was lured by a marble “gold rush”. 


The marble quarry was established in 1911. In a few years, intense labour was invested to get the plant and 
operation up and running. The marble seemed promising, and experts from around the world praised the 
quality and beauty of the stone. Expectations were high and great economic yields were anticipated. Machines, 
railway, wagons, cranes, winches, heavy steam engines, tools and equipment for operations were brought in. 
Private houses for up to 70 people, workshop buildings and storage facilities were built. But the facility came to 
ruin once it was found that the beautiful marble crumbled and turned to dust outside the Arctic conditions. The 
ruins of the factory and the heavy industrial machinery ironically rust in same the Arctic air that bankrupted 
the operation. It is an eerie but fascinating site. 


Day 11 


Exploring the south of Krossfjorden, we have lots more wildlife spotting opportunities (particularly bird life), 
and also the opportunity to visit the world’s most northerly town, Ny Alesund, a research settlement founded 
in 1913. We can explore “the town’, see an old railway with steam train from a disused mine and colliery, and 
visit the Ny Alesund museum. A popular tradition is to send a postcard from the Northernmost post office in 
the world! Polar bears often visit the edges of the settlement. Arctic foxes are also a common site nearby. 
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Days 12-14 


These two days can be used as buffer days should the itinerary need to be shunted backwards due to weather 
conditions or if the group wish to spend longer at any of the locations visited up until this point. If unused, we 
can spend these two days visiting impressive bird cliffs near Farmhamna, whale watching or looking for seals. 


We can also visit Barentsburg - the second largest settlement on Svalbard (with about 500 inhabitants) that are 
almost entirely Russians and Ukrainians. Visiting this Russian town in Norwegian Svalbard is surreal. 


100,000 tons of coal are exported yearly. The mine closed in 2006 due to concerns over an underground fire 
breaking out, but resumed production in late 2010. Despite this, the population of the settlement has been 
steadily decreasing in the recent years. Many buildings are not inhabited, and some are left to decay. Combined 
with a truly stunning setting for the town when the weather is clear enough to see across the Isfjord, and the 
black smoke from by the old coal power plant, the visit leaves an eerie impression on the few who visit. 


Even more strange and eerie is the village of Pyramiden, run by the Soviet Union as a mining town since 1927 
and closed in 1998. Pyramiden once was home to over 1,000 people, but now is an uninhabited ghost town. 
Not far from a monument to Vladimir Lenin, we can see a Soviet swimming pool and the northernmost grand 
piano (a "Red October" piano). The buildings appear as if they were abandoned yesterday. It has been said 
that Pyramiden is one of the best preserved and most spooky of Soviet settlements remaining anywhere in the 
world, and it is predicted that, due to the low rate of decay in the frigid climate, the abandoned town's major 
buildings will be visible 500 years from now. 


A further option is to visit Templefjord, with spectacular soaring cliffs and peaks reminiscent of a cathedral. 
Here, we have a final chance to see reindeer, seals and an exquisite glacier. 


Day 15 


We return to Longyearbyen to celebrate our adventure through the realm of the polar bear! We disembark and 
share a group dinner in a local restaurant. 


Papua Tribes, Birds of Paradise 
e Orchids Adventure 
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Explore Papua New Guinea to see the very best tribes, birds of paradise and orchids which the highlands of 
this incredible land has to offer. 


From the capital of Port Moresby, we travel to the Southern Highlands of the Western Highlands Province in 
search of New Guineas most iconic animals, its Birds of Paradise, as well as its rich montane forests and the 
alpine orchid species that inhabit them. We explore cloud forests dripping with exquisite orchids and beautiful 
tropical flowers, and even carnivorous pitcher plants (Nepenthes maxima). 


Along the way, we visit four separate villages to observe intimate cultural displays by the famous mudmen, the 
skeleton men, and the spectacular Hagen Wigmen and the Huli Wigmen. 


Based out of our comfortable, locally-run lodge, during this itinerary, we make daily journeys to different 
highland destinations always in the company of guides hired from the local tribes and traditional landowners. 


£2,880 p/p for (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

Wednesday 3rd October to Sunday 14th October 2018. This adventure will run multiple times 
over the coming year. Please email us for the dates. Note: July to September are recommended for bird 
mating displays. 

6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


For those wishing to experience the spectacular Mt Hagen Cultural 
Show, made famous by National Geographic, this event takes usually around 20 August. Additional days spent 
searching for specific birds can also be organised, both in the highlands, and at several incredible (and easy to 
visit) reserves close to Port Moresby. Extensions to the Sepik River can also be organised. 


There are direct flights from Singapore to Port Moresby with Air Niugini. If you time your flights 
right, you can fly to Singapore and then continue on to Port Moresby the same day, or break up your journey 
and have a night or two in Singapore. Alternatively, there are flights to Port Moresby from Tokyo, Hong Kong, 
Manila, Singapore, Cairns, Brisbane and Sydney. 


ITINERARY 


Transfer from Port Moresby to your lodge at 2400 metres elevation in the Western Highlands 
Province. If daylight permits, go in search of orchids around the lodge. Overnight in lodge. 


After breakfast, explore local mountain tracks in search of local orchids, including Dendrobium 
cuthbertsonii and other montane species. Over 100 species have been recorded in the local forest; with 
only lunch to interrupt the day, time spent botanising is ample. During the afternoon, we visit a village 
of the Huli Wigmen to observe a fascinating cultural show. Overnight in lodge. 


After breakfast, drive over a forested pass into Tambul district, searching for roadside orchids ? 
along the way. The eventual destination is a local orchid farm that specialises in species from the region. © 
We can see the carnivorous Nepenthes maxima nearby. During the afternoon, we visit a village of the ¢ 
mudmen to discover why they create elaborate mud masks and paint their bodies with mud. 


A full day exploring the areas around the base of Mount Hagen, targeting stands of endemic 
Cyathea tree-ferns, for specialist epiphytes such as Pedilochilus, and forest margins for Bulbophyllum, 
Dendrobium, Calanthe, Corybas, Diplocaulobium, Coelogyne, Liparis and Pterostylis. 


An early breakfast is followed by a 5am transfer to a birding site near Rondon. Over 150 species of 
birds are known from the region, including 11 Bird of Paradise (BoP) species, over a dozen honeyeaters, 
as well as white-eye, whistlers, flycatchers, fantails, warblers, wrens, cuckoo-shrike and over 15 types 
of parrot. We have a good chance to see the Brown Sicklebill BoP, Stephanies Astrapia BoP and King of 
Saxony BOP. Return to the lodge for a late lunch before descending to a lower altitude to glimpse the jê 
Superb BoP during its evening display. 


Dedicated to the stunning Raggiana BoP, today begins with an hours morning drive to the 
birding site, which sometimes hosts Superb and Magnificent BoP also, along with trumpet manucode, 
Jobi manucode and helmeted friarbird. Other birds of interest include yellow breasted bower bird, 
rainbow lorikeet, doubled eyed pygmy parrot, clamorous reed warbler, white shoulder fairy wren, great ? 
wood swallow, little grass bird, dollar bird, purple swamp hen and hooded pitohui. The pitohui is one ۲ 
of the few known poisonous birds, with batrachotoxin present in its skin and feathers! After lunch, we ۴ 
visit Kumul Lodge, whose garden visitors include BoP like the Ribbon-tailed Astrapia and the Brown 
Sicklebill BoP, but also the beautiful if ballsy tiger parrot. 


Today we visit the villages of the Hagen Wigmen. We may meet the chief and his wives and | 
hear stories of past battles. He often shows his spears and war axes (some of which have been used in 
times of conflict). We then see a cultural display and hear songs from the Hagen Wigmen. After lunch, 
we transfer to the village of the famed skeleton men who adorn their bodies with ash and clay. We 8 
watch their cultural display, and discover why they used their skeleton paint patterns to frighten their 
enemies. We return to the lodge in time for dinner. 


An early start to the stomping grounds of the stunning Blue BoP. Other species seen here include MESE, 
the King of Saxony BoP and nine other more irregular BoP visitors. Once satisfied, explore the local 
forest and roadsides for orchids on your leisurely return to base. 


9: A visit to the Baiyer River with the intention of seeing the Lesser Bird of Paradise come tea- 
time. In the intervening period, explore the local reserve for orchids and other birds species, which 
may include hooded pitohui, Zoé’s imperial pigeon, trumpet manucode, Jobi manucode, southern 
baza, helmeted friarbird, great egret, white shouldered fairy wren, yellow breasted bower bird, sulphur- 
crested cockatoo, the imposing Blyth’s hornbill, black winged kite and black kite. 


Transfer to Port Moresby and check-in to hotel by early afternoon. Thereafter, transfer to the 
Botanical Garden to enjoy the collection of local and imported orchid species. Overnight in hotel. 


A whole day visit to Varirata National Park in search of local birds and lowland orchids. A jî 
number of BoP have been recorded here, including the growling riflebird, Raggiana BoP, as well as GZ? 
frogmouths, kingfishers and bower birds. We also have the option to visit the Adventure Park and * 
Nature Park to see a wide range of captive BoPs and other native wildlife. Overnight in hotel. | L 


Transfers to airport for international departures. 
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Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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Journey with us to mysterious Papua New Guinea in search of its incredible bird life! It is challenging to 
find a 10 day itinerary in the region for less than £3500. This adventure is made possible by working only 
with local operators and no middle-men to bring you access to an area that is otherwise out of reach for 
most people. 


From the capital of Port Moresby, we travel to the Southern Highlands of the Western Highlands Province 
in search of New Guinea's most iconic animals, its Birds of Paradise. Based out of our comfortable, locally- 
run lodge, we make daily journeys to different highland destinations to target specific birds always in the 
company of guides hired from the local tribes and traditional landowners. The most reliably viewed birds 
include the Brown Sicklebill, Stephanie's Astrapia, the King of Saxony BoP, Ribbon tailed Astrapia, Raggiana 
BoP, Lesser BoP, Magnificent BoP, Superb BoP, Eastern Parotia and Blue BoP. 


This itinerary is completely customisable and can be varied to take into account particular birds and 
interests. We recommend at least 7 days in the Highlands to guarantee good coverage of the birds, as well 
as 2-3 days in the Port Moresby area to visit lowland sites and local nature parks. Other optional extras are 
available (see Extensions) for those interested in hiking, orchids, tribes and culture. 


COST: £2,680 per person for 10D/9N (all inclusive from start point to end point) 
START POINT: Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

END POINT: Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

DATES: We are running this expedition multiple times over the coming year. Please email us for the 
dates. Note that July to September are recommended for bird mating displays. 

GROUP SIZE: 6-10 (smaller groups can be organised at a higher per person cost) 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- expedition extensions: Visit the highland tribes around Mount Hagen, including the Huli, a 
tribe whose Wigmen are famous for their elaborate costumes and ritual dances, not to mention the Chimbu 
skull men and Asaro mudmen (+1 Day). A visit to the Mount Hagen Cultural Show is certainly possible if 
it coincides with the August date (+1 Day). 


Days of birding, orchid hunting or a trek up Giluwe volcano can also be added before the start of the main 
expedition. Please contact us with particular requests. 


To get a quote for any extensions, simply mention which extension(s) you are interested in when you apply 
to Join this Adventure! 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Fly from Port Moresby to Mount Hagen and transfer to your lodge at 2400 metres elevation 
in the Western Highlands Province. Relax and settle in, but if daylight permits, you are free to go in 
search of orchids around the lodge. Overnight in lodge. . 


An early breakfast is followed by a 5am transfer to a birding site near Rondon. Over 150 
species of birds are known from the region, including 11 Bird of Paradise (BoP) species, over a dozen 
honeyeaters, as well as white-eye, whistlers, flycatchers, fantails, warblers, wrens, cuckoo-shrike and 
over 15 types of parrot. Return to the lodge for a late lunch before descending to a lower altitude to 
glimpse the Superb BoP during its evening display. 


Dedicated to the stunning Raggiana BoP, today begins with an hour’s morning drive to the 
birding site, which sometimes hosts Superb and Magnificent BoP also, along with trumpet manucode, 
Jobi manucode and helmeted friarbird. Other birds of interest include yellow breasted bower bird, 
rainbow lorikeet, doubled eyed pygmy parrot, clamorous reed warbler, white shoulder fairy wren, 
great wood swallow, little grass bird, dollar bird, purple swamp hen and hooded pitohui. The pitohui is 
one of the few known poisonous birds, with batrachotoxin present in its skin and feathers! After lunch, 
we visit Kumul Lodge, whose garden visitors include BoP like the Ribbon-tailed Astrapia, but also the 
beautiful if ballsy tiger parrot. 


An early start to the stomping grounds of the stunning Blue BoP. Other species seen here 
include the King of Saxony BoP and nine other more irregular BoP visitors. Once satisfied, explore the 
local forest and roadsides for orchids on your leisurely return to base. 


A visit to the Baiyer River with the intention of seeing the Lesser Bird of Paradise come tea- 
time. In the intervening period, explore the local reserve for orchids and other birds species, which 
may include hooded pitohui, Zoés imperial pigeon, trumpet manucode, Jobi manucode, southern 
baza, helmeted friarbird, great egret, white shouldered fairy wren, yellow breasted bower bird, sulphur- 
crested cockatoo, the imposing Blyth’s hornbill, black winged kite and black kite. 


On Day 6 and 7 we visit additional sites recommended by our local guides, but we also have 
the chance to revisit specific sites should any of our previous target birds prove hard to find the first 
time around. 


Transfer to Port Moresby and check-in to hotel by early afternoon. Thereafter, transfer to the 
Botanical Garden to enjoy the collection of local and imported plants species as well as their aviary of 
endemic birds. Overnight in hotel. 


A whole day visit to Varirata National Park in search of local birds and lowland orchids. A 
number of BoP have been recorded here, including the growling riflebird, Raggiana BoP, as well as 
frogmouths, kingfishers and bower birds. Overnight in hotel. 


Transfers to airport for international departures. 


Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 
or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 


to register your interest. 
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Sepik & the Trobriands Tribes o of New 
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Explore Papua New Guinea, where time stands still! 


This adventure takes in two of Papua New Guinea's most tradination and interesting cultural areas. 


The Sepik River is the ‘cultural heart’ of Papua New Guinea and one of the world's last frontiers. The remote 
human outposts along this river are places where time has stood still, where ancient ritual and ancestral 
customs are still followed in daily village life among some of the most hospitable people in the world. The 
cultural and linguistic diversity of the region is immense and the wealth of isolated communities have 
ensured that that fascinating traditional arts and cultures have existed almost unchanged here for thousands 
of years. This richness is paralleled in the wonderfully diverse local flora and fauna, which ranks amongst 
the finest in the world. 


Here, village people survive mostly by subsistence, living and bartering produce between neighbouring 
villages and walking for days or travelling by dugout canoe to reach townships when the need arises. Along 
the riverbank live tribes like the Latmul, where initiated men bear crocodile-skin scarification marks with 
great pride as a symbol of their status, while mythologies of wayward spirits and animal gods still hold sway 
over traditional village lifestyles. Further upstream, the communities are even less visited and their artistic 
expression even more developed, and we enter the realm of tribes renowned for their ancestral "Mens Spirit 
Houses’ and ‘Insect Culture’ clans. 


To the northeast, we visit the rarely travelled Trobriand Islands, where it is taboo to eat in front of one 
another, and where the bond of husband and wife is entirely different to in the west. Remarkably, trade is 
still carried out using a currency of scored banana leaves and even kina shells, and wealth is measured in 
terms of the number of yams owned by female family members. This unique tribal culture exists against a 
backdrop of white sand beaches, palm trees and spectacular coral reefs with some of the finest snorkelling 
and diving on the planet. This is Polynesia as it was 200 years ago! 


Travel in the region is not easy, and emphasis placed on experiences and interaction with the village people. 
To this end, you will stay in remote villages and be exposed to the same travel limitations as the villagers 
themselves. The remote nature of the destination and tropical weather conditions mean that changes of plan 
are sometimes necessary, thus the trip is an adventure in every sense of the word. 


COST: £2,680 per person for 11D/10N (all inclusive from start point to end point) 
START POINT: Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

END POINT: Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

DATES: Multiple dates over the coming year. Please email us for the details. 

GROUP SIZE: 6-10 (smaller groups can be organised at a higher per person cost) 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- expedition extensions: Visit the highland tribes around Mount Hagen, including the Huli, a 
tribe whose Wigmen are famous for their elaborate costumes and ritual dances, not to mention the Chimbu 
skull men and Asaro mudmen (+1 Day). A visit to the Mount Hagen Cultural Show is certainly possible if it 
coincides with the August date (+1 Day). Days of birding for Birds of Paradise can also be set up. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA ITINERARY 


As a group, we can choose to visit either the Middle Sepik River or the Upper Sepik River. The 
Upper Sepik is more remote and villages are very traditional. 


Middle Sepik Itinerary (6D/5N) 


Day 1: Transfer to Wewak from Port Moresby by air and check into a Wewak hotel in readiness for our 
departure in the morning. 


Day 2: Leave Wewak by private hire car or bus to Pagwi on the Middle Sepik. Here we board a motorised 
dugout canoe and head downriver to Kanganaman. If time allows, we stop off at Korogo village to meet 
the villagers before arriving at our guesthouse in Kanganamun village. 


Day 3: Depart Kanganamun for the beautiful villages of Palembei and Yentchen, both of which are 
known for their handicrafts and artefacts. Visits to the “Haus Tambarans’ (spirit houses / meeting 
houses) at these villages are also possible. We return to Kanganamun for the evening and visit the 
initiated men in the Spirit House. Some members may opt to go crocodile hunting in the evening with 
young men from the village. Sleep at the village guesthouse. 


Day 4: Depart Kanganamun for Kamindibit village before moving on to Aibom near the Chambri 
Lakes. This village is known for its local clay sago storage jars and fire pots for cooking; the Aibom 
villagers exchange and trade these with other villages for food. We travel on towards the Blackwater 
lakes region where we stay overnight in a family house at Mameri village. 


Day 5: Leave Mameri village onboard your canoe and go up a tributary river into the Black Water 
Lakes to travel around this beautiful lake area and visit the village of Govermas. In the afternoon 
return to Mameri village for the night. 


Day 6: The next morning we motor back upriver towards Pagwi, stopping to stretch our legs at a 
village en route. Here your driver will escort you back to Wewak to check into your Wewak hotel by 
late afternoon. 


Upper Sepik River Itinerary (6D/5N) 


Day 1: Transfer to Wewak from Port Moresby by air and check into a Wewak hotel in readiness for our 
departure in the morning. 


Day 2: Leave Wewak by private hire car or bus to Pagwi on the Middle Sepik. Here we board a 
motorised dugout canoe and head upriver, passing Ambunti and Wagu Lagoon. We visit Yambon to 
see their beautiful spirit house and wooden carvings. We then travel further on to Mino where we 
overnight in a family house. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


We visit a series of villages with spectacular spirit houses and visit the crocodile men (who 
make scars on their bodies to resemble crocodile scales). Some members may opt to go crocodile 
hunting in the evening with young men from the village. Sleep at the village guesthouse. 


After breakfast we move on to the villages of Yessan and Maio, where the people live by a 
"Yam culture’ that is reflected in their carved artefacts, before motoring on to the Insect clan people in 
Swagup village. Here we can see their delicate and intricately carved wooden canoe paddles together 
with their very particular style of artefacts. Sleep in a village home along the river. 


: Canoe on to Tongujam, meet the village people and visit their distinctive spirit house. We 
continue along the river to the beautiful Wagu Lagoon and sleep in the village guesthouse. 


We rise before dawn and cross over Wagu Lagoon to make a short trek in the hope of witnessing 
the beautiful Birds of Paradise presenting their captivating dawn chorus in the rain forest canopy. After 
a quick breakfast back at the guesthouse, we return downriver to Pagwi for transfer back to Wewak by 
late afternoon. 


Trobriand Islands Example Itinerary (4D/3N) 


Transfer from Port Moresby by air to Kiriwina Island, capital of the Trobriand Islands, the most 
pristine corner of New Guinea, where it is like stepping back 100 years and witnessing Polynesian 
islands before they were impacted by visitors. We check into a lodge overlooking a peaceful lagoon. 
Rooms are simple but comfortable and the lodge serves excellent locally fished seafood. 


We visit a local village called Omarakana where we learn about the local people, their beliefs, 
history, ceremonies and legends of the giant Dokanikani. We learn about their matrilineal culture and 
how women are central to society in the islands. We explore remote villages that are home to gigantic, 
elaborately decorated yam houses (some of the most spectacular carved buildings in all of Papua 
New Guinea). Watch yams being traded as currency for any and everything, learn open-fire cooking 
techniques and witness the complex magic- and spirit-based belief system. Magic is still vehemently 
believed in across the islands, and we discover local legends and stories. Overnight in the lagoon lodge 
and dine on delicious local cuisine. 


9: Today we witness traditional boat making techniques, and join local fishermen to glide across 
coral rich waters. We take a dip along the beautiful beach of Kalopa Cave and inspect an impressive 
WWII airplane wreck being reclaimed by the jungle. At sunset we enjoy a traditional Trobiand Island 
cultural dance on the beach and have a beach BBQ as the sun disappears over the horizon. Overnight 
in the lagoon lodge and dine on delicious local cuisine. 


Today is a relaxing rest day on beautiful white sand beaches and azure waters. We can relax 
on the beach, snorkel in coral waters, and explore the island rainforests. Overnight in the lagoon lodge 
and dine on delicious local cuisine. 

After breakfast we leave for the airport for our return trip to Port Moresby. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Carolinas Carnivorous Plant 


Adventure 
North Catglingee" SoutheCaralina, USA 


The Carolinas are home to many of the most beautiful wild landscapes of North America, including the smoky 
mountains, the rolling hills of the piedmont, sun-filled pine savannahs, and pristine sandy beaches. This expedition 
takes you to all of these natural wonders and more, on a journey to observe spectacular carnivorous plants (Sarracenia 
pitcher plants, Drosera sundews, Utricularia bladderworts, Pinguicula butterworts, and Dionaea muscipula, the 
world famous venuss fly trap), as well as an astounding diversity of orchids and wildflowers. There is the possibility 
of seeing black bear, white-tailed deer, red & gray foxes, coyotes, red-cockaded woodpeckers, red-tailed hawks, bald 
eagles, snakes, lizards and alligators. 


All of the sites on the expedition itinerary are well-managed, frequently-patrolled nature reserves. This 
expedition is strictly observation only. No plants, seeds, cuttings or sample materials of any kind may be removed 
from any of the sites that we will be visiting. 


US $2,600 per person for (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
Hampton Inn Raleigh Midtown, 1001 Wake Towne Drive, Raleigh, NC 27609 USA. 
Hampton Inn Raleigh Midtown, 1001 Wake Towne Drive, Raleigh, NC 27609 USA. 
Email us for the dates. For private groups we recommend June, July or August 2018. 
6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your dates 
and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


many choose to combine this trip with our six day Darlingtonia and 
Redwoods Adventure to see the most spectacular carnivorous plants of Oregon and California. Alternatively, we 
can organise bespoke trips across the Gulf Coast to visit several key carnivorous plant locations there. 


Raleigh, North Carolina is extensively connected by numerous airlines to cities across the USA and 
abroad. 
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ITINERARY 


Meet at Hampton Inn Raleigh Midtown, Raleigh, North Carolina. Expedition briefing, then transfer 
to Plant Delights Nursery and Juniper Level Botanic Gardens. Lunch in downtown Raleigh. Presentation 
on carnivorous plant conservation and overview of the carnivorous plant taxa that we will encounter during 
the trip. Dinner in Raleigh savouring traditional North Carolina barbecue cuisine. 


Early departure for Asheville, NC, with breakfast stop along the way. We visit the Biltmore Estates to 
see their public display mountain bog with Sarracenia oreophila and S. rubra ssp. jonesii, and tour the estate's 
winery and gardens (with the house tour as an optional extra). Lunch in downtown Asheville. Afternoon 
exploring the art district and downtown Asheville, dinner then drive to hotel in Hendersonville. 


Early rise with breakfast in hotel. Travel to first location to see Sarracenia rubra ssp. jonesii. Depart for 
second location in South Carolina. Meet with expert conservationist guide to visit a location of S. purpurea 
ssp. venosa var. montana. Then visit to see S. rubra ssp. jonesii in a cataract bog. Lunch on a scenic granite 
outcrop overlooking the forest. Depart for hotel in Charlotte, NC, arriving late afternoon. 


Early morning visit to University of North Carolina at Charlotte Botanic Gardens. Leave before 
lunch for Francis Marion National Forest in South Carolina to see S. minor, S. flava (varieties: cuprea, flava, 
maxima, ornata), S. purpurea ssp. venosa, Pinguicula lutea, D. capillaris, D. brevifolia, and D. intermedia. We 
then drive to dinner and our hotel in Summerville, SC. 


: Mid morning departure to visit more locations in Francis Marion National Forest to see the many 
carnivorous plants, wildflowers, and towering long-leaf pine trees it has to offer. Lunch in the field. Depart 
by late afternoon for Wilmington, NC for our hotel, dinner, and a visit to Flytrap Brewing (a craft beer 
brewery named for the Venus Flytrap). 


After an early breakfast, we will visit the Stanley Rehder Carnivorous Plant Garden to see an extensive 
artificial planting of many carnivorous plants that are not native to NC. Depart by 11 am for Atlantic Beach, 
NC, visiting locations for S. flava (varieties cuprea, flava, maxima, and ornata), Dionaea muscipula, Drosera 
intermedia, D. capillaris, and Pinguicula caerulea along the way. We then check in to our hotel and spend 
the evening relaxing on the beach and doing laundry if required. The next 4 nights are spent at this hotel. 


A relaxed morning, the group can decide the itinerary. Options include exploring the beautiful 
coastline of NC, a highly-recommended aquarium, shops, restaurants and beautiful beaches. In the 
afternoon, we can visit locations in the Croatan National Forest to see Sarracenia flava (every variety except 
var. rugelii), S. purpurea ssp. venosa, S. rubra ssp. rubra, Drosera intermedia, D. capillaris, D. rotundifolia, 
Pinguicula caerulea (typical form and white flowered form), P pumila, many Utricularia and Dionaea. 


We depart to explore locations in the southern Croatan National Forest to see the largest population 
of Sarracenia rubra ssp. rubra remaining in NC. Lunch on the road, then a visit to a very special location 
for Dionaea muscipula with possibly the greatest genetic variation in the wild (known locally as the VFT 
Mutation Site). This location has flytraps exhibiting fused teeth, bright colorations, shortened petioles, 
extended cilia, and further odd mutations that cannot be seen anywhere else. We then end our day at 
the Millis Longleaf Pine Savannah, a rare example of a pristine, perfectly conserved pine savannah with 
stunning sunset views. Dinner, then return to hotel. 


An early beginning to our day, we will explore the eastern portion of Croatan National Forest 
to see Sarracenia flava, S. purpurea, and many hybrids. After lunch, we begin a hike to a little-known, 
but spectacular location for S. flava (many infraspecies). Late morning we depart for the northern part of 
Croatan where we will begin our hike to a very spectacular, seldom-visited location with vast stands of S. 
flava, often called the “Million Flava Field”. Lunch en-route during the hike. Today is the most physically 
intensive part of this expedition, but well worth it - a perfect final location for our expedition. 


: Check out of hotel by mid-morning. Depart for Raleigh, NC, with lunch en-route. We will conclude 
our trip at the same hotel we started at, the Hampton Inn Raleigh Midtown, in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Darlingtonia and Redwoods 
Adventure 


This trip is a botanical adventure to see two of the USA’ most incredible plant species: Darlingtonia californica 
(a carnivorous pitcher plant with unique leaves shaped like striking cobras that kill insect prey) and the gigantic 
redwood trees (sequoia), which are among the most massive organisms on Earth. 


COST: £1,275 (British Pounds) or US $1,590 per person for 6 days / 5 nights 


INCLUDES: all vehicle rental costs, gas (petrol) costs, group vehicle driver, insurance, five nights 
accomodation in hotels (twin rooms), all national park permit fees. 


NOT INCLUDED: Lunch and Dinners (each participant covers own lunch and dinner costs). 
START POINT: Eugene, Oregon. 

END POINT: San Francisco, Caifornia. 

DATES: Email us for the dates. For private groups we recommend June, July or August 2018. 


GROUP SIZE: 4-6. 
BESPOKE TOUR: If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: We often run this trip on request as an “add on” extension before 
or after our Gulf Coast Carnivorous Plant Adventure or Carolinas Carnivorous Plant Adventure, but we can 
run this itinerary at any time independently of those trips. We can also significantly lengthen the itinerary to 
make a bespoke tour of Oregon and California, taking in orchids, wildflowers and other botanical wonders. 


Getting there: Eugene, Oregon (the start point) and San Francisco, California (the end point) are extensively 
connected by numerous airlines to cities across the USA and abroad. 


ITINERARY 


Day 1: Pick up in Eugene, Oregon. We drive to the Darlingtonia Wayside Reserve near the town of Florence 
(a Darlingtonia colony within a glade inside temperate rainforest). We then drive north along the coastal road 
from Florence to see wild seal populations and stunning coastal views, returning south to Roseburg to overnight 
in a hotel near Roseburg. 


Day 2: We drive to Crater Lake to see spectacular landscapes and Darlingtonia colonies growing at the edges of 
volcanic crater lakes. Drive into California and overnight near Gasquet. 


Days 3 and 4: We explore Darlingtonia populations near Gasquet and in the Sierra Nevada mountains, and 
also Pinguicula macroceras and Drosera rotundifolia. We sleep for both nights in hotels in the Sierra Nevada 
mountains. 


Day 5: Driving south, we explore the Redwood National and State Parks, and visit The Chandelier Tree, a.k.a. 
the “drive-thru tree” - the famous tree that you can drive a (small) car through! Overnight in Sebastopol. 


Day 6: We visit California Carnivores during the morning, and depart at 11 am, to arrive at San Francisco 
Airport at approx. 1 am for departing afternoon/evening flights. 
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Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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The Gulf Coast states of the southern USA are home to many of the most spectacular carnivorous plants of the 
world. Dozens of colourful pitcher plant taxa grow alongside carnivorous butterworts, bladderworts and sundews 
in extensive, well-managed nature reserves. Join this expedition to observe diverse populations of orchids and 
wildflowers growing alongside carnivorous plants, and gain a detailed understanding of the delicate ecology of 
these rare wetland habitats and the inspiring conservation work being undertaken to safeguard them for the 
future. 


All of the sites on the expedition itinerary are well-managed, frequently-patrolled nature reserves. 
This expedition is strictly observation only. No plants, seeds, cuttings or sample materials of any kind may be 
removed from any of the sites that we will be visiting. 


l: US $2,600 per person for 10 Ze (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
: The Georgian Terrace Hotel, 659 Peachtree Street Northeast, Atlanta, GA 30308 USA. 
[: George Bush Intercontinental Airport, Houston, TX USA. 
Email us for the dates. For private groups we recommend June, July or August 2018. 
6-10 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your dates 
and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales? redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


| | many choose to combine this trip with our six day Darlingtonia and 
Redwoods Adventure to see the most spectacular carnivorous plants of Oregon and California. Alternatively, we 
can organise bespoke trips to Carolina to visit several key carnivorous plant locations there. 


Atlanta, Georgia (the start point) and Houston, Texas(the end point) are extensively connected by 
numerous airlines to cities across the USA and abroad. 


ITINERARY 


Pick up from the Georgian Terrace Hotel, Atlanta, GA. Depart hotel by 9 am for Atlanta Botanical 
Gardens to tour their renowned carnivorous plant collection and planted bog gardens. Dinner in Atlanta 
with a briefing about the expedition and carnivorous plant conservation. Overnight at hotel in Atlanta. 


Early morning start and transfer to Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge - one of North America’s 
largest, most unspoilt and intact wetland habitats. We visit sites that are home to the spectacular pitcher 
plant Sarracenia minor var. okefenokeensis, as well as several species of Drosera, Pinguicula and Utricularia. 
Overnight in hotel accommodation near the refuge. 


We spend a full day exploring deep inside the Okefenokee swamp. Participants can undertake a 
canoe or kayak trip through the beautiful cypress swamp channels or, for those not fond of water activities, 
walk the trails. Fantastic photographic opportunities exist for local wildlife, including shy alligators, as well 
as floating stands of giant Sarracenia minor var. okefenokeensis, S. psittacina var. okefenokeensis and many 
sundews, butterworts and aquatic bladderworts. Overnight in hotel accommodation near the refuge. 


An early morning start and transfer to the Doerun Preserve to see the diminutive, but beautiful 
Sarracenia minor var. minor, then onward to Apalachicola National Forest in Florida. Depending upon 
how much time we choose to spend at Doerun, if we arrive before 4.00 pm, we can proceed to sites in 
Apalachicola NF, or proceed to hotel accommodation nearby. 


After breakfast at the hotel, we explore three sites in Apalachicola National Forest to see spectacular 
stands of Sarracenia flava var. atropurpurea, S. flava var. rubricorpora, S. flava var. rugelii, S. purpurea ssp. 
venosa var. burkii, S. psittacina var. okefenokeensis, Drosera filiformis var. tracyi, D. capillaris, Pinguicula 
planifolia and many other spectacular carnivorous plants. In the afternoon, we visit a small bog near the 
town of Hosford, where Dionaea muscipula (the venuss flytrap) has naturalised, now forming extensive 
stands. We explore the Yellow River Marsh Preserve at sunset to see S. rubra ssp. gulfensis, as well as S. 
leucophylla, S. x moorei, S. x naczii, and an amazing display of Drosera tracyi, and then stay in a hotel nearby. 


We start early and visit two sites to explore extensive populations of spectacular Sarracenia leucophylla 
and S. purpurea ssp. venosa var. burkii. We have lunch in a local restaurant, then drive to the Splinter 
Hill Bog to explore an enormous population of Sarracenia leucophylla including both S. leucophylla var. 
leucophylla, the rare (almost pure white) S. leucophylla var. alba, S. rubra ssp. wherryi and S. psittacina var. 
psittacina. We check into a hotel for the night near Splinter Hill and savour Alabama’ traditional cuisine in 
a local restaurant. 


After exploring a wetland at Franklin Creek that is home to particularly beautiful Sarracenia 
leucophylla, we drive west and stop at roadside bogs home to S. alata var. alata and Drosera filiformis 
var. tracyi. After lunch en-route, we enter Mississippi and reach the DeSoto National Forest to explore 
enormous, spectacular stands of S. alata (all varieties, including the rare S. alata var. nigropurpurea), as well 
as S. psittacina var. psittacina and many Drosera, Pinguicula and Utricularia. We overnight and dine in the 
nearby town of Wiggins. 


We have a slightly more relaxed morning today, leaving by 10 am to drive to the Crosby Arboretum, 
home to extensive stands of Sarracenia alata. We then drive to the Abita Springs Preserve to follow a very 
interesting boardwalk through a carnivorous plant wetland. We lunch at the nearby Abita Brew Pub. During 
the afternoon, we visit one further site, the Lake Ramsay Preserve, home to a distinctively different, squatter 


form of S. alata, and then drive to New Orleans where we check into the Best Western Plus French Quarter ۴ 


Landmark Hotel. We spend the evening relaxing and exploring charming New Orleans. 


We leave New Orleans by 8am and drive into Texas to visit large populations of Sarracenia alata 
in the Kisatchie National Forest and Sabine National Forest to observe the significant differences in the 


populations of this species in these, the westernmost reaches of the species’ range. Plants here consist mainly | 


of S. alata var. alata, but show notably different morphology from the stands of the species that we have seen 
previously. We overnight at a hotel in the town of Jasper and dine locally to savour Texan cuisine. 


We leave the hotel by 8 am and spend the morning visiting populations of Sarracenia alata in the 


Geraldine Watson Preserve. After lunch, we drive to the George Bush Intercontinental Airport, arriving in | 


time for 8 pm departing flights, or to drop expedition members off at hotels nearby. 
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Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Atacama Desert 
Adventure 
Northern Chae 


The Atacama Desert in northern Chile is regarded as the driest place on earth—in some areas it has never rained 
in modern recorded history. Over the whole area of >100,000 square kilometres the average rainfall is just 15mm 
per year. The desert is flanked to the east by the Andes, with several peaks over 6000 metres, and runs right to the 
sea in the east where the shore line is skirted by high cliffs and few areas of coastal plain. Despite its aridity, many 
archaeological sites in the region have been continuously occupied for over 10,000 years. 


Apart from its rich cultural history, the sweeping high grassy plains of the high puna (an area above 4000 metres 
elevation) are dotted with lakes, both salt and fresh, and rich in wildlife that includes rheas, flamingoes, giant 
coots, Andean geese and vicufias. On the Pacific coast the Humboldt Current brings a huge food source for 
humans and animals alike—Inka Terns, Humboldt Penguins and otters are commonly seen! 


£3250/person for (part-board with all breakfasts, 8 lunches, 4 dinners per itinerary). 
: Santiago, Chile. 
Arica, Chile. 
Monday 16th July to Saturday 28th July 2018 
6-12 
If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your dates 
and interests. Please email us for details. 
Your guide is Chris Carter, an archaeologist who has worked in this region of South America for 
over twenty years. His PhD is based on research carried out on coastal sites in far northern Chile. 


Email sales? redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


you can combine this adventure with the Andes to Amazon 
Adventure which takes place immediately following the end of this one. 
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Day 1: Arrive in Santiago by mid-afternoon. Meet your tour leader and fellow travellers in the early evening 
for a welcome drink and introductions followed by dinner. Overnight Santiago (D). 


Day 2: To San Pedro de Atacama. We fly to Calama and drive to San Pedro de Atacama at an elevation of | 
2438 metres. We travel to the Valle de la Luna for sunset over a beautiful lunar landscape. Overnight San 
Pedro de Atacama (B, D). 


Day 3: We visit Pukará de Quitor, an ancient stone fortress built around the 10th century by the Atacamefio 
people, and the Inka ruins of the Catarpe Valley. Returning to San Pedro we visit the Gustavo Le Paige 
Museum named after a Belgian Jesuit priest who collected and studied the archaeological finds of the 
Atacama Desert. Overnight San Pedro de Atacama (B). 


Day 4: Around San Pedro de Atacama. We study the spectacular geology of the Rainbow Valley and the 
3000 year old petroglyphs at Yerbas Buenas. Overnight San Pedro de Atacama (B). 


Day 5: The High Andes. A trip to the high altitude Miscanti and Mifiiques Lakes at 4200 m elevation, 
where flamingos, giant coots, Andean geese, gulls,and vicufias roam. After lunch we return via the Salar de 
Atacama, a vast highly saline pan charged by groundwater where three species of flamingos live. We may 
also see avocets and dotterels.Overnight San Pedro de Atacama (B, L). 


Day 6: Iquique. We drive across the pampa to join the coast at Tocapilla before turning north to the port 


busy town of Iquique. We lunch at Tocapilla and dinner is in Iquique where seafood is a local speciality. Të 


Gulls, cormorants and pelicans occur along the rugged pacific coast. Overnight Iquique (B, L, D). 


Day 7: To Arica. We travel north, detouring to Pisagua. Once a thriving mining port it is now a virtual ghost 
town. We walk out to Punta Pichalo through archaeological sites and 19th century guano mines. South 
American Sea Lions and seabirds abound. We continue to Arica where we overnight (B, L). 


Day 8: Arica. We visit the Museo de Sitio Colon 10 to see the 32 Chinchorro mummies on display. The 
mummies are laid out in the sand complete with funerary decorations visible through glass panels in the 
floor. We drive to the Azapa Valley to see more of the world's oldest known mummies before returning to 
Arica via Lluta Valley and its restored pre-Colombian geoglyphs and petroglyphs. Overnight Arica (B, L). 


Day 9: Caleta Vitor & Codpa. Driving to Caleta Vitor, we visit archaeological remains over 9,000 years old. 
We see remains left by the Inka and earlier groups that once resided here. If possible, we visit a sea-bird 
colony to see Peruvian boobies, Inka Terns, Humboldt penguins, cormorants and possibly a marine otter 
or two. After a picnic lunch we drive inland to the village of Codpa, an Hispanic village famous for the 
production of fruit and wine. Pre-Colombian sites are also found in the area. Overnight Codpa (B, L, D). 


Day 10: To Putre. From Codpa we drive further inland to the high valleys flanking the highest mountains 
in the area. These valleys were occupied from Pre-Colombian times and the Spanish colonised much of the 
area as it was agriculturally productive. We stop at Zapahuira for lunch before walking a section of Inka 
trail, the Capac Nan (Royal Road) which linked the entire Empire with Cusco. This trail was also used by 
Pedro Valdivia when he explored Chile and claimed the area for Spain. We may see guanaco and a number 
of finch species in this area. Afterwards we drive on to Putre, the administrative centre. Situated at 3500 m, 
the village is surrounded by ancient, stone-lined agricultural terraces. Overnight Putre (B, L, D). 


Day 11: Parque Lauca. We drive east almost to the Bolivian border where 140,000 hectares of altiplano 
make up the Lauca National Park. A highlight is a visit to the beautiful Lago Chungará (4500 m elevation), 
one of the world's highest lakes, backed by the postcard-perfect Volcano Parinacota. Wildlife includes 
vicufia, viscacha (a large and endearingly rabbit-like rodent), the Bolivian large-eared mouse and many 
birds including Andean geese, Puna teal, giant coot, sierra and plumbeous finch and possibly flamingo. 
Overnight Putre (B, PL, D). 


Day 12: To Arica. We depart Putre on foot along the quebrada to the village of Socoroma, an Hispanic 
village likely established by the Inka. After rejoining our bus at Socoroma we return to Arica via a stunning 
drive through the Lluta Valley. We have our farewell dinner in the evening. Overnight Arica (B, L, D). 


Day 13: Transfer to airport for onward flights. For those wishing to join the tour to Northern Peru, flights 
to Lima are available from Tacna, a 45 minute drive over the border from Arica. 


Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 


or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 
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Andes to Amazon 


Adventure 
Northern Peru 


There is more to Peru than Machu Picchu and Cusco. While the Inka built monumental stone structures, in 
northern Peru the Moche built huge pyramid complexes more than 1000 years earlier while the Chimu built the 
huge city of Chan Chan. Fine artefacts left by these cultural groups include those from the Lords of Sipan, one of 
the most significant archaeological finds of the 20th century! After studying the spectacular archaeology of this 
region we cross the Andes, traverse the cloud-forest and enter the lowland rainforest. En route we visit Kuelap, an 
enigmatic citadel, located on a high ridge, built by the Chacapoyas around 600 AD. In this area we see spectacular 
landscapes and wildlife. We will also see many of the floral species that are endemic to this area but known world- 
wide, including various Fuchsia, Begonia, Gladiolus, bromeliads and orchids. We finish our adventure with a boat 
trip along the mighty Amazon to a rainforest lodge where we may see Pink River Dolphins, the world’s largest 
river dolphin, along with a wealth of wildlife including monkeys, sloths and birds! 


£3450/person for (part-board with all breakfasts, 8 lunches, 4 dinners per itinerary). 
Lima, Peru. 
Lima, Peru. 
Sunday 29th July to Wednesday 15th August 
8-12 


If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your dates 
and interests. Please email us for details. 
Chris Carter, an archaeologist with over 20 years of experience in the region, and Juan Cardenas, 
an experienced Andean and Amazon naturalist and guide fluent in English. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


you can combine this adventure with the Atacama Desert Adventure 
which takes place immediately before this one. 
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Arrive in Lima by mid-afternoon. Meet your tour leader and fellow travellers in the early evening | 
for a welcome drink and introductions followed by dinner. Overnight Lima (D). 


Lima to Barranca. Depart Lima to monumental Caral, a pre-ceramic UNESCO World Heritage site 
almost 5,000 years old! After a picnic lunch we drive to Barranca where we overnight (B, PL). 


Barranca-Casma Valley. We continue north, stopping at the massive adobe Fortaleza de Paramonga, 
and Chankillo, a ceremonial centre and solar observatory built 2000 years ago. Overnight in Casma (B, L, 
D). 


Casma to Trujillo. We visit the 4000 year old Sechin Alto, the largest architectural complex in the 
New World, before moving on to Trujillo, a beautiful colonial city. Overnight Trujillo (B, L). 


A full day tour around Trujillo, including magnificent pre-Inka sites like the Pyramids of the Sun 
and the Moon. We lunch at La Huacachina beach in one of the best seafood restaurants before visiting Chan 
Chan, capital of the Chimu culture and the greatest pre-Inkan city. Overnight Trujillo (B, L). 


To Chiclayo. Visit the Moche complex of El Brujo, Chicama Valley, where a mysterious, tattooed 
female mummy was found in 2006! We meet the archaeologist who led the discovery of the mummy. Finally 
we visit Huaca Rajada, site of the incredible Lords of Sipan excavation. Overnight Chiclayo (B, L). 


Around Chiclayo. We visit Batán Grande, an ancient agrarian site, and Tucumé, Valley of Pyramids, 
with its 26 colossal mounds. Overnight Chiclayo (B, L). 


To Chachapoyas and Gocta Lodge. We visit Bosque de Pomac to search for endemic flora and fauna. 
Also we visit mud pyramids where the Sicán Culture lived and buried their dead. We then head inland 
across the the lowest point of the Andes ridge in Peru (2100 m) and pass into the Amazon catchment. Our 
hotel looks out over the Chamaya valley to the world’s 4th highest waterfall. Overnight Gocta Lodge (B, L). 


Kuelap. We take a cable car to the ruins of Kuelap, a vast ridge-top site of 400 buildings of the | 
Chachapoyas culture with magnificent views. Overnight Gocta Lodge (B, L, D). 


(: Gocta to Abra Patricia. We visit a lodge famed for its hummingbird feeders hoping to see the 
extraordinary Marvellous Spatuletail. We then ascend to the Owlet Lodge 2300 m in 30,000 hectares of 
forest including the Abra Patricia-Alto Nieva Private Conservation Area, home to the recently discovered 
Long-whiskered Owlet and critically endangered Yellow-tailed Woolly Monkey. Overnight Owlet Lodge 
(B, L, D). 


Around Owlet Lodge. A day to explore the lodge trails or relax to see what approaches the lodge. 
Overnight Owlet Lodge (B, L, D). 


To Tarapoto. We descend from the Andes to the lowest levels of the cloud forest at 750 m. En route 
we stop at Aguas Verdes where hummingbirds and rare forest floor dwellers like tinamous and wood quails 
roam. Overnight Tarapoto (B, L, D). 


Flight to Iquitos. We enjoy the hotel and its surroundings or go on a morning tour of the local area. 
At midday we depart for Tarapoto airport and fly to Iquitos. Overnight Iquitos (B, L). 


To Muyuna Lodge. A three hour boat ride takes us to our lodge on a quiet tributary of the mighty 
Amazon. Overnight Muyuna Lodge (B, L, D). 


Around Muyuna Lodge. Two days exploring the riches of the Amazon rainforest; walks in 
the forest, paddling canoes to black water lakes; night excursions; sloths, monkeys, Pygmy Marmosets, 
river dolphins (including the sought-after Pink Dolphin), many rare birds, the Giant Water Lily (Victoria 
amazonica), caimans and iguanas, macaws, toucans, hummingbirds and, hopefully, the extraordinary 
Hoatzins! Overnight Muyuna Lodge (B, L, D). 


Early morning departure by boat to Iquitos before flying to Lima. We share a farewell dinner in the 
evening. Overnight Lima. (B, D). 


City tour and departure flights. Depending on flight times, we can explore Lima in the morning 
before transferring you to the airport in the afternoon (B). 


Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 
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Canoe to Angel Falls 
Adventure 


Angel Falls is the tallest waterfall on Earth. At 979 m in height (nearly a vertical kilometre high), this immense 
cascade is twice the height of the Empire State building and fifteen times the height of Niagara Falls - it is one 
of the great natural spectacles of our world. 


Standing at the base of Angel Falls and looking up at the tallest cascade on Earth is one of the world’s great 
experiences! This trip offers an adventurous and fun (but safe and enjoyable) canoe trip past towering plateaus 
to camp opposite Angel Falls, and then trek to the very base of the beautiful waterfall! 


Please note: we organise Canoe trips to Angel Falls as part of our “Helicopter to Mount Roraima Canoe to 
Angel Falls Adventure: You can join that expedition, and come just for the canoe trip to Angel Falls (see the 
‘Helicopter to Mount Roraima Canoe to Angel Falls Adventure’ page of our website for dates and details), or we 
can organise this trip for you as a bespoke private expedition to fit your dates and suit your interests. Please 
email us for details and a quote. 


START POINT: Puerto Ordaz, Venezuela 

END POINT: Puerto Ordaz, Venezuela 

BESPOKE TOUR: We organise this trip as a private trip to suit your dates and interests. Please email us 
for details and a quote. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: We can organise charter flights in light aircraft for aerial 
photographic flyover trips above Mount Roraima and Angel Falls. Trekking or helicopter expeditions to Mount 
Roraima. We also run a 4*4 trip through the Gran Sabana to see the Jasper Creek (a waterfall that flows over 
bright red jasper gemstone), several spectacular other waterfalls, visits to Indian villages, and other sites). 
We can also organise add on trips from Manaus to explore the Amazon rainforest (see Amazon Adventure 
Expedition for possibilities). Please contact us for details. 


Getting there: While we recommend starting and finishing this expedition in Puerto Ordaz, we can arrange to 
meet you in Santa Elena, Caracas or any other city in Venezuela. Or in Boa Vista or Manaus in Brazil. 


ITINERARY 


Day 1: Meet at Puerto Ordaz Airport, Venezuela for 8.00 am departing flight to Canaima (the start point for 
our trip to Angel Falls). On landing, we transfer to motorised, traditional Pemón dugout canoes (curiaras) and 
travel upstream to Angel Falls camp (4 hrs in the canoes). Angel Falls camp is on the bank of the river opposite 
the mighty Angel Falls. We watch the sun set on the tallest waterfall on the planet. Dinner at Angel Falls camp. 
Overnight in hammocks. 


Day 2: Breakfast in Angel Falls camp, and then cross the river in the canoes and then hike through the rainforest 
for 1 km to the base of Angel Falls to photograph the gigantic cascade and to bathe in the cascading waters of 
the falls. We have lunch at a scenic look out point, and then return to Angel Falls camp. Dinner at Angel Falls 
camp. Overnight in hammocks. 


Day 3: After breakfast, we return by motorised canoes back to Canaima. After lunch in Canaima, we explore 
Canaima lagoon with a walk to Sapo Falls and, depending on water levels, either a walk behind the thundering 
curtain of water of Sapo Falls or Hacha Falls. Dinner and overnight in a posada (local hotel) in Canaima. 


Day 4: Breakfast, then transfer in light aircraft back to Puerto Ordaz. 
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Eastern Tepuis 
Adventure 


The Tepuis (Tepuys) of Venezuela are among the most spectacular mountains on Earth. They are mysterious 
and gigantic sandstone plateaus that are encircled on all sides by vertical cliffs that soar hundreds of metres 
high. The summits of many of the Tepuis have been isolated for millions of years and remain little explored. 
They are home to unearthly landscapes of sculpted rock, and a plethora of unique plant and animal wildlife. 


This expedition offers the rare opportunity to photograph a wide range of spectacular landscapes and wildlife. 
The Eastern Tepuis are stoney and dramatic, but exceptionally beautiful. A diverse range of amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and insects call the Eastern Tepuis home, as well as hundreds of species of orchids and ferns, and many 
carnivorous plants, including Brocchinia, Drosera, Genlisea, Heliamphora and Utricularia. 


Most of the Eastern Tepuis are accessible only by helicopter. This expedition will comprise a group of twelve 
people; two expedition leaders and ten participants. We will undertake four helicopter flights (each flight 
transporting 4 people) to transfer the group to each location on the itinerary. Due to the helicopter's passenger 
limits and the complicated logistics of this trip, ONLY TEN PLACES are available for this expedition. 


COST: £3,500 per person for 15 days / 14 nights (all inclusive from start point to end point). 

START POINT: Boa Vista, Brazil. 

END POINT: Boa Vista, Brazil. 

DATES: On request only - please email us for details. 

GROUP SIZE: 10 plus staff. 

BESPOKE TOUR: If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: We can organise charter flights in light aircraft for aerial 
photographic flyover trips above Mount Roraima and Angel Falls. We run trekking expeditions and helicopter 
expeditions to Mount Roraima and Auyan Tepui. We also run a 4*4 trip through the Gran Sabana to see the 
Jasper Creek (a waterfall that flows over bright red jasper gemstone), several other spectacular waterfalls, visits 
to Indian villages, and view points to sight the Eastern Tepuis). We can also organise add on trips from Manaus 
to explore the Amazon rainforest (see Amazon Adventure Expedition for possibilities). Please contact us for 
details. 


Getting there: Although this expedition takes place in Venezuela, we recommend that this trip starts and 
finishes in Boa Vista, Brazil. Boa Vista is easy to reach by connecting flights or luxurious long distance buses 
from Manaus (which is is a major hub for international flights). 


Arriving in Manaus and travelling to Boa Vista offers many advantages. Manaus and Boa Vista are safer than 
Caracas, and also closer and easier to use as a base to travel to Roraima and Angel Falls. Starting this expedition 
from Manaus and Boa Vista also offers participants the advantage that they can spend a day or two before the 
expedition exploring Manaus fascinating colonial heritage in the heart of the Amazon, relaxing and recovering 
from long flights to South America, before the trip begins. 


While we typically meet participants in Boa Vista and return participants to that city, if you prefer, we can start 
or end this trip in Manaus, Santa Elena, Puerto Ordaz or Caracas. 


EASTERN TEPUIS EXPEDITION 


NOTE: as with all helicopter expeditions, the itinerary of this trip is highly weather dependent. The helicopter 
can only land on the Tepuis when conditions are free of cloud. We have several buffer days built into this 
itinerary to shuffle around the order of the itinerary, if required. 


Pick up in Boa Vista at 9.00 am. Transfer in private charter vehicle to the Venezuelan border (a drive of about 4 
hours). We cross the border, and stay and dine in a charming local posada this evening. 


We transfer to the heliport and fly to the Ilu-Tramen Valley. Ilu and Tramen are two spectacular plateaus that 
share a common base. We land in a little explored location between the plateaus to observe and photograph Heliamphora 
ionasi and H. elongata x ionasi, as well as a wide range of wildlife. Both pitcher plants have only been seen in the wild by a 
handful of people previously. Tonight (and all evenings until Day 14) we sleep in tents and dine on food cooked in camp. 


We explore the Ilu-Tramen Valley. 


Tramen Tepui (left) and Ilu Tepui (right) Heliamphora ionasi Heliamphora elongata x ionasi 


The helicopter returns and transfers us to the summit of Ilu Tepui. The little-visited summit of Ilu Tepui is rocky, 
barren, exposed but extremely beautiful and home to spectacular populations of Heliamphora elongata which has only 
ever been photographed on a few occasions. 


We explore the dramatic summit of Ilu Tepui. Sunrise and sunset over the summit of the mountain are 
particularly spectacular, and views of Tramen Tepui and the other Eastern Tepuis are breath-taking. 


Heliamphora elongata Summit of Ilu Tepui Epidendrum dendrobioides 


Day 7: This morning, the helicopter returns and transfers us to Yuruani Tepui. On this mountain there is a possible new 
species of Heliamphora called H. sp. “Yuruani’. We will observe it and establish precisely what it represents. Yuruani Tepui 
is also home to some of the most spectacular landscapes found on all of the tepuis, and beautiful views of nearby Kukenan 
Tepui. Orchids and unique amphibians are also a frequent sight on the mountain’s summit. 


Day 8: We explore the summit of Yuruani Tepui. 
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Summit of Yuruani Heliamphora sp. ‘Yuruani’ Eriopsis biloba 


Day 9: Today we tranfer to the north of Mount Roraima, near to the prow. We meet a team of porters who have climbed 
the mountain with supplies meeting at a pre-arranged point. We observe the spectacular (and little photographed) pitcher 
plant Heliamphora glabra as well as H. nutans and the natural hybrid H. glabra x nutans. [NOTE - if the expedition 
group prefers (if several expedition members have already visited Mount Roraima previously), we could substitute 
Roraima for Kukenan Tepui or Wei Tepui or Maringma Tepui - we will discuss as a group and make a joint decision]. 


Days 10, 11 and 12: We trek across the surface of Mount Roraima, from the North to the South. Along the way, we see 
a wide range of wildlife, and visit all of the key highlights on the plateau: the valley of the crystals, Lake Gladys, Tripple 
Point, the Labyrinth, Rock Arch, the Pit, the Window, the Maverick, the Jacuzzis, the Oilbird Ravine, the Cave of Crystal 
Eyes. During these nights, we sleep in different “hotels” on the surface (cave-like caverns where there is soft sand and 
sheltered, dry conditions). 


Days 13 and 14: We descend from Mount Roraima, reaching Santa Elena during the afternoon of Day 14. We overnight 
and dine in a local posada. [NOTE if anyone specifically prefers to walk up Mount Roraima rather than walk down, 
we can reverse the order of mountains in the itinerary (it makes no difference from an organisational point of view)]. 


Day 15: We transfer in private charter vehicles back to the border with Brazil and down to Boa Vista, arriving at 4 pm. 


END OF EXPEDITION. 


Summit of Mount Roraima Heliamphora glabra Heliamphora glabra x nutans Heliamphora nutans 
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Visit: for further information 
or email to register your interest. 


Flyover Angel Falls 
Adventure 


Angel Falls is the tallest waterfall on Earth. At 979 m in height (nearly a vertical kilometre high), this immense 
cascade is twice the height of the Empire State building and fifteen times the height of Niagara Falls - it is one 
of the great natural spectacles of our world. 


Seeing Angel Falls from a light aircraft is an unforgettable experience, and the possibility to capture spectacular 
photographs of this beautiful waterfall. We organise flyover tripson a bespoke private tour basis to fit your 
dates. 


We particularly recommend undertaking a flyover of Angel Falls before or after our helicopter or trekking 
expeditions to Mount Roraima, or our canoe trips to Angel Falls, as flying above this gigantic cascade really 
gives a full impression of the size of the Falls, and the dramatic scale of the Tepuis. 


Note: if you are undertaking our canoe trip to Angel Falls (either as a bespoke tour or as part of our one our 
other trips), we can often build in a flyover above Angel Falls very economically, either make use of the planned 
flight to/from Canaima Village. Please email us for details. 


START POINT: Puerto Ordaz, Venezuela 

END POINT: Puerto Ordaz, Venezuela 

BESPOKE TOUR: We organise this trip as a private trip to suit your dates and interests. Please email us 
for details and a quote. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: We can organise charter flights in light aircraft for aerial 
photographic flyover trips above Mount Roraima. Trekking or helicopter expeditions to Mount Roraima. We 
also run a 4*4 trip through the Gran Sabana to see the Jasper Creek (a waterfall that flows over bright red jasper 
gemstone), several other spectacular waterfalls, visits to Indian villages, and view points to sight the Eastern 
Tepuis). We can also organise add on trips from Manaus to explore the Amazon rainforest (see Amazon 
Adventure Expedition for possibilities). Please contact us for details. 


Getting there: While we recommend starting and finishing this expedition in Puerto Ordaz, we can arrange to 
meet you in Santa Elena, Caracas or any other city in Venezuela. Or in Boa Vista or Manaus in Brazil. 


ITINERARY 


Day 1: Meet at Puerto Ordaz Airport, Venezuela for 8.00 am departing flight in a light aircraft. We fly directly 
to Angel Falls. Prior to departure, participants can decide how much flying time they use circling over Angel 
Falls. We recommend at least 40 minutes flying time in situ, this will allow approximately four passes over 
Angel Falls (two for each side of the plane), giving all participants opportunities to photograph the beautiful 
cascade. The plane then returns to Puerto Ordaz (or will land in Canaima Village if you are undertaking out 
canoe trip to the base of ee a 
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Helicopter to.Mount Roraima & 
Canoe to Angel Falls Adventure 
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Mount Roraima is called South Americas “lost world” A gigantic tableland encircled on all sides by vertical 


cliffs up to 700 m tall. Towering over the surrounding savannahs and rainforest like an immense fortress 
above the clouds, Roraimas summit has been isolated for millions of years and is home to bizarre landscapes 
of towering stone pinnacles, a valley of shimmering quartz crystals, and unique animals and plants found 
anywhere on earth. The discovery of Roraima inspired Arthur Conan Doyles novel The Lost World. 


This expedition offers you the chance to fly to the summit of Mount Roraima by helicopter, explore the lost 
world and see all of the key highlights that Roraima has to offer, then transfer for an adventurous canoe trip to 
the base of Angel Falls to see the world's tallest waterfall up close and personal. 


Angel Falls is the tallest waterfall on Earth. At 979 m in height (nearly a vertical kilometre high), this immense 
cascade is twice the height of the Empire State building and fifteen times the height of Niagara Falls - it is one 
of the great natural spectacles of our world. 


COST: £2,500 per person for 14 days/13 nights (all inclusive from start point to end point) 

START POINT: Boa Vista, Brazil 

END POINT: Boa Vista, Brazil 

DATES: On request only - please email us for details. 

GROUP SIZE: 6-10 

BESPOKE TOUR: If you do not wish to join a group tour, we can customise a private trip to suit your 
dates and interests. Please email us for details and a quote. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: We can organise charter flights in light aircraft for aerial 
photographic flyover trips above Mount Roraima and Angel Falls. We can also organise add on trips from 
Manaus to explore the Amazon rainforest (see Amazon Adventure Expedition for a few of the possibilities). 
Please contact us for details. 


Getting there: Although this expedition takes place in Venezuela, we recommend that this trip starts and 
finishes in Boa Vista, Brazil. Boa Vista is easy to reach by connecting flights or luxurious long distance buses 
from Manaus (which is is a major hub for international flights). 


Arriving in Manaus and travelling to Boa Vista offers many advantages. Manaus and Boa Vista are safer than 
Caracas, and also closer and easier to use as a base to travel to Roraima and Angel Falls. Starting this expedition 
from Manaus and Boa Vista also offers participants the advantage that they can spend a day or two before the 
expedition exploring Manaus fascinating colonial heritage in the heart of the Amazon, relaxing and recovering 
from long flights to South America, before the trip begins. 


While we typically meet participants in Boa Vista and return participants to that city, if you prefer, we can 
organise pick up/return to/from Manaus or Caracas. 


ITINERARY 


Day 1: Meet in Boa Vista. Transfer in charter vehicles to the Venezuelan border (approx 4 hours ' 
driving time). We cross the border, and arrive in Santa Elena, Venezuela. Lunch and snacks en- 
route. Dinner in restaurant in Santa Elena. Overnight in local hotel. 


Day 2: Transfer into helicopter for flight to the summit of Mount Roraima. 


Day 3, 4, 5 and 6: We explore the summit of Mount Roraima. Note: we can decide the itinerary 
of our time on the summit as a group, depending upon everyone’ interests, the weather, and how 
much trekking we (as a group) would like to undertake. Recommended highlights include the 
Valley of the Crystals, the labyrinth of towering stone pinnacles, Lake Gladys, the Prow, Triple 
Point (the three way border of Venezuela, Guyana and Brazil) and the Oilbird Ravine (home 4 
to rare echo-locating oilbird Steatornis caripensis). The summit is the habitat for a plethora of Ris 
orchids, bromeliads, airplants, carnivorous plants (Brocchinia, Drosera, Genlisea, Heliamphora, 
Utricularia), unique butterflies and toads, and a black and yellow spotted lizard called Riolama. A t 
trek to La Ventana offers the chance to catch breathtaking views of some of the most spectacular 
scenery in South America. Other activities include sunrise walks to the western cliff tops to see 
spectacular sunrise views of the neighbouring plateau Kukenán Tepui bathed in sunlight. The 
exploration of El Carro view point to see the whole plateau. We can also visit the Jacuzzis (crystal 
lined pools), the Pit, the Valley of a Thousand Columns and spectacular rock formations. During 
our stay, we look out for the elusive South American coati (Nasua nasua). Campside dinner and 
overnight in tents inside caves. 


Day 7: Pickup by helicopter from the summit of Mount Roraima. Transfer back to Santa Elena. 


Day 8: Buffer day (in case of bad weather delaying pickup on day 8). Otherwise early breakfast 
then transfer into 4x4 vehicles for safari tour ofthe Gran Sabana. Sites to visit include Jasper Creek 
(waterfall made of blood red semi-precious gemstone), Kama Falls, Agua Fría Falls, Yuruaní 
curtain falls, view point for the Eastern Plateaus, and visits to native Amerindian villages. Lunch 
in San Francisco village. Offroad journey (1.5 hour) to overnight in huts with beds at Paraitepui 
de Roraima (charming traditional village). During the journey we look out for giant anteaters. 


Day 9: Transfer to Puerto Ordaz (either by internal flight if possible, or by vehicle stopping 
through the Gran Sabana at viewpoints). If by vehicle - long day of driving. Lunch and snacks en 
route. Dinner in restaurant in Santa Elena. Overnight in local hotel. 


Day 10: Early transfer to catch light aircraft charter flight to Canaima. Flight duration 
approximately 1.5 hours, with scenic flyover Angel Falls (weather dependent). Landing at the 
native Pemón Amerindian village of Canaima. Transfer to motorised, traditional Pemón dugout 
canoes (curiaras) and travel upstream to Angel Falls camp (4 hrs in the canoes). Angel Falls 
camp is on the bank of the river opposite the mighty Angel Falls. We watch the sun set on the 
tallest waterfall on the planet. Dinner at Angel Falls camp. Overnight in hammocks. 


Day 11: Breakfast in Angel Falls camp, and then cross the river in the canoes and then hike 
through the rainforest for 1 km to the base of Angel Falls to photograph the gigantic cascade and W 
to bathe in the cascading waters of the falls. We have lunch at a scenic look out point, and then Wi 
return to Angel Falls camp. Dinner at Angel Falls camp. Overnight in hammocks. Û 


Day 12: After breakfast, we return by motorised canoes back to Canaima. After lunch in Canaima, f 
we explore Canaima lagoon with a walk to Sapo Falls and, depending on water levels, either a E 
walk behind the thundering curtain of water of Sapo Falls or Hacha Falls. Dinner and overnight | 
in a posada (local hotel) in Canaima. 


E | 


ITINERARY CONTINUED... 


Day 13: Transfer in light aircraft to Santa Elena. Lunch and snacks en-route. Dinner in restaurant 
in Santa Elena. Overnight in local hotel. 


| Day 14: Transfer in charter vehicles from Santa Elena to the Venezuelan border with Brazil, and 
onwards to Boa Vista, Brazil. 


| Please note: The itinerary of this expedition is weather dependent. If weather forecasts predict 
j high changes or cloud or rain at the start of the expedition, we may reverse the order of the 
itinerary, and undertake the visit to Angel Falls before visiting Mount Roraima. The helicopter 
departure and pick up dates may adjust too, in response to weather conditions during the 
expedition. 


Key Highlights during this expedition include spectacular views of Mount Roraima, the 
Jasper Creek which flows over blood red gemstone, the valley of the crystals (a valley on 
Roraima littered with countless quartz crystals), and the beautiful cascade of Angel Falls. 
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for further information 
to register your interest. 


Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 


or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 
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Huachamacari 


Adventure 
Venezuela 


Heliamphora macdonaldae and H. tatei are both among the least known of all carnivorous plants. Only a 
handful of photos exist of either species, both having only every been seen on a few occasions. These two 
enigmatic pitcher plants are known from Cerro Huachamacari, along with a wealth of other wildlife. 


Cerro Huachamacari is a dramatic sandstone outcrop that few people have ever visited. An ascent route up the 
mountains cliffs provides relatively easy access to the plateau top. No special skills or technical climbing are 
required - just determination to trek to this “lost world”. 


This expedition aims to increase understanding both of Heliamphora macdonaldae and H. tatei, and the 
diversity of wildlife on Huachamacari. This trip will comprise a group of twelve people; two expedition leaders, 
one expedition paramedic and nine participants. We will charter four light aircraft to transfer the group to 
/ from the start point for climbing Cerro Huachamacari. Due to the aircrafts’ strict passenger limits and the 
complicated logistics of this trip, are available for this expedition. 


£3,500 per person for (all inclusive from start point to end point). 
Maiquetia “Simon Bolivar” International Airport, Caracas, Venezuela. 
Maiquetia “Simon Bolivar” International Airport, Caracas, Venezuela. 
On request only - please email us for details. 
9 plus staff 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


We can organise charter flights in light aircraft for aerial 
photographic flyover trips above Mount Roraima and Angel Falls. Trekking or helicopter expeditions to Mount 
Roraima. We also run a 4*4 trip through the Gran Sabana to see the Jasper Creek (a waterfall that flows over 
bright red jasper gemstone), several other spectacular waterfalls, visits to Indian villages, and view points to 
sight the Eastern Tepuis). We can also organise add on trips from Manaus to explore the Amazon rainforest 
(see Amazon Adventure Expedition for possibilities). Please contact us for details. 


Regular flights are available to Maiquetia "Simón Bolívar" International Airport from destinations 
across the world. This airport is one hour outside of Caracas city and can be visited safely. All participants will 
be met at the airport at the start the expedition, and likewise will be escorted back to Caracas at the end of the 


trip. 
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ITINERARY 


NOTE: This trip is logistically very complex and very expensive to organise primarily because 

for we need four light aircraft. Each aircraft will carry 3 people, plus cargo, and must fly two 
hours from Caracas to Puerto Ayacucho, then two hours from Puerto Ayacucho to Culebra (the wë 
start point for Huachamacari). Then each aircraft must fly the same journey (4 hours) back to 
Caracas, then repeat the flight (another 4 hours each way) to pick us up and return to Caracas 

at the end of the trip. So to complete this trip for 12 people, we need four aircraft, each aircraft 
flying at least sixteen hours (each aircraft flight hour is US $450), and we need to fly in supplies, f 
undertake an advance trip to organise guides and porters, and finalise all other logistics! So this 

is an exceptionally complex trekking expedition to organise! 


Expedition leaders meet participants from flights in Caracas Airport (1 hour from Caracas | 
city) and transfer to Hotel Eurobuilding Express (a nice, safe hotel a few minutes drive from the 
airport). Overnight and dinner in hotel. 


ty 2: Expedition leaders transfer group to Caracas Airport. We fly to Puerto Ayacucho (2 hours 
flying time), then on to Culebra (another 2 hours flying time). Overnight in Culebra. Tonight 
(and all evenings until Day 11) we sleep in tents and dine on food cooked in camp. | 


: We ascend Cerro Huachamacari (the climb takes two days and does not require 
special skills of technical climbing). 


: We explore the summit of Cerro Huachamacari with the goal of photographing 
Heliamphora macdonaldae and H. tatei. 


): We descend Cerro Huachamacari, and return to Culebra. 


We fly back to Puerto Ayachucho (2 hours flying time), and then on to Caracas 
(another 2 hours). We arrive around 2 pm in time for departing flights in the evening. END OF 
EXPEDITION. If you prefer to stay overnight in Caracas, we recommend Hotel Eurobuilding 
Express. The expedition leaders will escort you to the hotel from Caracas Airport, and escort you 
back to the airport in the morning (so you return safely for your departing flights). 
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Trek to Mount Roraima 
Adventure 
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Mount Roraima is called South Americas “lost world” A gigantic tableland encircled on all sides by vertical 


cliffs up to 700 m tall. Towering over the surrounding savannahs and rainforest like an immense fortress 
above the clouds, Roraimas summit has been isolated for millions of years and is home to bizarre landscapes 
of towering stone pinnacles, a valley of shimmering quartz crystals, and unique animals and plants found 
anywhere on earth. The discovery of Roraima inspired Arthur Conan Doyles novel The Lost World. 


Trekking up Mount Roraima is one of South America's greatest experiences! This adventure offers you the 
opportunity to see Mount Roraima up close and personal, as the plateaus’ gigantic cliffs rise on the horizon, 
and tower above you as you trek closer. We climb via a broken ledge up the cliffsides, which is actually easy 
to climb and safe. As this secret staircase takes us through the clouds, we watch the vegetation change from 
lowland savannah to misty, lush cloudforest, until finally we reach the summit of the lost world. 


Please note: we organise trekking trips up Mount Roraima as bespoke private expeditions to fit your dates 
and suit your interests. Please email us for details. 


START POINT: Boa Vista, Brazil 

END POINT: Boa Vista, Brazil 

BESPOKE TOUR: We organise this trip as a private trip to suit your dates and interests. Please email us 
for details and a quote. 


Email sales@redfernadventures.com for more information and to make bookings. 


Optional pre- or post-expedition extensions: We can organise charter flights in light aircraft for aerial 
photographic flyover trips above Mount Roraima and Angel Falls. We also run a 4*4 trip through the Gran 
Sabana to see the Jasper Creek (a waterfall that flows over bright red jasper gemstone), several other spectacular 
waterfalls, visits to Indian villages, and view points to sight the Eastern Tepuis). We can also organise add on 
trips from Manaus to explore the Amazon rainforest (see Amazon Adventure Expedition for possibilities). 
Please contact us for details. 


Getting there: Although this expedition takes place in Venezuela, we recommend that this trip starts and 
finishes in Boa Vista, Brazil. Boa Vista is easy to reach by connecting flights or luxurious long distance buses 
from Manaus (which is is a major hub for international flights). 


Arriving in Manaus and travelling to Boa Vista offers many advantages. Manaus and Boa Vista are safer than 
Caracas, and also closer and easier to use as a base to travel to Roraima and Angel Falls. Starting this expedition 
from Manaus and Boa Vista also offers participants the advantage that they can spend a day or two before the 
expedition exploring Manaus fascinating colonial heritage in the heart of the Amazon, relaxing and recovering 
from long flights to South America, before the trip begins. 


While we typically meet participants in Boa Vista and return participants to that city, if you prefer, we can start 
or end this trip in Manaus, Santa Elena, Puerto Ordaz or Caracas. 


ITINERARY 


1: Meet in Boa Vista. Transfer in charter vehicles to the Venezuelan border (approx 4 hours 
driving time). We cross the border, and arrive in Santa Elena, Venezuela. Lunch and snacks en- 
route. Dinner in restaurant in Santa Elena. Overnight in local hotel. 


: After breakfast, transfer in 4*4 vehicles to Paratepui for registration with the Canaima (ê 
National Park authorities. Begin trek to Mount Roraima, with the goal of reaching Rio Tek camp 
site (approximately 6 hours walking over relatively flat terrain). Lunch en-route. Campside 
dinner and overnight in tents. The views of Mount Roraima are spectacular! 


Today we trek from Rio Tek campsite to Base Camp (located beneath the dramatic, 
gigantic cliffs of Mount Roraima). The trek is uphill, and takes approximately 6-8 hours. Lunch 
en-route. Campside dinner and overnight in tents. 


y 4: We through misty, lush cloudforest, to the base of the ledge of Mount Roraima. Ascending 
the ledge, we climb through layers of mossy vegetation, through Bonnetia forest and groves of 
giant bromeliads and treeferns. The views across the surrounding lowlands are spectacular. The 
climb up the ledge takes 4-5 hours. We then reach the summit of Mount Roraima, and step into 
a bleak, barren landscape of blackened stone, twisted rock formations and bizarre plants. We 
reach a "hotel" (campsite in a cave or under a rock overhang). Campside dinner and overnight 
in tents inside caves. 


: We explore the summit of Mount Roraima. Note: we can decide the itinerary 
of our time on the summit as a group, depending upon everyone’ interests, the weather, and how 
much trekking we (as a group) would like to undertake. Recommended highlights include the 
Valley of the Crystals, the labyrinth of towering stone pinnacles, Lake Gladys, the Prow, Triple 
Point (the three way border of Venezuela, Guyana and Brazil) and the Oilbird Ravine (home 
to rare echo-locating oilbird Steatornis caripensis). The summit is the habitat for a plethora of 
orchids, bromeliads, airplants, carnivorous plants (Brocchinia, Drosera, Genlisea, Heliamphora, 
Utricularia), unique butterflies and toads, and a black and yellow spotted lizard called Riolama. A 
trek to La Ventana offers the chance to catch breathtaking views of some of the most spectacular « 
scenery in South America. Other activities include sunrise walks to the western cliff tops to see 
spectacular sunrise views of the neighbouring plateau Kukenán Tepui bathed in sunlight. The 
exploration of El Carro view point to see the whole plateau. We can also visit the Jacuzzis (crystal | 
lined pools), the Pit, the Valley of a Thousand Columns and spectacular rock formations. During 
our stay, we look out for the elusive South American coati (Nasua nasua). Campside dinner and 
overnight in tents inside caves. 


y 9: After breakfast, we descend down the ledge of Mount Roraima, and trek to Rio Tek. 
Trekking downhill is faster, and most people reach Rio Tek ccamp within 6-8 hours. Lunch en- 
route. Campside dinner and overnight in tents inside caves. 


0: Today we trek from Rio Tek camp back to Paratepui (approx 4-5 hours walking) to meet. ۳ 7 
4*4 vehicles that transport us back to Santa Elena for lunch. Dinner in restaurant in Santa Elena. d 1 
Overnight in local hotel. KA 

1: Transfer in charter vehicles from Santa Elena to the Venezuelan border with Brazil, and 
onwards to Boa Vista, Brazil. 


Please note: Bespoke private group members can also decide how long to remain on Mount 
Roraimas summit. We recommend 4 full days to see the key sights! 
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Visit: www.redfernadventures.com for further information 
or email sales@redfernadventures.com to register your interest. 


